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Tertiary scholarships for 
children and grandchildren of 

Australian ex-serving veterans

Applications open Vietnam Veterans’ Day 
18 August 2021 

And close midnight 31 October 2021       

AVCAT 2022 
SCHOLARSHIPS

avcat.org.au

Apply online

Frequently Asked Questions
When can I apply for an AVCAT Scholarship?
Applications open 18 August, and close at midnight October 31.

Are grandchildren of veterans eligible to apply?
Yes! Grandchildren of veterans can apply for an AVCAT Scholarship. 

Do all applicants receive an AVCAT Scholarship?
The selection process is very competitive and scholarship numbers are limited therefore, not all 
worthy and eligible applicants will receive a scholarship.

How will my scholarship application be assessed?
Applications are considered by a team of independent assessors and AVCAT’s National Selection 
Committee. The following criteria are used to assess applications: financial need, academic 
potential and personal circumstances.

What supporting documents do I need for my scholarship application?
It is advisable to start preparing your documents before applications open as this can take a 
considerable amount of time. You can find more information at avcat.org.au.

When will I be notified of the outcome of my application?
Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application from late February through to early 
March. Applicants will be updated on any change to the timing of notification.

Where can I find more information?
You can find more information on the AVCAT website at avcat.org.au or contact the AVCAT office 
Monday - Thursday on 02 9213 7999 or at info@avcat.org.au. Register your interest in applying at 
avcat.org.au/scholarships

‘I can say with 
confidence that my 
AVCAT scholarship 
has given me the 

reach I needed to grab 
hold of my dreams and 

aspirations.’

— AVCAT Scholar

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST
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Our Front, Back and Inside Front Cover
Front Cover Photo
Members of 5 Platoon, B Company, 7th Battalion, 
The Royal Australian Regiment (7RAR), just north 
of the village of Phuoc Hai, beside the road leading 
to Dat Do. United States Army Iroquois helicopters 
are landing to take 7RAR members back to Nui 
Dat after completion of Operation Ulmarra, the 
cordon and search by 7RAR of the village of Phuoc 
Hai. Operation Ulmarra was part of Operation 
Atherton, conducted by 2RAR/NZ (Anzac) (The 
Anzac Battalion comprising 2nd Battalion, the Royal 
Australian Regiment (2RAR) and a component 
from the 1st Battalion, Royal New Zealand Infantry 
Regiment and 7RAR. 

Left to right: Private (Pte) Peter Capp (kneeling), 
Pte Bob Fennell (crouching, facing camera), 
Corporal Bob Darcy (left of Fennell), Pte Neal Hasted 
(centre, front), Pte Ian Jury (centre, back, holding 
rifle), Pte Colin Barnett (front, right), Lance Corporal 
Stan Whitford (left of Barnett); helicopter marker at 
right is Pte John Raymond Gould. The United States 
Army Iroquois UH-1D helicopter is operated by 2 
Platoon, 162nd Assault Helicopter Company, 11th 
Combat Aviation Battalion. 

(Australian War Memorial; https://www.awm.
gov.au/collection/C39684)

This image, one of the most famous of the 
Vietnam War, was captured by Michael Coleridge on 
26 August 1967. (Anzac Portal: https://anzacportal.
dva.gov.au/resources/media/image/awm-
ekn670130vn)

Coleridge’s photograph has been chosen for 
the cover of the Spring 2021 edition of Salute to 

commemorate the recent Vietnam Veterans’ Day 
on 18 August. For further information on Vietnam 
Veterans’ Day, visit: https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
commemoration/commemoration-days/vietnam-
veterans-day

Back Cover Photos 
His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC, DSC, (Retd) and Her Excellency 
Mrs Hurley hosted a presentation ceremony 
for Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust 
(AVCAT) scholars and recipients of the Long Tan 
Bursary at Admiralty House on Thursday 20 May 
2021. 

Photo 1: 
Left to Right: AVCAT alumnus Thomas Hooper, 
AVCAT CEO Len Russell, TPI NSW CEO John Szabo, 
AVCAT scholar Aidan Hill, AVCAT scholar Molly 
Horne.

Photo 2: 
Left to Right: AVCAT CEO Len Russell, Olivia 
Micallef, Liam Morath, James Kelly, Dannielle 
Canning, Mayha Podolski, Hayley Robinson-Reeds, 
Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley, His Excellency 
General the Honourable David Hurley AC, DSC, 
(Retd), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, Troy Denholm, Kerry Hespe, Keiran Hill, 
Isabeau Harding, Aidan Hill, Molly Horne, Major 
General Bill Crews, AO, (Retd).

Photographs taken by Jesse Welsh and the 
photographer at Admiralty House.

Disclaimer: Notwithstanding anything contained in any federal or state law or regulation whereby a 
person may be entitled to set up a claim against the president, vice presidents, board members, and/or 
Association members any views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the editor(s) or 
the Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of New South Wales Limited
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Notice Board
Editor ’s Note, Spring 2021
Greetings TPI members

I hope you’re safe and well and coping okay with 
our current state-wide lockdown.

I have recently started working as editor and 
designer of Salute and I’m looking forward to 
receiving contributions from members and finding 
out what other topics you’d like to read about in 
Salute.

Contributions
Please send me contributions including letters, 
items of interest and information about reunions 
and social events (when we’re able to have them 
again). You can submit material to Salute in the 
following ways:
• By mail, either handwritten, typed or on CD to 

GPO Box 4429, Sydney, NSW 2001
• By fax on (02) 9223 3820
• By email to editor@tpinsw.org.au.

Photos and pictures are always welcome in 
Salute as the old adage of a “picture tells a thousand 
words” is very true. We are able to scan and return 
pictures. If you are submitting any scanned pictures 
for publication, they work best if they can be 
scanned at not less than 300 dpi (dots per inch), 
and are in “tagged image” (TIFF) format. If you are 
emailing photos JPEG (JPG) format is acceptable.

New topics
As well as continuing to publish the sections that 
have previously been included in Salute, CEO John 
Szabo and I are planning to widen the range of 
articles and items published in Salute. We have 
been thinking we could include articles on the 
following topics:

• Health
• Environmental issues
• Youth
• Book and film reviews 
• Personal stories about TPI members and what 

they’ve done either during or after their military 
service.

• Any other topics that readers are interested in.
Please get in touch and let me know if you’re 

interested in reading about any of the topics listed 
above or any other topics not mentioned here.

Send us your email addresses
We are in the process of upgrading and updating 
our database and would like members to send in 
email addresses so we can start communicating 
electronically with those who want to. There will 
also be an option to receive an electronic copy of 
Salute by email. Please send your email address to 
Membership Services Co-ordinator Sara Thorne at 
office@tpinsw.org.au and let us know if you would 
like to receive Salute by email instead of a printed 
copy. 

Publication deadlines
Members wishing to send correspondence, 

articles, photographs and reports to Salute for 
publication, please have items in before the 
following dates:

25th January for Autumn issue 
25th April for Winter issue
25th July for Spring issue
25th October for Summer issue

I look forward to hearing from you and finding out 
what you’d like to see in Salute. 
Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au
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Members meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday 
of every month, commencing at 1pm at Barracks 
on Barrack, 2nd Floor, 5 – 7 Barrack Street, Sydney. 
(Some dates may be subject to change due to 
public holidays or cancelled at a general meeting). 
If in doubt call Head Office Phone: 9235 1466, 
Monday - Thursday, 9am – 4pm. 

Forthcoming meeting dates are:

Tuesday 28th September 2021 
(cancelled due to the Covid-19 lockdown)

Tuesday 26th October 2021 – AGM  
(subject to Covid-19 restrictions)

Tuesday 23rd November 2021  
(subject to Covid-19 restrictions)

December 2021 – No Meeting

GENERAL MEMBERS MEETINGS

Tie: dark blue, maroon, gold diagonal 
stripes with TPI badge design $25.00
Mini badge $6.00
Car stickers $1.00
Angels Beyond the Abyss CD $29.99

Items for sale at the Association’s Office

Find us on Facebook – 
www.facebook.com/TPINSW

Request of Country Members to 
Identify Businesses That Offer 
Discounts to Our Members.

As you are no doubt aware the majority of 
our discounts are Sydney based. Should 
anyone know of country businesses who 
offer discounts to our members could you 
please advise our office so we can publish 
their information. Our Sydney based 
members could then be able to support 
these businesses when travelling through 
NSW.
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2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on 
Tuesday, 26 October 2021 at 1.00 pm at the Barracks on Barrack, Duntroon room (bistro),

5-7 Barrack Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

AGENDA
Ode

Apologies

1. To receive the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 23 March 2021 

2. Business arising from the Minutes

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on 23 March 2021 

4. To receive and consider the Statutory Reports of the Board of Directors.

5. To receive and consider the Statement of Profit and Loss, Statement of Financial Position and Statement 

of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2021 and the Independent Auditor’s Report

6. Declaration of the results of the poll for the election of the Board of Directors for the ensuing year.

John Szabo
CEO and Company Secretary
By Order of the Board

Your attention is drawn to the following:
A Proxy Form appears on the following page.

In accordance with Section 250B of Corporations Act 2001 your Proxy Form must be received at the 
registered office of the Association, Level 4, 55 York Street Sydney NSW 2000, or by facsimile 
(02 9279 0156) at that address, not less than 48 hours before the time for the holding of the meeting.

Members must give notice in writing to the Secretary not less than seven (7) days before the meeting of any 
questions that they may wish to put forward in regard to the financial accounts.

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ 
Association of New South Wales Limited

ABN 90 002 296 988
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  2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING PROXY FORM

If you wish to vote by proxy, this form must be forwarded to:

The Secretary
Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of NSW Limited
Level 4, 55 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000
Fax Number (02) 9279 0156

PROXY FORM
Annual General Meeting –Tuesday 26 October 2021 
Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of NSW Limited

I (PLEASE PRINT) ............................................................................of …………………………......................................................
Badge Number (Optional)............................ being a financial Member of the above named Association, appoint: 
(your proxy’s name) – (PLEASE PRINT) ….…....................................................................... or, in his or her absence, the 
Chairman of the meeting as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Association to be held on Tuesday 26 October 2021 and at any adjournment of that meeting. This form is to 
be used to vote on the following resolutions and on any other Motions (including procedural Motions) which 
may properly be brought before the meeting.

 In favour /  Against

To receive the Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting   
To confirm the Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting  
To receive and consider the Statutory Reports of the Board of Directors     
To confirm the Statutory Reports of the Board of Directors   
To receive the Statement of Profit and Loss, Statement of Financial Position

and Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2021 and the 

Independent Auditor’s Report thereon  
To adopt the Statement of Profit and Loss, Statement of Financial Position 

and Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 30 June 2021

and the Independent Auditor’s Report thereon  

Signed .............……….......................................................  Badge No ........................................  Dated..........................................
 (OPTIONAL)

Note: A member entitled to attend and vote at a meeting is entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote 
instead of the member. A proxy need not be a member. This form should therefore be filled out if you cannot 
attend the AGM but where you wish to vote on resolutions at that meeting. You can specify how you want 
your vote to be cast (for or against). Alternatively, you need not specify how your vote is to be cast in each 
instance, in which case the person to whom you give your proxy can decide. 
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President’s Report 
September 2021

There have been some changes, both in the office 
at TPI NSW and to the board of directors, since the 
last issue of Salute. Corallee Munro, office manager 
and Salute editor, left TPI NSW in May 2021 after 
13 years with the Association. I would like to thank 
Corallee for her loyal service to TPI NSW which 
included taking care of the needs of members, 
event organisation, administrative duties and the 
publication of Salute.

In June 2021 accountant and company secretary 
John Szabo took on the role of Chief Executive 
Officer of TPI NSW. The role of Salute editor has 
been taken on by Victoria Dawson. Victoria is an 
experienced publication manager, editor and 
designer and is providing services to TPI NSW as an 
independent contractor.

Directors Garry Cairncross and Richard Roe 
retired from the board in May 2021 and were 
replaced by John Hoban and Harold Lowe, who 
joined the board in June 2021. Following the 
retirement of Bill Cox in May 2021 from the role of 
Senior Vice President of TPI NSW, Les Vincent will 
become Senior Vice President and Kevin Kelly will 
take on the role of Junior Vice President.

I would like to thank Garry Cairncross and 
Richard Roe for their long and dedicated service to 
the board, the Association and the members.

Nominations for the nine board member 
positions closed on 1 July 2021. However only 
seven board members were nominated so there 
was no need for elections this year. The current 
board of directors now consists of myself, Les 
Vincent, Kevin Kelly, Stephen Emerson, OAM, JP, 
Phillip Hurren, John Hoban and Harold Lowe. The 
current board will be affirmed at the 2021 AGM. 
This AGM may have to be cancelled or postponed 

due to the COVID restrictions but we will keep you 
informed of changes as they occur. 

At the time of writing this report in September 
2021 the greater Sydney region has been in 
lockdown for over 10 weeks and all of NSW, ACT 
and other states and cities in Australia have gone 
into lockdown due to the rapid spread of the 
Delta variant of Covid-19. The TPI NSW office in 
York Street has been closed since late June 2021 
and CEO John Szabo and Membership Services 
Coordinator Sara Thorne are both working from 
home. Members can contact John or Sara using the 
office phone number or via email.

The Covid-19 lockdown has meant that the 
Christmas in July luncheon and the June, July and 
August members’ meetings were cancelled and 
board meetings were held via teleconference. 
Members meetings are on hold until further notice. 
The TPI Federation AGM and annual congress 
will be held on 2 – 3 September via electronic 
conferencing. We have once again stopped taking 
bookings for our holiday unit at Coffs Harbour until 
further notice.

I look forward to catching up with fellow 
members in the near future when the government 
has changed the Covid-19 restrictions and we are 
able to hold our members’ meetings and social 
events in person once again. Until then stay safe 
and keep well. 

Patrick J Bright, OAM
President
TPI NSW
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Federation President’s 
Report 

The events of the last few months have been many 
and varied for the TPI Veteran community. 

New Minister
The TPI Federation welcomes the new Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs and Defence Personnel who was 
sworn in on the 2nd July 2021. Minister Andrew 
Gee MP’s profile can be found at https://bit.
ly/3hXenmD. The TPI Federation has asked for a 
meeting with the new Minister and, it is hoped, that 
he will be able to attend the TPI Federation National 
Congress in September 2021.

Royal Commission
The second issue of the TPI Federation Royal 
Commission Newsletter will be released shortly. 
The inaugural edition can be found at https://bit.
ly/3f6l0BZ.

The Defence and Veteran Suicide Royal 
Commission has been established following 
agreement by the Governor General on 8 July 2021. 
The official website for the Royal Commission can 
be found at https://bit.ly/3psRHya.

The Royal Commission’s Terms of Reference 
can be found at https://bit.ly/3i33wYz. Mr Nick 
Kaldas APM has been appointed as Chair of the 

Royal Commission and is a former Australian 
Police Officer and former Deputy Commission of 
the NSW Police Force. The Prime Minister’s media 
release of the 8th July 2021 announcing the Royal 
Commission can be found at https://bit.ly/3r5e1OV. 
The Royal Commission is due to provide an interim 
report on 11 August 2022 and a final report on 15 
June 2023.

Submissions close 31st March 2022, and can 
now be made to the Royal Commission website 
either through an online form found at https://bit.
ly/3i6W8eL, or a paper version can be downloaded 
at https://bit.ly/3xD54PE or mailed to: GPO Box 
3273, Sydney NSW 2001.

All TPIs, and your families, are strongly 
encouraged to tell the Government your stories, 
your thoughts and concerns and, if possible, 
suggestions and recommendations on how your 
concerns could be addressed. 

Senate Inquiry into TPI Compensation 
Payment
As a result of the last 8-years of campaigning by 
the TPI Federation (that showed the 7-decades 
of decline of the TPI Compensation payment) 
and three Government reviews (Productivity 

August 2021

The Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen & Women Ltd (Incorporated in the ACT) 

TPI FEDERATION AUSTRALIA
“Disabled in our Service - United in our Cause”
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Commission, KPMG Review and the Tune Review) 
the Labor Party requested that a Senate Inquiry into 
our TPI Compensation payment occur. A Senate 
Hearing was subsequently held on the 20th May 
2021. The Hearing video can be found at https://bit.
ly/3ub0ENc or the written Hansard report at https://
bit.ly/3oMcP24. The TPI Federation submission to 
this Inquiry can be found at https://bit.ly/2SlaxLe.  

This report confirmed the need for an increase 
into the TPI Compensation payment and negated 
the previous three reviews findings.  

The TPI Federation thanks the Labor Party for 
instigating this Inquiry and all those TPIs, and their 
families, for their contributions and assistance 
they have provided in this campaign to achieve 
this successful result. Of particular note, the TPI 
Federation extends our appreciation and thanks to 
Peter Thornton for his enormous contribution to 
this campaign.

The TPI Federation is now calling on the 
Government to confirm the Prime Minister’s letter 
of 2 April 2019 (of our “compelling case”) and now 
the Senate Inquiry report to provide greater TPI 
Economic Loss compensation than the current 61% 
of the tax-adjusted Minimum Wage. 

The TPI Federation is also asking all TPIs, and 
your families, to help by calling upon your local 
Federal Members to ask the Government for 
the rightful restoration of the TPI Compensation 
payment as recommended in the final Senate 
Inquiry Report of June 2021.

Rent Assistance
As part of the October 2020 Federal Budget, 
the Government finally agreed, after 15 years of 
campaigning by the TPI Federation, and as from 
September 2022, to allow TPIs eligibility of the 
Federal Governments Rent Assistance allowance. 
The TPI Federation disagreed with the length of 
time this provision would take to be implemented 
and, as a result, as part of the May 2021 Federal 
Budget, this timeline was bought forward so that 

this initiative could commence on the 1st January 
2022.

This provision will enable all eligible TPIs to have 
their TPI Compensation payment not included 
as income for the purposes of the income and 
assets test for this allowance. This will enable 
approximately 2800 TPIs to utilise this allowance.

Further information on this provision can be 
found at – 
a. TPI Federation Letter – Rent Assistance 

Information - https://bit.ly/36bHIUR, 
[Editor’s note: Also on page 13 of this issue of 
Salute.]

b. DVA Fact Sheet – Help with your Rent - https:/ /
bit.ly/3wjYlJs.

c. DVA ‘How-To’ Accommodation Information - 
https://bit.ly/3AfJQZM. 

VEA Disability Optional Assessment Model 
(OAM)
DVA announced that as of the 31st May 2021, the 
new VEA Disability Optional Assessment Model is 
now available for all TPIs. This will enable all TPIs 
who wish to add medical conditions to their DVA 
Accepted Disabilities will no longer be obliged to 
have a full-body reassessment. Previously such 
a reassessment meant that it was possible that, 
for some, previously accepted disabilities to be 
reassessed as they were no longer an issue for the 
TPI.

This new OAM enables any TPI who wishes to 
have additional medical conditions added to their 
Accepted Disabilities to opt for either or a full-body 
reassessment, or just an assessment of the new 
condition. Further information can be found at 
https://bit.ly/3hVWYek.  

There is no compulsion to do anything and 
for you to continue with your current Accepted 
Disabilities. Should you wish to travel overseas 
– when we can – is possibly the only reason you 
may wish to consider this option. If you wish to 
utilise this facility then you will need to contact a 
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Compensation Officer at an Ex-Service Organisation 
in your area for the appropriate paperwork to be 
completed. This does not change any of your current 
entitlements.

Australian War Memorial Redevelopment
The AWM Director, Mr Matt Anderson PSM, has 
provided a letter at https://bit.ly/3xxiP21 and 
a promotional video which can be found at 
https://bit.ly/2UHAVQh as an update on the AWM 
redevelopment project. This redevelopment of the 
AWM is vitally important especially to the post-
Vietnam Veterans and their families. Without such a 
record of history that the AWM is, no Veteran would 
be honoured and remembered in the way that we 
know it should and has been in the past.
[Editor’s note: The letter is on page 19 of this issue 
of Salute.]

Australian War Memorial Sufferings of War 
and Service Recognition
Following three years’ work with veterans, their 
families, ex-service organisations (including the TPI 
Federation) and the Departments of Defence and 
Veterans’ Affairs, a new sculpture will be placed 
on the grounds of the Australian War Memorial 
recognising the sufferings of war and service that 
can occur for many families over many decades.

The previous Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 
Darren Chester MP, said the sculpture would 
provide a permanent place at the Australian 
War Memorial in recognition of those who have 
experienced and witnessed the ongoing traumas 
that can result from military service. This is of 
particular importance to the TPI Veterans, their 
families and friends.

“The commission will take two years to craft and 
be a significant work of site-specific, contemporary 
art and a major addition to the Memorial’s National 
Collection. Alex Seton’s proposal, Every drop shed 
in anguish, will be a field of sculpted Australian 
pearl marble droplets in the Memorial’s Sculpture 
Garden. 

Artist’s impression of the memorial to be sculptured by Alex 
Seton, an Australian sculptor best known for his marble 
sculptures.

‘Every droplet has a unique shape, defined by its 
delicate surface tension, as if about to burst. Their 
rounded liquid forms suggest blood, sweat or tears 
— for every drop ever shed in anguish,’ artist Alex 
Seton said. ‘Most importantly, when touched these 
forms reveal themselves to have an inner strength 
and resilience that provides hope and promise of 
healing.’ 

Subject to final approval by the National 
Capital Authority, the installation is expected to 
be completed in the second half of 2023” (DVA 
Minister’s Media Release – 16 June 2021).

Council on the Aging
The Royal Commission into Aged Care has been 
finalised and reported to Government. A result 
of some of the findings, enabled COTA to be 
assigned as an Aged Care Provider for the ‘Aged 
Care Navigator’ program. More information on this 
can be found at https://bit.ly/36ysRUI. COTA is a 
national organisation that can assist Veterans and 
their families in navigating the MyAgedCare maze 
that can, at times, be confusing.

What’s important and what’s not
You and your families are important. Australia has 
another Federal election coming in the next 12 
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months. The TPI Federation would like to hear from 
you, and your families, on what you think is most 
important for you that you would like to see occur 
as a result of this election. We need you to tell us 
what is important to you. Can you please drop an 
email, or make a call to the TPI Federation or to your 
local State/Territory TPI Association, to advise us of 
what you and your family need and, if possible, how 
you think what you need can be achieved. Any, and 
all, information will be treated confidentially.

Final Comments
Should you require hard copies of any of the 
documents referred to by computer links in this 

Important Dates

Royal Commission Started: 8 July 2021

Rent Assistance Eligibility for TPIs begins: 1 January 2022

Royal Commission Submissions Close: 31 March 2022

Royal Commission Interim Report: 11 August 2022

Royal Commission Final Report:  15 June 2023

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
 TPI Federation President

Phone: 0417 291 546
Email: federation@tpifed.org.au

report, please email the TPI Federation or contact 
your local State/Territory TPI Association.

 Should you wish to speak to the TPI Federation, 
or your local State/Territory TPI Associations, on any 
of these, or any other issue, please contact us.

The Eternal Flame at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra is a sculptural 
feature of the Pool of Reflection in the 
commemorative courtyard.



12  //  Spring 2021 SALUTE

Attention: All Politicians, Bureaucrats, TPIs, 
TPI Federation Directors & Veterans
The TPI Federation wishes to apologise to all 
Politicians, Bureaucrats, TPIs, TPI Federation 
Directors (past and present) and all Veterans 
who have been denigrated, relentlessly and very 
personally, in any way, by the emails that some TPIs 
have been sending over the last six months. 

In particular, the most recent email that attacked 
a hard-working Senator is both unwarranted, 
repugnant and cruel.

The TPI Federation asks these recalcitrant 
emailers to think before sending your emails! The 
courage shown by those Politicians, Bureaucrats 
and the TPI Federation Directors who continue 
to work hard for all Veterans, including all TPIs 
(regardless of whether they are Operational 
or non-Operational Veterans), and despite the 
harsh, merciless personal diatribes, are to be 
complimented and emboldened so that they can 
continue their work.

Again, the TPI Federation apologises to all those 
affected by these emails and ask that all Veterans 
encourage one-another to be proactive in your 
advocacy to Politicians, Bureaucrats and the TPI 
Federation so as to enable important subject 
matters to be discussed and not this type of vitriol.

The TPI Federation invites any Politician, 
Bureaucrat, TPI or any Veteran to correspond 
with the TPI Federation Directors on any Veteran-
orientated issue. All Veteran-orientated issues will 
be responded to.

The Australian Federation of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen & Women Ltd (Incorporated in the ACT) 

TPI FEDERATION AUSTRALIA
“Disabled in our Service - United in our Cause”

“The more inept you are, 
the smarter you 
think you are.” 

Dunning-Kruger Effect

I always cheer up immensely 
if an attack is particularly 

wounding because I think, well, 
if they attack one personally, it 

means they have not a single 
political argument left. 

Margaret Thatcher

“Never argue with stupid 
people, they will drag you down 

to their level and then beat 
you with experience.” 

Mark Twain

The TPI Federation always welcomes robust 
discussion by any Veteran, on any Veteran 
orientated topic, but to resort to personal attacks 
of anyone, especially those who are working hard 
for you, is totally unacceptable and will not be 
countenanced in any form by the TPI Federation. 

When you resort to 
personal attacks, you’ve 

already lost the argument 
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“Show respect even to people 
who don’t deserve it; not as a 

reflection of their character, but 
as a reflection of yours.”

Thank you for your consideration of this most 
important matter.

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
TPI Federation President
Phone: 0417 291 546
Email: federation@tpifed.org.au

The following material was sent by TPI Federation President 
Pat McCabe for the information of TPI Members

Rent Assistance for Veterans
1 July 2021 
Dear TPIs 
As part of the 2020–21 Budget, the Government 
announced that the current Disability Income Rent 
Test would be removed. This test currently prevents 
some disability compensation recipients, including 
TPI Veterans, from receiving Rent Assistance. 
This applies to Veterans who receive the Service 
Pension, Income Support supplement or the 
Veteran Payment.

If the legislation is passed by the Parliament, the 
Disability Income Rent Test will be removed from 
1 January 2022. Attached is an information sheet 
from DVA which explains these changes and what 
you need to do.

You are encouraged to contact your local 
TPI Association should you require any further 
information, and to share this information with all 
Veterans who may benefit from this measure.

Yours sincerely

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
TPI Federation President
Phone: 0417 291 546
Email: federation@tpifed.org.au

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Veterans – Budget 2021-22
The Government listened to feedback from Veterans, 
their families and  the community that they wanted 
to see earlier implementation of the measure 
announced in the 2020-21 Budget.

As a result of this feedback, the implementation 
timeframe has been revised, and elements of the 
measure will now commence on 1 January 2022. 
This will bring benefits to the most severely impaired 
Veterans sooner.

The provisions starting on 1 January 2022 
include:
• removing the disability income rent test, 

which results in severely disabled Veterans 
receiving less rent assistance than those with 
lesser disabilities, because of the amount of 
compensation they receive;

• exempting the disability pension from the Social 
Security Act income test, which means that the 
payment of the Defence Force Income Support 
Allowance (DFISA) will no longer be required; and

• renaming the Disability Pension to the Disability 
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Compensation Payment. This will clearly identify 
that the Disability Pension is not an income support 
pension but is instead a compensation payment.
These changes will simplify the way income 

support payments are calculated and administered 
by the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) and 
Centrelink. Once the measure is implemented, a 
Veteran’s social security payment will be equal to the 
sum of their current reduced social security payment and 
their current DFISA payment.

Some private renters may receive more than they 
previously did. No Veteran will be worse off as a result of 
the abolition of DFISA. Some Veterans paying private 
rent may receive an increased rate of Rent Assistance 
depending on their individual circumstances.

Eligibility for Rent Assistance
If you receive the Service Pension, Income Support 
supplement or the Veteran Payment and if you are 
renting privately, you may become entitled to Rent 
Assistance.

You will not be eligible for Rent Assistance if 
you:
• live in State or Territory Government public 

housing
• pay rent (as at 20 March 2021) that is less than 

the threshold
of $125.80 per fortnight for singles
or $203.60 combined for couples.
Go to https://bit.ly/3wjYlJs for an indication of 

current DVA Rent Assistance information.

What you need to do
Before December 2021, please check that we have 
your correct accommodation details, including 
whether you are privately renting and the amount 
of rent you are paying.

If you are eligible, you will need to provide 
evidence of the rent you are currently paying. 
For example, you could provide a rent receipt or 
notification of rent increase from your agent or 
landlord. You should have this information available 
should it be required.

Expanded face-to-face services for 
Australian veterans and their families  
30 June 2021
Directors
The following information has been provided by 
DVA for the information of you and your Members.

“I would like to provide you with further 
information about a significant expansion in the 
way the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) 
delivers services to veterans and their families. 

DVA has been working with Services Australia 
to provide services and support to veterans and 
their families via a Standardised Service Offer that 
delivers a more equitable and connected face-to-
face experience.

From tomorrow, Veterans and their families 
will be able to access DVA services at 318 Services 
Australia service centres across Australia.

Veterans and their families who attend a 
Services Australia service centre can seek assistance 
for a series of DVA services, such as:
• printing and lodgement of DVA forms and 

supporting documents;
• fielding general enquiries;
• connection with DVA subject matter experts and 

support services such as Open Arms; and
• supporting veterans and their families in 

accessing online services in these service 
centres.
All Services Australia staff in the 318 service 

centres will undertake mandatory training 
to ensure veterans and their families are well 
supported.

The expanded service offering will not impact 

You can update your information online via 
MyService or by calling 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 
372). If you  don’t have a MyService account, go to 
www.dva.gov.au/myservice to create one.

If you don’t have access to the internet, please 
contact your local TPI Association office for 
assistance.
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the services and support currently provided though 
DVA’s Veterans Access Network. Existing services 
provided through Veteran Information Service sites 
and existing co-located offices will continue as 
normal.

Another exciting part of the service expansion is 
that the 318 service centres will also commemorate 
the service and sacrifice of veterans and their 
families by actively recognising and promoting 
significant national events such as ANZAC Day and 
Remembrance Day.

These changes will enable easier access to 
services, in particular for those living in rural and 
regional areas, and are an important expansion of 
the DVA footprint to reach the veteran community.  
Veterans and their families will be able to walk 
into any Services Australia shopfront and receive 
assistance. The list of service centre locations 
and other information will be available on DVA’s 
internet site from 1 July 2021.

I would be very interested to hear your view or 
any questions you may have on this exciting new 
expansion of DVA service offer. Please do so by 
contacting me on vis@dva.gov.au. I will endeavour 
to get back to you as soon as possible.”

Thank you

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
TPI Federation President
Phone: 0417 291 546

Veteran Family Advocate—April & May 2021 
Snapshots
11 August 2021
Directors
The following has been received from the 
Veteran Family Advocate, Ms Gwen Cherne, as 
an introduction to her Veteran Family Advocate 
Snapshot information newsletters.  This is provided 
to you for your information and that of your 
Members.

Should you wish to subscribe to further editions 

of Ms Cherne’s information Snapshots, can you 
please email her and advise her of a suitable email 
address for this to be sent.

“In my role as Veteran Family Advocate I have 
been building relationships, networks and a 
broader understanding of the needs and concerns 
of veteran families all over Australia. Our world 
keeps changing—that has never been more true 
than in the last 18 months—and therefore veteran 
families’ needs keep evolving.

My engagements with veterans and their 
families and the ex-service organisations mean I 
am able to provide feedback directly to DVA and 
government at the highest levels regarding the 
current needs and concerns of veteran families.  
These snapshots offer the highlights from my work. 
I will continue to provide these updates in the 
months and years to come.  I hope you find them 
useful and welcome any feedback you may have.   

Please feel free to share my snapshots or 
email VFA@dva.gov.au to subscribe for future 
updates.

Take care, stay safe and stay tuned for more.
Warmest regards,
 

Gwen Cherne
Veteran Family Advocate
Commissioner
Repatriation Commission” 

Editor’s note: The following link provides 
access to a PowerPoint presentation by 
Veteran Family Advocate, Ms Gwen Cherne, 
which includes her April 2021 Snapshot, 
edition #1: https://veteransadvocate.net.au/
wp-content/uploads/2021/06/VFAA0036_
GwenCherne_20210525_PDF.pdf

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
TPI Federation President
Phone: 0417 291 546
www.tpifed.org.au 
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Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits: A Request for Ex-Service Organization Support

Introduction
1. An outcome of the recent Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References (FADT) Committee inquiry 

into “Accuracy of information provided to Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits (DFRDB) 
members” was the finding that: 
“There was no consensus in the suggestions to the committee on a way forward on these  issues.”

2. Australian Defence Force Retirees Association Inc. (ADFRA) proposes a united front.

ADFRA
3. ADFRA, incorporated (No. A0108062R) under Consumer Affairs Victoria and Associations  Incorporation Reform Act 

2012, was formed in 2018 because the Ex-Service Organization  Round Table (ESORT) forum does not represent 
DFRDB members’ concerns regarding their superannuation.

4. ADFRA, which has already attracted 4,433 members, does represent those concerns and  recently 
submitted to and appeared before the FADT Committee.

5. However, as was the case with the Commonwealth Ombudsman’s investigation in 2019, the Terms 
of Reference for the inquiry ensured that DFRDB members’ prime concern, the  legislated erosion of 
benefits, did not have to be addressed.

The DFRDB Scheme
6. The DFRDB scheme provides superannuation, invalidity and death benefits for men and women, who were serving 

members of the Australian Defence Force (ADF) before 1 October 1972, and for those who enlisted in the ADF 
between 1 October 1972 and 30 September 1991. Members who continued to serve beyond 1 October 1991 had 
the option of remaining in the scheme.

7. More than 70,000 Defence Force personnel were subject to the scheme. Of those, some  30,000 are already 
deceased, and fewer than 1,000 are still serving. 

Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits: A Request for Ex-Service Organization Support
30 July 2021 
Directors
The attached is provided for the information of you and your Members.
Thank you

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
President
Phone: 0417 291 546
www.tpifed.org.au 

Australian Defence Force Retirees Association Inc.
No. A0108026R
We represent the interests of Defence Force retirees regarding their superannuation

www: https://www.adfra.org/ Email: admin@adfra.org
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The Defined Benefits
8. DFRDB is an “unfunded” defined benefit scheme. Serving members were compulsorily transferred and required to 

contribute 5.5% of their salary, which bore no relationship to  their benefits. The benefits, defined in Defence Force 
Retirement and Death Benefits Act 19731 (the Act), are:
a. Retirement Pay,2 for members who served a minimum of 20 years and late-entry officers who 

served a minimum of 15 years
b. Class A and Class B Invalidity Pay,3 for members with 60% or more and 30% or more  incapacity, respectively
c. Class C Invalidity Pay,4 for members with less than 30% incapacity
d. Contributing Member Spouse’s Pension,5 for the eligible spouses of members who          died while still serving
e. Recipient Member Spouse’s Pension,6 for the eligible spouses of deceased members  who were 

receiving Retirement Pay or Class C Invalidity Pay when they died
f. Children’s Pension,7 for the eligible children
g. Orphan’s Pension8, for the eligible orphans.

Entitlement to Commutation
9. To assist the resettlement into civilian life of members in receipt of Retirement Pay or Class C Invalidity Pay, 

Commutation provisions entitled them to receive as a lump sum, an advance payment of between 4 and 5 times 
their initial entitlement, in exchange for a proportionate reduction of their ongoing benefit payments. 

Indexation of the Defined Benefits
10. In 1977, Pension Increases provisions related the adjustment of the defined benefit, from 1976 to 2014, 

directly to the increases in the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
11. In 2014, a Fair Indexation amendment of the Act aligned the adjustment of the defined benefits of recipients 

aged 55 and over with the adjustment of Service Pensions and Age Pensions.

The Legislated Erosion of the Defined Benefits
12. The erosion of the defined benefits is achieved, in the Act, by the wording of:

a. The Pension Increases provisions9 which:
i. related the adjustment of the defined benefits, from 1976 to 2014, directly to the increases in the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI), an index that had already been rejected in 1972, because it failed “to fairly 
represent changes in general community living standards”. From 1991 to 2014 the CPI fell 25% below 
Average Weekly Earnings, which  had been considered to be a more appropriate measure of the increase 
in the Cost of Living.

ii. continue to relate defined benefit increases to the CPI for recipients aged under  55; and
iii. exclude 10% to 40% of the defined benefits from the application of indexation increases based on 

outdated life expectancy factors, thereby discriminating by gender, age on retirement, and retirement 
date.

b. The Commutation provisions,10,11 transform the proportionate reduction of Retirement Pay and 
Class C Invalidity Pay payments, after commutation, into a  permanent reduction and refer to 
outdated life expectancy factors.

13. To date, the Pension Increases provisions have eroded the defined benefits for members who retired in 
the 1970s and 1980s by almost 40%. At the same time, the Commutation provisions ensure that every 
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member who elected to receive an advance payment of their  Retirement Pay and Class C Invalidity 
Pay entitlements, and lives to their current life expectancy, will repay the advanced lump sum from 1.3 
times to almost three times, depending on their gender and age when they commuted.

ADFRA’s Objectives
14. Since its formation, ADFRA has advocated on behalf of DFRDB recipients to seek:

a. a review of the Act and its amendment to remove the defined benefit erosion provisions
b. the restoration of members’ defined benefits to a fair, current value
c. the reimbursement of Retirement Pay and Class C Invalidity Pay reductions that  have exceeded the amount 

commuted.

Legal Action
15. ADFRA has initiated, per one of its members (a retired lawyer), an application to the Federal Court which, in 

layman’s terms, seeks a declaration that retirement pay reductions after commutation do not exceed the 
amount commuted, and a constitutional writ requiring the payment of retirement pay per the declaration. 
That application is currently awaiting the allocation of a judge.

16. ADFRA is contemplating a further application to the Federal Court, which seeks a declaration that the 
legislated erosion of benefits is “acquisition of property on other than just terms” per section 51(xxxi) of 
the Constitution.

Support sought
17. ADFRA seeks the support of Ex-Service Organizations for its initiatives for the remediation objectives 

outlined in paragraph 13 above by advocating on behalf of ADFRA within the state and national forums 
in which those organizations have influence.

18. ADFRA asks Ex-Service Organization members to register their support, free of     subscription or membership fees  
at: https://adfra.org/reg.php.

1  Defence Force Retirement and Death Benefits Act 1973
2  Ibid, Section 2
3  3 Ibid, Section 31 
4  Ibid, Section 32 
5  Ibid, Section 38 
6  Ibid, Section 39 
7  Ibid, Section 42 
8  Ibid, Section 43
9  Ibid, Section 98B 
10  Ibid, Section 24 
11  Ibid, Section 32A

J G Hislop, OAM 27 July 2021
President
Australian Defence Force Retirees Association Inc.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

7 June, 2021  EXEC-90-15938

Dear Supporters,

It has been some time since we have welcomed 
many of you in person to the Australian War 
Memorial.

I am pleased that travel restrictions have eased 
across most of the country and we have welcomed 
visitors in strong numbers during the April Easter 
period. We certainly hope this continues, and with 
school students also returning, it is a welcome 
sight.

Anzac Day 2021 commemorations were held 
in accordance with a Covid-19 safe plan and the 
exemption granted by ACT Health. The ticketed 
Dawn Service and National Ceremony with 
veterans’ banner march saw us welcome some 
6,600 attendees. A welcome increase on 2020!

The Memorial’s large scale digitisation project 
of national collection materials continues with 
collections such as Second World War official 
diaries, film and photographic negatives as well as 
private and official archival records now digitised 
and further collections to be completed over the 
coming 13 months.

The planning of three touring exhibitions 
is underway, to be displayed at galleries and 
museums around Australia. Art in Conflict, 
showcasing the contemporary official war art and 
commissions, will commence touring in Sydney in 
August. Ink in the Lines— Tattoos in the Australian 
Military will be on display in Wagga Wagga this 
November, the first of eight venues. Further, the 
engaging exhibition Action! Film & War will tour to 
four venues commencing in late 2022.

The Memorial’s Development Project 
continues to attract strong media interest. The 
last but important approval process is for early 

works commencement with the National Capital 
Authority, which has recently been granted. The 
onsite changes this brings will be communicated 
soon.

A number of early approvals have supported 
enabling project works to prepare us for the 
Development. This has included the extended 
Poppy’s Cafe carpark, installation of construction 
site sheds and temporary relocation or storage 
of some sculptures and other National Collection 
gallery displays including Anzac Hall prior to the 
forecast construction schedule.

Gallery Development within the expanded 
gallery space is the crucial aspect of the project to 
tell the stories of our modern veterans. Extensive 
national consultation on the approach to the 
galleries has been completed in recent months. 
The appointment of representatives to five advisory 
groups has commenced, to inform and advise the 
project in the months and years ahead.

A Development Project of this scale is all 
consuming, but our sights are firmly on why we 
are doing it. The Memorial is for all veterans of all 
generations, and those from more recent conflicts 
have earned the right to have their stories told 
here at the centre of the nation’s commemoration 
of Australian sacrifice. We will continue to lead 
remembrance and understanding of our wartime 
experience—Our Continuing Story.

Mr Matt Anderson, PSM
Director 
Australian War Memorial
tel: (02) 6243 4262
web: www.awm.gov.au

Here is their spirit, in the heart of the land they 
loved; and here we guard the record which they 
themselves made.  CEW Bean
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The Department of Veterans’ Affairs Anzac Portal 
shares Australia’s military and service history 
through the experience of veterans. In particular, 
the Anzac Portal provides information about 
the hardship of overseas service. Such hardship 
extends to family and friends left behind. The Anzac 
Portal commemorates this service and sacrifice 
through uncovering the experiences of the men 
and women who have served Australia in wars, 
conflicts and peace. This includes remembering 
Vietnam veterans and a National Commemorations 
Program. The portal also provides several education 
resources. The Anzac Portal can be accessed at: 
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/about-us. 

The Anzac Portal recently produced a feature 
story commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
Operation Overlord, including the Battle of Long 
Khanh—one of Australia’s last major actions in 
the Vietnam War. Operation Overlord began on 5 
June 1971, when Australian troops were deployed 
to prevent the enemy from gaining a foothold in 
Phuoc Tuy Province. On 7 June, Australian troops 
saw over eight hours of intense fighting, resulting in 
the defeat of enemy troops and the discovery of a 
bunker system comprising more than 100 bunkers. 
In the following days, the bunker system was 
explored and subsequently destroyed. Read more 
about Operation Overlord at: https://www.dva.
gov.au/newsroom/vetaffairs/vetaffairs-vol-37-no1-
april-2021/50th-anniversary-operation-overlord-
vietnam. You can also read about Australians in 
the Vietnam war at: https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
wars-and-missions/vietnam-war-1962-1975.

One of the Vietnam War experiences described 
at the Anzac Portal is that of Special Air Service 
trooper John Thurgar, who served in Vietnam in 
1970. Unfortunately for him, homecoming was a 

disappointing experience. Thurgar says, “Vietnam, 
it’s only part of my life, but the physical and 
emotional and psychological impact remains…You 
have to learn to live with that, you know, leave that 
in a box and try not to let it out.” John later became 
a senior investigator for Unrecovered War Casualties 
and worked with Operation Aussies Home. You can 
watch John tell his story at: https://anzacportal.dva.
gov.au/resources/john-thurgar-australian-army-
operation-aussies-home.

Colleen Mealy is another Australian who 
describes her Vietnam War experiences at the Anzac 
Portal. Colleen was one of the first four Australian 
Army nurses in Vietnam. She found that she was 
being sent to Vietnam in an unusual way. Colleen 
recalls, “I found out on the ABC radio. They said four 
nurses were going. My name came up so I raced 
down to matron’s quarters and said, ‘I’ve just heard 
I’m going to Vietnam!’ And she said, ‘It’s a secret.’ 
I said, ‘Well it’s not anymore.’ “ Colleen describes 
casualties arriving for treatment as medics would 
be “popping drips in both arms and an ankle if you 
could get it” and sometimes with a rifle strapped to 

The Anzac Portal

Still image taken from video John Thurgar (Australian 
Army), Bringing the Last Aussies Home on the ANZAC 
Portal.
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a leg to serve as a splint. You can watch Colleen talk 
about her time in Vietnam at: https://anzacportal.
dva.gov.au/resources/colleen-mealy-australian-
army-army-nurse.

Interactive and engaging digibooks for primary 
and secondary students are available through the 
Anzac Portal. These resources use video footage, 
pictures and discussion questions to detail a 
variety of Australian military activities. One of 
these resources is In Their Own Words, featuring 
Australian Vietnam veterans discussing many topics 
and sharing their personal experiences. Short oral 
history videos and discussion questions for In Their 
Own Words are available at: https://anzacportal.dva.
gov.au/resources/australian-experiences-vietnam-
war-their-own-words.

In addition to exploring the Vietnam War, the 
Anzac Portal offers information on a range of 
other operations. These include an Armchair Tour 
of the Western Front, which uses virtual reality 
technology, interactive videos and stunning 
360-degree drone footage to facilitate exploration 
of eight European World War I battle sites. This tour 
can be accessed via the Anzac 360 app, available 

at: https://apps.apple.com/au/app/anzac-360/
id1441104750. Material is also available on 
Australian involvement in the lesser-known World 
War I Serbian Campaign at: https://anzacportal.dva.
gov.au/wars-and-missions/ww1/where-australians-
served/serbian-campaign. A digital book, Then 
and Now: Jobs in the Australian Defence Forces, can 
be accessed at: https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/
resources/then-and-now-jobs-australian-defence-
forces. 

Popular resources on Australia’s military and 
service history include Australian Women in 
War (https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/
australian-women-war); Anzac Legend Great Debates 
(https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/anzac-
legend-great-debates); Australian Women and 
War (https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/
australian-women-and-war); Ellen Savage: Stories of 
Service (https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/
media/video/ellen-savage-stories-service); and 
Australian Women in War: Service, Courage and 
Care (https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/
australian-women-war-service-courage-and-care). 

Still image taken from video Colleen Mealy (Australian Army), Army Nurse on the ANZAC Portal. 
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Bostock Mr Norman Bombardier  ARMY
Elley Mr Raymond Commander  Royal Australian Navy
Hardy Mr Clive Thomas Corporal 1 ARU ARMY 1st Australian Reinforcement Unit
Jones Mr Peter Corporal 38 and 5 SQNS RAAF Squadrons
Reeves Mr Hardcourt J Sapper 51 FLD PK COY ARMY 51st Field Park Company WWII
Webb  Mr Jack E Craftsman 102 FLD WSP ARMY 102 Field Workshops SVN
Weeks Mr John William Sapper 2/14 FLD COY ARMY 2/14 Field Company WWII
Williams,  Mr Bernard Gordon Lance Corporal 1RAR ARMY 1st Royal Australian Regiment
Williams Mr Robert Private HQ 1ALSG ARMY Headquarters 1st Aust Logistics 
      Support Group SVN

Marched On
We deeply and sincerely regret to report the deaths 

of the following Members since our last issue.

Ode
They bade no-one a last farewell, or even said goodbye 

Their souls had left before we knew, and God alone knows why.
They would not ask for sorrow, they would not ask for tears 

But just to be remembered throughout the passing years.

Widows/Widowers 
Would you like to receive Salute magazine 
regularly? The subscription cost is $10.00 
per year. Please contact Sara Thorne at 
the TPI office on (02) 9235 1466 Monday 
– Wednesday, 9am – 4pm or via email on 
office@tpinsw.org.au

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there, I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glint on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you wake in the morning hush,
I am the swift, uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight.
I am the soft starlight at night.

Do not stand at my grave and weep.
I am not there, I do not sleep.
Do not stand at my grave and cry.
I am not there, I did not die!
– Anon
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New Members
We have great pleasure in welcoming the following new members to the Association: 

Allan Ms Joella Annastasia Royal Australian Corps of Signals, 145th Signal Squadron
Chick Mr William Allan Royal Australian Navy, various ships
Coupland Mr Warren Gale Australian Army 12th Field Regiment
Green Mr Barton Phillip 1st and 2nd Commando Regiments, Special Operations Command
McGlynn Mr Paul Thomas RAAF No. 1 Recruit Training Unit
Tate Mr Scott Incident Response Regiment, Special Operations Command
Wagg Mr Jason Lee Royal Australian Navy
Youd Mr Adrian Scott 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 

Telephone: 133 254 Regional callers: 1800 555 254 
Postal address: GPO Box 9998, Brisbane QLD 4001
• SYDNEY: Tower B, Centennial Plaza, 280 

Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills (Mon-Fri, 8.30-5.00)
• LISMORE: Office 6, Level 1, 17 Conway Street, 

Lismore (Mon-Fri, 8.30-4.30)
• NEWCASTLE: Suite 1 & 2, 6-8 Auckland Street, 

Newcastle (Mon-Fri, 8.30-4.30)
• TWEED HEADS SOUTH: DHS Service Centre, 100 

Blundell Boulevard, Tweed Heads South (Mon-
Fri, 8.30-4.30)

VAN information and services are also available 
through arrangements with Department of 
Human Services (DHS) Service Centres:
• BEGA: 49-61 Church Street, Bega

• CANBERRA: Services Australia, 2-6 Bowes Street, 
Phillip ACT (Mon-Fri, 8.30-4.30)

• COFFS HARBOUR: 21-25 Duke Street, Coffs 
Harbour

• DUBBO: 64 Wingewarra Street (Cnr Macquarie), 
Dubbo

• NOWRA: 4 Lawrence Street, Nowra
• ORANGE: 189-191 Anson Street, Orange
• PORT MACQUARIE: 5-7 Short Street, Port 

Macquarie
• TAMWORTH: 219-223 Peel Street, Tamworth
• TAREE: 184-188 Victoria Street, Taree
• WAGGA WAGGA: 63 Thompson Street, Wagga 

Wagga
• WYONG: 25-27 Hely Street, Wyong.

Feel free to make use of our facilities and attend meetings that are held on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 1 pm, at Barracks on Barrack, 2nd Floor, 5-7 Barrack Street, Sydney. The Association is seeking 
members interested in becoming Welfare Officers or joining our Social & Welfare Clubs, if interested, please 
contact our Social & Welfare Clubs, contact details can be found in this issue of Salute.

Until further notice, the Association office will be closed due to Covid-19 lockdown. Therefore we ask 
that, for your own health and safety, members do not visit the office until the NSW government lifts the 
restrictions.

DVA – NSW & ACT Veterans’ Access Network ( VAN) Offices
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Held Tuesday, 27 April 2021, 1.00 pm.
Combined Services RSL Club Barrack Street, Sydney Chair: Patrick Bright, OAM

1. Quorum (30 required) 32 members were present and recorded in the attendance book
2. Opening: The Chairman welcomed members and recited the Ode
3. Apologies: Taken from the floor and added to the apologies sheet
Motion that the apologies be accepted: Bill Cox / seconded: Garry Cairncross.

 – MOTION CARRIED
4. President’s Report.

 – The president, Mr Pat Bright conveyed his apologies for not attending the March members meeting, 
during which time floods in his area stopped him from travelling to Sydney.

 – The president thanked all members for their regular attendance at members meetings.
 – He noted that the current issue of Salute contains detailed coverage of the Federation Congress held in 

Canberra from 16-19 March 2021 and attended by directors Les Vincent and Pat Bright.
 – The Christmas in July luncheon will be held at the Combined Services Club on Tuesday 6 July 2021 from 

12pm. Numbers will be limited to 90 people, please contact the office to make bookings. Tickets are $40 
per head.

 – The Prime Minister recently announced a royal commission into veterans’ suicides. The date and terms 
of reference have not yet been publicised. It is hoped that this is not a wasted opportunity to do 
something positive for veterans and their families, as the veteran community has been let down many 
times in the past.

 – At the March 2021 board meeting, Mr Bill Cox notified the directors that he would be resigning his 
position as a director effective from 25 May 2021. Bill has been an integral part of the board for many 
years and his contribution to TPINSW has been exemplary. Wishing Bill and his wife Sue the very best for 
the future.

 – There will be a Senate Estimates Committee inquiry into TPI pensions and remuneration. Currently the 
pension is approximately 61% of the minimum wage and this is not acceptable to TPI veterans. There is 
quite a lot of support from independent Senators such as Jackie Lambie.

There were no questions from the floor. Motion that the President’s Report be accepted: Merv Nann / 
seconded: John Alford.

MOTION CARRIED

Minutes of the 
Meeting of Members
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5. Minutes
Minutes of the Meeting of Members held on 25 February 2020 (last meeting held before the Covid 
lockdown).

 – moved that the minutes be tabled: Kevin Kelly / seconded: Alan Abraham. MOTION CARRIED

Matters arising: NIL
 – moved that the minutes be adopted: Garry Cairncross / seconded: Keith Pratt. MOTION CARRIED

 
6. Correspondence and Secretary’s Report
 NIL
7. General Business

 – Alan Abraham recalled that the March 2021 members’ meeting was chaired by Bill Cox and  thanked Bill 
for doing an excellent job as acting chair.

 – Ian Brady asked for an update on the request from the Blacktown Social & Welfare Club on its request 
for funds for a bus trip. The Chairman advised that the TPI Association already provides funds for 
the S&W clubs with a reverse capitation fee of $50 per member and these funds should be used for 
such purposes. The board is also aware of funding by DVA for six free bus trips per year and will pass 
on information to the Blacktown club president. Ian Brady suggested that the Association increase 
capitation fees and that the Chairman take this to the Board.

 – Keith Pratt advised that several years ago, a DVA staff member came to the Association to speak to 
members about free bus trips. He requested the Association to publish details in the next Salute.

 – Keith Pratt also requested that the names of the welfare officers published in Salute be reviewed and 
updated as some were either deceased or no longer able to do this role.

 – Glen Ward mentioned that there is an independent inquiry taking place into the DFRB and  DFRBD 
superannuation scheme in relation to commutation of benefits. He encouraged members to consider 
making submissions to the inquiry.

 – The Chairman drew everyone’s attention to some handout materials circulated from AVCAT. 
Representatives from AVCAT addressed the board at today’s meeting. The TPI Association of NSW 
supports ten AVCAT scholarships. AVCAT is also a registered charity which can accept public donations.

 – Keith Cavanagh questioned the amount of funds TPINSW provides to AVCAT. The chairman advised that, 
in 2021, there are 10 scholarships at $6,000 each.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 12.30 pm.

Signed (Chairman)..........................................................................................................   Dated..........................................................
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The TPI Association of NSW Christmas Luncheon is 
scheduled for 12.00 pm on Tuesday 6th December 
2021 at a venue to be confirmed.
 
Given the uncertain nature of the current COVID 
lockdowns and restrictions, we are not able to take 
firm bookings and payments. However if you are 
interested in attending, please register your interest 
either by calling the office on (02) 9235 1466 or 
emailing us on office@tpinsw.org.au.
 
Once there is more certainty from the NSW 
government, we will contact you to advise the 
details of the venue and then confirm your booking 
and payment.

Reunions & Functions

TPI Association of NSW 
Christmas Luncheon

Do you have a reunion or 
function happening? 
Let us know and we can advertise 
it in this section.

The 50th Anniversary of Operation Overlord, 
which included the Battle of Long Khanh, was 
commemorated at the Australian Forces National 
Memorial, Canberra on Monday 7 June 2021. 
Several attendees of our Association (Headquarters 
1st Australian Task Force Association) were present, 
including but not limited to, Eddie Tricker, Bob Ellis, 
Ian Henderson and myself.  Apologies to others 
present but not identified by myself. Our Patron, Dr 
Mike Kelly also was in attendance.

Here is the YouTube link to the Anniversary 
event:  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5s4PwM3hHg4

It looks like the full ceremony is in the above clip.
The ceremony can also be viewed on ABC TV’s  

iView link, if you are “signed up” for iView:  
https://iview.abc.net.au/video/RV2002C001S00

Thanks to Eddie Tricker for sending these clips.

John Verhelst, MSc, MBA, JP
Phone:  0437 212 121 
Email:  jeverhelst@gmail.com

50th Anniversary of 
Operation Overlord
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Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, our 2020 
Reunion of Headquarters 1st Australian Task Force 
/ D & E Platoon (Nui Dat, South Vietnam 1966-1972) 
has now been rescheduled to 3-7 March 2022. It 
will still be held at the Capital Country Holiday Park, 
which is located just off the Federal Highway, some 
eight kilometres north-east of Canberra. 

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 
1965–1972 has had a lasting impact on all the 
servicemen and women who served there. HQ1ATF 
and its subunit Defence and Employment (D&E) 
Platoon, the longest continually serving infantry 
platoon in South Vietnam, served from 1966–1972 
and encountered much enemy action during those 
years. 

Each two years HQ1ATF Association holds a 
reunion and the upcoming rescheduled event 
will remember 50 years since we closed the 
gates of Nui Dat. It is anticipated that some 70 

veterans and 60 wives/partners (a total of 130 
people) will participate in the four-day event. The 
reunion is an important part of the Association’s 
efforts in the healing process which is achieved 
through the continual networking of members 
and also, importantly, their partners and carers. 
With objectives to improve health and well-being 
and to reduce social isolation, the reunion plays a 
significant role.

The Commemorative Dinner will be held on 
Saturday 5 March 2022 at Old Parliament House 
(Museum of Australian Democracy). The dinner will 
be preceded by a memorial service at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Anzac Avenue, Canberra. 

For details contact:
John Verhelst
Phone:  0437212121 
Email:  jeverhelst@gmail.com
www.hq1atf.org

Reunion: Canberra 3 – 7 March 2022 
Rescheduled Dates
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In Memory of our D&E losses at Long Khanh – 12 June 1971

Canberra: 3 March to 7 March 2022
Capital Country Holiday Park 

47 Bidges Road, SUTTON NSW 2620

Phone: (02) 6230 3433 

Email: bookings@capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au

Web: www.capitalcountryholidaypark.com.au

2022 REUNION PROGRAM

Thursday 3 March 2022
1400 onwards: Arrival at Capital Country Holiday Park (CCHP) for welcome and registration 
1800 onwards: Evening BBQ at the Mess Tent-CCHP. 

Friday 4 March 2022
Breakfast:  Own arrangements
1030 HQ1ATF Association Members meeting at meeting room, CCHP 
1300 Coach tour of Canberra visiting some of the major sites, including: Australian War Memorial, 

National Museum of Australia, Parliament House, National Gallery of Australia and the 
National Portrait Gallery 

1800 Group dinner, CCHP.

Saturday 5 March 2022
Breakfast:  Own arrangements
0930 A coach will depart CCHP for the Canberra Outlet Centre (Fyshwick) shopping mall 

(canberraoutletcentre.com.au) returning to CCHP about 12 noon. Alternately you may wish 
to further explore the Canberra region. Or enjoy a few drinks and lunch with mates at CCHP. 
Lunch: Own arrangements

1515 A busy afternoon and evening. Gentlemen, medals please. Coach transfer to RMC Duntroon 
for afternoon tea at Duntroon House, to be hosted by the PMC

1530 Arrive Duntroon 
1615 Travel onto Anzac Parade for our Commemorative Service at the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial. Our own Padre, Arthur Fry from Caloundra, will again officiate.

HQ1ATF Association Reunion
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1630 Arrive VV Memorial (Bugler at 1700)
1715 Continue by coach to Old Parliament House (Museum of Australian Democracy) for cocktails 

and our bi-annual Commemorative Dinner. Music by the RMC Military Band.
1730 Arrive Old Parliament House, cocktails and canapes
1830 Move to dining room, entertainment by RMC Military Band
1910 Main course is served.
1950 Words by Dr Mike Kelly
2005 Dessert
2100 Coaches back to CCHP.

Sunday 6 March 2022
Breakfast:  Own arrangements
At leisure until 1700
1700 Cocktails at Mess Tent CCHP
1800 Informal dinner (no ties, no medals) at Mess Tent CCHP. Kel and Mel will entertain us again.

Monday 7 March 2022
From 0800 Farewell “self-serve” BBQ breakfast at Mess Tent CCHP.

A man shows respect at Australian Vietnam War Memorial, Canberra on Vietnam Veterans’ Day, 18 August 2015.
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The HMAS Sydney Association is holding an event 
from Friday 19 November to Sunday 21 November 
2021 to mark the 80th anniversary of the loss of 
HMAS Sydney II.  HMAS Sydney II and all its 645 
crew were lost off the West Australian coast on 19 
November 1941 through a battle with the German 
cruiser Kormoran. Prior to its sinking, HMAS Sydney 
II carried out duties during World War II along with 
the British Mediterranean Fleet and acted as a 
convoy escort and patrol vessel.

The HMAS Sydney II 80th Memorial Weekend 
will begin at Denham, WA on Friday 19 November 
with a live stream of a memorial service in 
Geraldton, followed by a Ceremonial Sunset and 
a performance by the RAN Reserve Band. A late 
afternoon concert is planned for Saturday 20 
November, with a dawn service Memorial March 
taking place at 0600 on Sunday 21 November and 

then a small sea service and BBQ. This event is open 
to anyone who may have served on any of the HM 
ships named Sydney and to any relatives of those 
who were lost aboard Sydney II.

The event organisers have set up an eStore 
to sell items of clothing to wear at the Memorial 
Weekend. These items include a sweetheart badge 
and an HMAS Sydney II “Grey Gladiator” ball cap. 
Also featured on the website are two shirts—a 
memorial shirt and a community shirt. However, 
the deadline for ordering these shirts in time for 
the Weekend Memorial has passed. At the time 
of printing, it is not clear if the shirts might be 
available as keepsake items following the Weekend 
Memorial. But the eStore can be contacted through: 
https://estore.hmassydneymemorialgeraldton.com.
au/ .

All profits from the sale of Memorial 

HMAS Sydney II 80th Memorial Weekend

“Informal’ portrait of Hunter Valley crew members of HMAS Sydney II, with family and friends, at Newcastle 
Railway Station in the evening of 12 February 1941 (Australian War Memorial).
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merchandise will be donated to the Geraldton 
Volunteer Tour Guides Association. Please support 
these supportive and giving volunteers, by either 
purchasing from the Memorial eStore and by 
liking or following the Tour Guides Association 
on social media. They are a great bunch of people 
who honour our boys daily. You can access their 
Facebook page here: https://www.facebook.com/
geraldton.guides.

The event organisers hope to have 645 marchers 
at the dawn service Memorial March. The wearing 
of medals is optional for the march. To register your 
interest or obtain further information about this 
event contact:

Adrian Burns (Radar)
Lead Contact and Liaison
HMAS SYDNEY II 80th Anniversary 2021
Mobile: 0406 359 477 

The crew of HMAS Sydney II enjoy a luncheon in Sydney Town Hall after a ceremonial welcome 
home march through George Street, Sydney (Australian War Memorial).

Stained glass window 
commemorating 

HMAS Sydney II 
and other ships also 
named Sydney, in 
Garden Island Naval 
Chapel, Sydney 
(Attribution: Peter 
Ellis; license link: 
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/GNU_Free_
Documentation_
License ).
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DVA Media Releases
AUGUST 2021 
Ex-Service Organisations Convene Support for Afghan Veterans 18/08/2021
Vietnam Veterans Remembered 17/08/2021
Support Available for Australians Who Served in Afghanistan 16/08/2021
New Data on Veterans Released Day after Census 11/08/2021
Recognising the Australians Who Served in the Indonesian Confrontation 10/08/2021
Additional Mental Health Support for White Card Holders 10/08/2021
Anniversary of the Battle of Lone Pine, Gallipoli 06/08/2021
An Unknown Australian Soldier of the Great War Identified 04/08/2021
Census Question to Support Veterans 03/08/2021

JULY 2021 
The Battle of Romani 30/07/2021
Australia Pauses for Korean Veterans’ Day 26/07/2021
Commemorating the Western Front Battles 105 years on 18/07/2021
Joint Media Release—Defence and Veterans suicide 08/07/2021
Celebrating NAIDOC Week and Indigenous Veterans 06/07/2021

JUNE 2021 
Joint Media Release—Veteran Health Boost with Fussell House Opening 18/06/2021
Updated Advice Regarding AstraZeneca Vaccine 18/06/2021
New Sculpture to Recognise the Sufferings of War and Service 16/06/2021
Council of the Australian War Memorial Reappointment 16/06/2021
Veterans’ Oasis Opens in Townsville  09/06/2021
Australian War Memorial Early Works Approved 07/06/2021
Fifty Years since Operation Overlord, Including the Battle of Long Khanh 06/06/2021

MAY 2021 
How a Dog Can Change a Life 24/05/2021
Letter to the Editor—International Day of UN Peacekeepers 24/05/2021
Preparations for Royal Commission Moves to Next Phase 22/05/2021
Northern Tasmania Veterans Have Their Say 17/05/2021
Joint Media Release—South East Queensland Veteran Wellbeing Centre 13/05/2021
Securing the Future of Veteran Welfare and Support 11/05/2021
Saluting Their Service Grants Announced 08/05/2021
Joint Media Release—Regional NSW Veterans Get Boost in Wellbeing Support 07/05/2021
Victory in Europe Day 07/05/2021
Remembering the Battle of the Coral Sea 04/05/2021
Informing the Terms of Reference for the Royal Commission 03/05/2021
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Ex-service organisations from across the nation 
have met with the Australian Government today 
to throw their support behind efforts underway 
to assist veterans and families impacted by the 
situation in Afghanistan.

The Minister for Defence Personnel and Veterans’ 
Affairs convened the extraordinary meeting of 
the Ex-Service Organisations (ESO) Roundtable, 
bringing together key players in the Defence and 
veteran community, to coordinate veteran mental 
health outreach and support.

“We have a network of incredible veteran and 
community groups across the nation who are 
everyday delivering much needed services and 
support,” Minister Gee said. 

“I hosted a meeting this morning with our ESOs 
to join forces to support the veterans who served 
in Afghanistan and other conflicts, and also their 
families.

“Community and ex-service organisations 
play a critical role in the support of the veteran 
community and today they reiterated their 
commitment working with the Australian 
Government to deliver a united effort at this 
difficult time,” Minister Gee said.

Organisations in attendance included the 
Air Force Association, Australian War Widows, 
Defence Families Australia, Australian Peacekeeper 
and Peacemaker Veterans’ Association, Defence 

Reserves Association, Legacy Australia, Partners 
of Veterans Association of Australia, Returned 
and Services League of Australia, TPI Federation 
Australia, Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia 
and the Vietnam Veterans’ Federation of Australia.

“Over the last 20 years, Australia has been a 
steadfast contributor to the fight against terrorism 
in Afghanistan. Now the Defence and veteran 
community need to know that we are steadfast in 
our commitment to their wellbeing at home.

“Earlier this week I directed the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs to phone the families of ADF 
members who lost their lives in Afghanistan, as well 
as veterans that the department is aware of who 
could suffer adversely as a result of what is currently 
happening in Afghanistan, and let them know that 
support is available if it’s needed.

“I encourage anyone in need of help to access 
the services that are available to them and their 
families. 

“I would also encourage Australians to pick up 
the phone to say g’day to any veterans you may 
know. Now more than ever it’s vitally important to 
stay connected. A friendly voice can make all the 
difference to a mate who may be in need.”

Support services:
• Open Arms – Veterans & Families Counselling 

service is available 24/7 on 1800 011 04

• Safe Zone Support on 1800 142 072 is a free 
and anonymous counselling line for current 
serving ADF personnel, veterans and their 
families available 24/7

• Defence Family Helpline available for ADF 
members and their families, available 24/7 – 
dial 1800 624 608 

Minister Gee’s office: 0459 966 944

Ex-Service Organisations 
convene support for 
Afghan Veterans

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel 

Wednesday 18 August 2021



34  //  Spring 2021 SALUTE

Vietnam veterans 
remembered

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel

Tuesday, August 17 2021

Wednesday 18 August is Vietnam Veterans’ 
Day—an opportunity for our country to pause 
and remember the service and sacrifice of the 
Australians during the Vietnam War, and to 
acknowledge the 55th anniversary of the Battle of 
Long Tan.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Defence 
Personnel Andrew Gee said the Vietnam War was 
the longest conflict Australians were involved in 
during the 20th Century.

“Over 60,000 Australians served in the Vietnam 
War, including over 15,000 National Servicemen. 
Tragically 521 Australians lost their lives and some 
3,000 were wounded,” Minister Gee said.

“The first Australians to arrive in South Vietnam 
in 1962 were members of the Australian Army 
Training Team Vietnam.

“Australians would go on to serve in the war 
until the end of 1972, with Australia’s involvement 
in the war formally ending when the Governor-
General issued a proclamation on 11 January 1973.”

While 18 August is commemorated each year as 
Vietnam Veterans’ Day, it is also the anniversary of 
the Battle of Long Tan, Australia’s most costly battle 
in Vietnam.

On that day in 1966, 17 Australians were killed in 
action and 25 more were wounded, with one of the 
wounded succumbing to his injuries nine days later.

On the rubber plantation at the Battle of Long 
Tan, the waves of attacking Viet Cong Army were 
met by a combination of infantry and artillery fire 
and later fire from Armoured Personnel Carriers.

Despite the Australians being outnumbered 
ten-to-one by the Viet Cong, our troops had a 
considerable advantage of their own—the fire 
support of three batteries of 1 Field Regiment sited 
at Nui Dat, as well as a battery of American medium 
artillery from 2/35th Artillery Battalion.

The Australians eventually prevailed, but only 
after fighting in torrential rain for four hours. They 
were nearly overrun, but were saved by a timely 
ammunition resupply and reinforcements by an 
armoured personnel carrier.

“It was an extraordinary feat of arms in which 
Australians displayed great courage and resilience, 
but it was very costly,” Minister Gee said.

“At places like Binh Ba, Coral-Balmoral and 
many others, Australians fought and served with 
distinction, earning the respect of their allies and 
enemies alike.

“It’s vitally important we remember all of the 
men and women who served our country during 
the Vietnam conflict, and thank our veterans for 
answering the call when Australia asked them to 
go. We must never forget those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice.

“Unfortunately, many diggers were met with 
hostility upon their return home and were not 
given the respect or gratitude they deserved.

“We need to acknowledge that the wounds 
inflicted on many of our Vietnam veterans by some 
of their fellow Australians when they got back took 
a heavy toll. Families were too often left to pick up 
the pieces.

“My uncle served in Vietnam as a Nasho and 
I understand very clearly the selfless service 
and sacrifice of that extraordinary generation of 
Australians.

“I would also like to acknowledge the ongoing 
contribution of Vietnam veterans to the broader 
community along with the very important role they 
play as part of our wider ex-service community, 
including their work in helping to establish the 
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Vietnam Veterans’ Counselling Service, now known 
as Open Arms Veterans & Families Counselling.

“Open Arms was founded thanks to the lobbying 
and support of Vietnam veterans, and the service 
has in turn helped thousands of veterans and their 
families.”

The Long Tan Bursary was also established 
thanks to the support of Vietnam veterans. The 
Bursary provides education support for the children 
and grandchildren of Vietnam veterans, supporting 
them to acquire qualifications in their chosen 
careers.

Applications for the Long Tan Bursary open on 
Wednesday 18 August for eligible children and 
grandchildren of Vietnam veterans. Each year 37 
bursaries are awarded, worth up to $12,000 each. 
For more information on the scheme and how 
to apply, visit the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
website.

For more information on Vietnam Veterans’ 
Day, and the Battle of Long Tan, visit the 
Department’s Anzac Portal.

Media contact
Minister Gee’s office: 0459 966 944

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 
or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au 

Additional mental health 
support for white card 
holders

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel

Tuesday, August 10 2021

Ten thousand veterans with complex mental health 
needs will have access to a network of qualified GPs 
nationwide, following the expansion of support 
provided by the Australian Government.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Andrew Gee today 
announced the Coordinated Veterans’ Care (CVC) 
Program has been expanded to provide additional 
support for DVA White Card holders with an 
accepted mental health condition.

“The Australian Government already provides 
free mental health care to anyone who has served 
one day in uniform,” Minister Gee said. “This 
program goes a step further in providing dedicated 
and coordinated care to veterans with chronic 
conditions and complex care needs.

“No two veterans have had the same experience 
while in service, and their level of health care 
requirements and support should reflect these 
differences. The CVC Program aims to specifically 
support each participant based on their individual 
needs.

“Expanding the program means veterans with 
complex mental health needs can access this life 
saving support through their local GP.

“Our country asks so much of our men and 
women in uniform. In return, Australia needs to 
ensure they have the best care possible we can 
provide once their service concludes. This further 
mental health support is a very welcome and 
positive development.”

Previously open only to DVA Gold Card holders, 
the CVC Program engages general practitioners 
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and practice nurses to provide veterans in need 
with a multi-disciplinary care team, who develop 
and deliver comprehensive care plans to suit the 
individual needs of each veteran.

“The CVC program has proven to be effective in 
reducing unplanned hospitalisation and improving 
the quality of life for veterans in need of critical 
mental health care,” Minister Gee said.

“I am pleased that 4,888 GPs are already 
providing services to veterans and their families 
through the CVC program, and I would encourage 
GPs around Australia who are not in the program 
already to consider joining.

“The Australian Government is focused on 
addressing veteran mental health and suicide 
prevention within the Defence and veteran 
community. Expanding this program to Veteran 
White Card holders provides veterans with complex 
needs with the support they require to receive the 
best possible medical treatment.”

White Card holders need to have an accepted 
chronic mental health condition and meet the 
other eligibility criteria of the CVC Program. 
For more information on the CVC Program and 
eligibility visit the DVA website.

Minister Gee’s office: 0459 966 944 
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466 
Office of the Hon. Andrew Gee, Canberra ACT.

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 
or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au

Australia pauses for 
Korean Veterans’ Day

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel

Monday, July 26 2021

Sixty-eight years ago on 27 July, the Korean War 
Armistice was signed, marking the end of a three-
year conflict. Of the more than 17,000 Australians 
who fought, some 340 lost their lives to defend 
South Korea, over 1,216 were wounded and 29 
became prisoners of war.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister for 
Defence Personnel Andrew Gee said during the war, 
Australian Defence Forces served as part of a multi-
nation force with the United Nations Command.

“Australia was still recovering from losses 
suffered during the Second World War when the 
Korean People’s Army launched an offensive into 
South Korea, capturing Seoul within a week,” 
Minister Gee said.

“In June 1950, Prime Minister Robert Menzies 
committed ships of the Royal Australian Navy to a 
conflict that would see 21 nations join together to 
defend South Korea.

“Units from the Australian Army and the Royal 
Australian Air Force joined shortly thereafter and 
our Forces fought courageously defending the 
freedom of South Korea, despite the harsh climatic 
conditions and hazardous terrain on the peninsula.

“At places like Kapyong, Maryang San and many 
others, Australians served with distinction and 
made an invaluable contribution to the UN forces’ 
efforts to keep South Korea free.

“Some 340 Australians lost their lives, 29 
Australians were taken prisoner and 1,216 
Australians were wounded.

“On Korean Veterans’ Day, we pause to 
remember the men and women who served and 
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sacrificed for Australia in that conflict,” Minister Gee 
said.

The agreement for an Armistice was reached on 
19 July 1953 between the UN Command and North 
Korea.

The Armistice was signed at 10am on 27 July 
1953 and came into effect 12 hours later. Sporadic 
fighting continued throughout the day but with 
evening’s fall came silence.

“We should also give thanks to the Australian 
Defence personnel who served in Korea up until 
1957 as part of a multinational peacekeeping force 
in the post-armistice period.”

For more information on the history of the 
Korean War, visit the Korean War page on the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Anzac Portal.

Media contacts
Minister Gee’s office: 0459 966 944 
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466 
Office of the Hon. Andrew Gee, Canberra ACT.

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 
or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au

Celebrating NAIDOC Week 
and Indigenous Veterans

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel

Tuesday, July 6 2021

Australians are encouraged to pause and remember 
the legacy and valuable contribution of Australia’s 
First Nations’ service men and women this NAIDOC 
Week.

NAIDOC Week, held from 4-11 July, is a national 
celebration of the world’s oldest living cultures 
and highlights the strengths and contributions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to our 
country and culture.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Andrew Gee said 
this year’s theme Heal Country! recognises the 
special connection between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and the land and helps to 
start meaningful discussions about caring for land 
and caring for each other.

“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
and heritage enrich our workplaces and society,” Mr 
Gee said.

“As the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs I would like 
to take this opportunity to acknowledge the proud 
history of service of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples in the Australian Defence Force, 
and say ‘Thank you for your service’.

“The contribution of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people to our modern military history 
dates back to the Boer War, over 120 years ago.”

One such veteran is Edwin Mi Mi, Wakka 
Wakka man and former soldier from Gayndah in 
Queensland, who has shared his experience as a 
contemporary veteran this NAIDOC week.

Edwin’s military career spanned an impressive 24 
years, enlisting in 1985 at the age of 19 and retiring 
in 2008. During that time he worked his way up 
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to Warrant Officer Class II in the Royal Australian 
Infantry Corp.

Edwin’s career included tours of Iraq, Somalia, 
and two tours of East Timor.

Edwin’s passion extended beyond his military 
career, where he was approached as part of the 
Army Reserves to assist with various Indigenous 
programs. This has involved travelling to remote 
regions, to talk to young Indigenous people and 
educate them on the option of the military as a 
career.

“You get to pass on your knowledge to the 
young soldiers coming through, and see them 
develop within their careers,” Mr Mi Mi said.

“A lot of the soldiers that I’ve trained have 
progressed up through the ranks and become 
leaders in their groups. That is something I take 
pride in.”

Edwin joined the Army in the footsteps of 
his uncle, a Vietnam vet, and he retired from the 
military to spend more time with his family—and 
family continues to be a focus for him moving 
forward.

“I’m getting more involved with the family in 
relation to our cultural heritage and the knowledge 
that needs to be passed on by our Elders,” Mr Mi Mi 
said.

“I am passionate about teaching my kids to be 
aware of their heritage as well, and the knowledge 
that comes out of that.”

Minister Gee said NAIDOC Week is a time 
to recognise all Indigenous Australians who 
have donned the uniform and celebrate their 
achievements, culture, and history.

“Let us all reflect on the important contribution 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
have made and continue to make, both through 
military service and in their contribution to our 
society and culture,” Mr Gee said.

As part of NAIDOC Week, the Australian War 
Memorial will hold a Last Post Ceremony today 
(Tuesday 6 July 2021 at 4:45PM) to commemorate 

Private Beresford Paul Edwards. Last Post Ceremony 
attendance bookings are required and can be made 
on the Australian War Memorial website.

Media contacts
Minister Gee’s office: 0459 966 944 
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466 
Office of the Hon. Andrew Gee, Canberra ACT.

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 

Joint media release — 
Veteran health boost with 
Fussell House opening in 
NSW

The Hon Andrew Gee MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
Minister for Defence Personnel

The Hon James Griffin MP
NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Health and 
Veterans

Fiona Martin MP
Federal Member for Reid

Friday, June 18 2021

Veterans and their families will have improved 
access to health care with the opening of Fussell 
House at Concord Repatriation General Hospital in 
Sydney today.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said 
the 19 room residential accommodation facility was 
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available to current and former Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) personnel and their families as they 
access comprehensive mental and physical health 
services at the world class National Centre for 
Veterans’ Healthcare (NCVH).

“Fussell House is named after 25-year-old 
Lieutenant Michael Fussell who was serving with 
the Special Operations Task Group in Afghanistan 
when he was killed in action by an Improvised 
Explosive Device,” Mr Chester said.

“We can never fully repay the debt we owe to 
Lieutenant Fussell, but this facility will provide an 
enduring way for us all to honour his memory and 
sacrifice for our nation in ongoing support of our 
veterans and their families.”

“I am proud to open this facility, which was 
made possible by a $6.7 million investment 
from the Federal Government in our ongoing 
commitment to put the health and wellbeing of 
veterans and their families first.”

Fussell House provides veterans and their 
families from across Australia with a home away 
from home at Concord as they access the care and 
support they need. The facility offers private and 
shared spaces and includes family suites, individual 
rooms, family lounge areas, kitchen, laundry and 
utility rooms and outdoor BBQ area.

The NCVH is operated by a multidisciplinary 
team of health professionals at Concord 
Repatriation General Hospital and offers a unique 
model of care, integrating a range of specialist 
outpatient services for mental and physical 
health and rehabilitation to assess, manage, treat 
and support the health and wellbeing needs of 
veterans.

NSW Parliamentary Secretary for Health and 
Veterans James Griffin said the NCVH would 
relocate into the new $341 million clinical services 
building expected to open at Concord later this 
year.

“Providing on-site accommodation will be a 
key component of the NCVH as it will support the 

treatment for veterans and their families including 
those residing outside of metropolitan Sydney,” Mr 
Griffin said.

Federal Member for Reid Fiona Martin said 
Concord Repatriation General Hospital had a proud 
history of serving Australia’s veterans and their 
families and Fussell House marks a new chapter in 
that history.

“Fussell House is integral to the support 
available at the NCVH and ensures our families have 
a dedicated space to call home while veterans are 
receiving the treatment they need,” Dr Martin said.

“Fussell House and the NCVH will benefit 
veterans and their families across Australia for 
generations to come.”

For more information and details about how 
to access the services offered by NCVH, visit 
the National Centre for Veterans’ Healthcare web 
site .

Media contacts
Rachel Tharratt or Cedric Szigeti: 02 6277 7820 
DVA Media: 02 6289 6466
Office of the Hon Darren Chester, Canberra ACT

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 
or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au
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23 May 2021 

Good afternoon

Please find attached the May 2021 issue of 
our Association’s Newsletter, (Headquarters 
1st Australian Task Force Association – Red Rat 
Newsletter, May 2021).

Our Reunion (rescheduled to March 2022) is 
progressing well, with 108 confirmed attendees as 
at 22 May 2021. We anticipate over 120 people.

Enjoy your read.
Best Regards

John Verhelst, MSc, MBA, JP
Phone:  0437 212 121 
Email:  jeverhelst@gmail.com

Letters to the Editor

Items reproduced from the 
Red Rat Newsletter 
May 2021 

Australian Vietnam Casualty List: 1963 – 73
Phil Moscatt has passed on this most interesting 
link, not only naming the 520 Vets killed during 
our period in SVN, but also those wounded, hurt 
or disabled.  The list is online and can be found at: 
http://www.thecasualtylist.com/ .

Book – The Long Shadow: Australia’s Vietnam 
Veterans since the War, by Dr Peter Yule
NewSouth Publishing in association with the 
Australian War Memorial, 2020

“After 20 years of campaigning a new history is 

published, The Long Shadow: Australia’s Vietnam 
Veterans since the War by Peter Yule. Dr Yule 
campaigned for 20 years to have the War Memorial 
commission this book, then waited another five 
while it was researched and written. And here it is 
at last. The Long Shadow is a kaleidoscopic story 
of the health and medical legacies of the Vietnam 
War. Dr Peter Yule’s vast research has resulted in the 
gathering of information to make a complete story 
of our homecoming. The story is told with accuracy, 
compassion and eloquence. 

Yule’s story begins with asking what it was like 
to be on a tour of duty in Vietnam. This story is told 
not so much from archival document study, but 
through the eyes of the over one hundred veterans 
Dr Yule and his team interviewed. The medical 
and psychological legacies of the Vietnam War 
are major and continuing issues for veterans, their 
families and the community, yet the facts about 
the impact of Agent Orange, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and other long-term health aspects are 
little understood. The Long Shadow sets the record 
straight about the health of Vietnam veterans 
and reveals a detailed and complex picture. 
Focusing on stories of the veterans themselves, 
this comprehensive and authoritative book is a 
pioneering work of history on the aftermath of 
war. It takes a broad approach to the medical 
legacies of the Vietnam War, exploring the post-war 
experiences of Vietnam veterans, the evolution 
and development of the repatriation system in the 
post-Vietnam decades and the evolving medical 
understanding of veterans’ health issues.” 
(Source: Graham Walker, AM, National Research 
Officer, Vietnam Veterans Federation, and 
Vietnam Veterans Newsletter – April 2021)
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Our treasurer, Helen’s, contribution.
Strange but true!
1. In the 1400s a law was set forth in England 

that a man was allowed to beat his wife with 
a stick no thicker than his thumb. Hence, we 
have “the rule of thumb”.

2. Many years ago in Scotland, a new game was 
invented. It was ruled “Gentlemen Only...Ladies 
Forbidden”... and thus the word GOLF entered 
into the English language

3. Each king in a deck of playing cards represents 
a great king from history: 
Spades  King David  

Hearts  Charlemagne, 
Clubs  Alexander the Great 
Diamonds  Julius Caesar

4. In Shakespeare’s time, mattresses were 
secured on bed frames by ropes. When you 
pulled on the ropes the mattress tightened, 
making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the 
phrase.........“goodnight, sleep tight”.

5. It was the accepted practice in Babylon 4,000 
years ago that for a month after the wedding, 
the bride’s father would supply his son-in-
law with all the mead he could drink. Mead 
is a honey beer and because their calendar 
was lunar based, this period was called the 
honey month, which we know today as the 
honeymoon.

6. In English pubs, ale is ordered by pints and 
quarts. So, in old England, when customers 
got unruly, the bartender would yell at them 
“Mind your pints and quarts and settle down”. 
It’s where we get the phrase “Mind your Ps and 
Qs”.

7. Many years ago in England, pub frequenters 
had a whistle baked into the rim or handle of 
their ceramic cups. When they needed a refill, 
they used the whistle to get some service. 
“Wet your whistle” is the phrase inspired by 
this practice.

8. In 1696, William III of England introduced 
a property tax that required those living in 
houses with more than six windows to pay a 
levy. In order to avoid the tax, house owners 
would brick up all windows except six. (The 
Window Tax lasted until 1851, and older 
houses with bricked-up windows are still a 
common sight in the U.K.) As the bricked-
up windows prevented some rooms from 
receiving any sunlight, the tax was referred to 
as “daylight robbery”!

Cover of  The Long Shadow: Australia’s Vietnam Veterans 
since the War by Peter Yule, NewSouth Publishing in 
association with the Australian War Memorial, 2020
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The Usual Light Humour
From Greg Ruming
An aircraft is in flight when, all of a sudden, a bird 
crashes through the cockpit and kills both the pilot 
and co-pilot. Having heard the crash a blonde flight 
attendant rushes in to find out what happened.

Once inside the cockpit, the plane jerks and 
the cabin door slams shut and can’t be opened. So 
she pulls the captain out of his seat and sits down, 
taking the radio into her hands and says. “May Day! 
May Day! Help Me! Help Me! The pilots are dead 
and I don’t know how to fly. Help Me! Please Help 
Me!”

She hears a voice over the radio saying. “This is 
Air Traffic Control and I have you loud and clear. I 
will talk you through this and get you back on the 
ground. I’ve had a lot of experience with this kind of 
problem. Just take a deep breath. Everything will be 
fine! Now give me your height and position!”

“I’m 5’4” and in the front seat of the plane.” “O.K.,” 
says the voice on the radio.

“Repeat after me: Our father who art in 
heaven…!”

From Peter Boorman
In Ireland, the 99-year-old Mother Superior lay 
quietly. She was dying.

The Nuns had gathered around her bed, laying 
garlands around her and trying to make her last 
journey comfortable.

They wanted to give her warm milk to drink but 
she declined. One of the nuns took the glass back 
to the kitchen.

Then, remembering a bottle of Irish Whiskey that 
had been received as a gift the previous Christmas, 
she opened it and poured a generous amount into 
the warm milk. 

Back at Mother Superior’s bed, they lifted her 
head gently and held the glass to her lips.

The very frail Nun drank a little, then a little more 
and before they knew it, she had finished the whole 
glass down to the last drop.

As her eyes brightened, the nuns thought it 
would be a good opportunity to have one last talk 
with their spiritual leader.

“Mother,” the nuns asked earnestly, “Please give 
us some of your wisdom before you leave us.”

 She raised herself up very slowly in the bed on 
one elbow, looked at them and said:

“DON’T SELL THAT COW.”

Nostalgia from Peter Boorman
How did we survive?

Those were the days for all of you who can 
remember.

Heard a Doctor on TV recently (Norman Swan 
on ABC) telling us that we needed children to play 
in the dirt with their dogs and cats and be allowed 
to build up some immunity! Well bugger me! Who 
would have thought?

Those were the days … A little Australian 
Nostalgia.

My mum used to cut chicken, chop eggs, and 
spread butter on bread on the same cutting board 
with the same knife and no bleach, but we didn’t 
seem to get food poisoning. Our school sandwiches 
were wrapped in wax paper in a brown paper 
bag, not in ice pack coolers, but I can’t remember 
getting E. coli.

Almost all of us would have rather gone 
swimming in the creek, the lake or at the beach 
instead of a pristine chlorinated pool (talk about 
boring), no beach closures then either? We all 
took PE. And risked permanent injury with a pair 
of Dunlop sandshoes or bare feet if you couldn’t 
afford the runners instead of having cross-training 
athletic shoes with air cushion soles and built-in 
light reflectors that cost as much as a small car.

I can’t recall any injuries, but they must have 
happened because they tell us how much safer 
we are now We got the cane or the strap for doing 
something wrong at school, they used to call it 
discipline yet we all grew up to accept the rules and 
to honour and respect those older than us.
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We had at least 40 kids in our class and 
somehow, we all learned to read and write, do 
maths and spell almost all the words needed to 
write a grammatically correct letter.......FANCY THAT 
!!

We all said prayers in school irrespective of our 
religion, sang the national anthem and saluted the 
flag and no one got upset. Staying in detention 
after school netted us all sorts of negative 
attention, we wish we hadn’t got. 

And we all knew we had to accomplish 
something before we were allowed to be proud of 
ourselves.

I just can’t recall how bored we were without 
computers, Play Station, Nintendo, X-box or 270 
digital TV cable stations. We weren’t!! Don’t even 
mention about the rope swing into the river or 
climbing trees.

 Oh yeah...And where were the antibiotics and 
sterilisation kit when I got that bee sting? I could 
have been killed! We played “King of the Castle” 

on piles of dirt or gravel left on vacant building 
sites and when we got hurt, mum pulled out the 
2/6d bottle of iodine and then we got our backside 
spanked. Now it’s a trip to the emergency room, 
followed by a ten-day dose of antibiotics and then 
mum calls the lawyer to sue the contractor for 
leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was 
such a threat.

 To top it off, not a single person I knew had 
ever been told that they were from a dysfunctional 
family. How could we possibly have known that? 
We never needed to get into group therapy and/or 
anger management classes We were obviously so 
duped by so many societal ills, that we didn’t even 
notice that the entire country wasn’t taking Prozac!

BUGGER ME!! How did we ever survive? 
LOVE TO ALL OF US WHO SHARED THIS ERA, 

AND TO ALL WHO DIDN’T, SORRY FOR WHAT YOU 
MISSED. WOULDN’T TRADE IT FOR ANYTHING !

AAAAhhhh, those WERE the days!!!!

EX-ADF MEMBERS – ACCESSING SERVICE RECORDS
Personal Records: Air Force / Army / Navy, WW1 / WW2 / Korea / Vietnam
Contact National Archives of Australia:
www.naa.gov.au Tel: 6212 3600 Email: archives@naa.gov.au
Personal Records: Air Force – Discharged members that served from 1973 
 Army – Discharged members that served from 1947
 Navy – Discharged members that served after WW2
Health Records: Air Force – Discharged members that served from 1952 
 Army – Discharged members that served from 1947
 Navy – Discharged members that served from 1948

Contact Defence Archives
Complete the request for service records form: https://www1.defence.gov.au/adf-members-
families/service-records 
Tel: 1800 333 362 or (03) 5258 0675; Email: ADF.Records@defence.gov.au
Health Records: Air Force – Served and discharged prior to 1952 
 Army – Served and discharged prior to 1947
 Navy – Served and discharged prior to 1948
General enquiries: DVA: www.dva.gov.au Tel: 13 32 54 or 1800 555 254 
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Did you know the DVA provides a free 12-month 
health and fitness program that can be delivered to 
returned veterans and peacekeepers with overseas 
operational service? This program is available 
throughout Australia, and can accommodate 
participants living in metropolitan, rural or remote 
areas. The program is also flexible, and people who 
are retired or still working, studying, or with other 
time constraints can take part. Run on behalf of 
the DVA by Corporate Health Management, the 
program aims to help increase your physical health 
and wellbeing through practical exercise support 
and 12 months of health coaching and advice on 
healthy lifestyle choices provided by one of our 
team of highly qualified allied health professionals.

Am I eligible?
Started 20 years ago for those returned from 
Vietnam, the Heart Health Program is free 
and now open to all returned veterans and 
peacekeepers with overseas operational service who 
have not previously done the Heart Health 
Program. To check your eligibility visit: http://www.
veteranshearthealth.com.au/eligibility/.

Individual Heart Health Program—How it 
works
Each participant receives 12 months of healthy 
lifestyle coaching from a highly qualified and 
dedicated allied health professional via fortnightly 
health coaching calls with information and 
advice tailored to your specific health and fitness 
goals.  The health coach will use their extensive 
knowledge, along with health surveys and food 
diaries, to guide you through the program. The 

program covers a range of topics including:

• setting healthy goals
• nutrition and diet advice
• advice on lowering alcohol consumption
• developing better sleep patterns
• stress management
• managing diabetes
• taking care of your body
• managing your weight
• maintaining a healthy heart

 
Program Exercise Resource—Exercise how 
You Like to
The program can provide an exercise resource 
to help participants exercise the way they 
like to or provide an opportunity to try 
something that’s different from the usual. 
Resources can take the form of:
• assistance with the cost of a gym or pool 

membership 
• providing a piece of exercise equipment for use 

at home 
• providing assistance with accessing new 

exercise or training gear
 

Registering Your Interest
Registering your interest or checking eligibility is 
easy. Simply visit: http://www.veteranshearthealth.
com.au/eligibility/, and follow the steps. Or please 
call the program phone number, 1300 246 262, at 
any time to speak to one of our team.

 
Kind regards,
Heart Health Team, DVA Heart Health Program

Free 12 Month Health 
and Fitness Program 

for Returned Veterans & Peacekeepers
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Program proudly delivered on behalf of the DVA by:

CHM Corporate Health Management Pty Ltd
Toorak Place, 521-529 Toorak Road, Toorak VIC 3142
Direct line: 1300 246 262
Email: hearthealth@chm.com.au
Web: http://www.veteranshearthealth.com.au
 



46  //  Spring 2021 SALUTE

His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC, DSC, (Retd) and Her Excellency Mrs 
Hurley hosted a presentation ceremony for AVCAT 
scholars and recipients of the Long Tan Bursary at 
Admiralty House on Thursday 20  May 2021. After 
thanking the supporters and donors who make the 
scholarships possible, the Governor-General spoke 
directly to the scholars and encouraged them to 
make the most of their opportunity.

Be confident in yourself and be confident in 
what you can achieve. Embrace your education 
opportunities and be inspired by the service of 
your forebears.
His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC, DSC, (Retd)

AVCAT alumnus Thomas Hooper gave an 
inspiring speech on the challenges he has faced 
on the road to becoming a doctor and expressed 
his gratitude for valuable financial and personal 
support received from AVCAT and his sponsor TPI 
NSW. He also spoke about how his positive mindset 
led to him being commended by his faculty in 
2020.

In attendance at the ceremony were family 
members of each scholar as well as Mr Don Spinks, 
AM, Repatriation Commissioner and representatives 
from the Australian Government Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, scholarship sponsors from 
ex-service organisations including TPI NSW, and 
individual donors.

Scholarships Manager, Robyn Richardson 

remarked, “Admiralty House on Sydney Harbour 
was the perfect setting to congratulate our NSW 
and ACT 2021 scholars and talk with their sponsors, 
friends and family members over afternoon tea; 
[and this was] made possible by the generosity of 
our patron the Governor General”. AVCAT CEO Len 
Russell said, “I enjoyed speaking with our scholars 
and learning about their career aspirations on 
completing their scholarships. I would like to wish 
all our 2021scholars the best as they commence 
their studies”.

With thanks to photographer Jesse Welsh, and 
the photographer at Admiralty House.

Australian Veterans’ Children 
Assistance Trust (AVCAT ) 
Presentation Ceremony at Admiralty House

AVCAT scholar Molly Horne with Governor General David 
Hurley, AC, DSC (Retd).
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Left to Right: AVCAT CEO Len Russell, Olivia Micallef, Liam Morath, James Kelly, Dannielle Canning, Mayha Podolski, Hayley 
Robinson-Reeds, Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley, His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC, DSC, (Retd), 
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, Troy Denholm, Kerry Hespe, Keiran Hill, Isabeau Harding, Aidan Hill, 
Molly Horne, Major General Bill Crews, AO, (Retd).

Speech given by Australian Veterans’ 
Children Assistance Trust (AVCAT) Alumnus 
Thomas Hooper at Admiralty House 
Presentation Ceremony, 20 May 2021

Good Morning His Excellency General the 
Honourable Governor David Hurley, Her Excellency 
Mrs Linda Hurley, dignitaries and all others present 
today.

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the 
traditional owners of the land that we are gathered 
on, the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. I would 
also like to pay my respects to elders past, present 
and emerging.

My name is Thomas Hooper, I am an Aboriginal 
man from Yuin country and am currently in 
my final year of a Bachelor of Medicine at the 
University of Newcastle. I was fortunate enough 
to receive a scholarship through the Australian 
Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust (AVCAT) in 2017, 
sponsored by TPI NSW. This was my second time 
applying, with my first being unsuccessful. 

Living away from home for the entirety of my 
studies has been a challenge, but AVCAT and TPI 

From: https://avcat.org.au/presentation-ceremony-
at-admiralty-house/
Emma Dallas
AVCAT Communications Officer

AVCAT scholar Aidan Hill with Governor General David 
Hurley, AC, DSC (Retd).
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experiences to get me to where I am today and 
wouldn’t have been able to do it without them.

My first year of university proved to be difficult, 
with the change of environments and differing 
workload ultimately leading me to fail a subject. 
However, through hard work and determination 
I have made it and there is light at the end of the 
tunnel as I near the completion of my degree. 
I am also very happy to have made it onto the 
faculty commendation list for the year of 2020 for 
academic achievement, proving the right mindset 
can be the deciding factor in success. 

Being in my final year, I am now faced with the 
task of deciding where to start my working career, 
with Wagga Wagga being the front runner for my 
initial years in the hospital system. This is for a 
few reasons, with the main one being my pursuit 
of rural medicine and my passion to help those 
that need it most. Growing up in the rural town of 
Wauchope has given me a greater understanding 
of the need for medical professionals within remote 
areas, and the sheer lack of access that these 
communities have to adequate health care. Going 
into a rural generalist role will allow me to cater 
for many different areas of medicine whilst having 
continuity of care within a small town, something 
that I find to be appealing and satisfying. Similarly, 
the variety of issues presented in these remote and 
rural towns can be challenging, but very rewarding 
when the health outcomes are drastically improved.

I would like to once again thank AVCAT for the 
great work they do, TPI NSW for their ongoing 
support of veterans’ children and grandchildren, 
and the Governor-General and Mrs Hurley for 
having us here today.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the incoming 
scholars on their achievements so far and I wish 
them all the best in their very bright futures which 
lay ahead. 

Thank you

Thomas Hooper 
AVCAT alumnus

AVCAT alumnus Thomas Hooper gave an inspiring speech 
at the presentation ceremony.

have really ensured I was able to focus entirely 
on study and have the financial burden lessened. 
Simple things like groceries, rent and fuel in the 
car to get to placement and lectures can really go 
a long way when it comes to being independent 
and has helped me immensely throughout my time 
at university. I believe what AVCAT is doing a great 
initiative and gives children from families with ex-
servicemen and women a chance to pursue their 
goals and reach their full potential. 

I come from a family of six, with both my parents 
serving in the Royal Australian Navy, my eldest 
brother is currently serving in the Australian Air 
Force and my two younger brothers are working 
through high school. My dad (who is present today) 
was a part of the forces for 24 years and served in 
both Afghanistan and Iraq during his time, meaning 
long stints away from our family. My mother 
served for 10 years but has recently completed her 
nursing degree and continues to work within the 
public health system. I have drawn on both of their 
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Social & Welfare Clubs NSW & ACT
Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare 
Club
President: Malcolm Botfield .........................9872 2594
Snr Vice-President: Ron Blakely .............0411 131 849
Jnr Vice-President: Ian Brady ........................9626 8823
Honorary Secretary: Kerrie Cooper ............4739 3074
Asst Secretary: Kaye Shannon ...............0408 714 667
Treasurer: Alan Jones ......................................8678 3321
Asst Treasurer: Lynne Northey .....................9872 1751
Welfare Officer: Ken Ward .......................0427 278 495
Asst Welfare Officer: Phil Hincks ............0414 761 032
Social Secretary: Lance Northey .................9872 1751
Committee: John Davison .............................9636 7279
Committee: Ted Cooper .................................4739 3074
The Club meets on the first Thursday of each month 
at 1.00pm at Blacktown RSL Club, 2nd Avenue, 
Blacktown. New members are welcome.

Hornsby & District TPI Social & Welfare Club
President: Ray Davis ......... 9456 4220 / 0409 123 525
Hon. Secretary: Rod White AM RFD .0419 477 179
Hon. Treasurer: Dave Coleman ....................9499 9976
Welfare Officer:
Ray Davis .............................. 9456 4220 / 0409 123 525
Hon. Welfare Officer:
Roslyn Hutchinson ...........................................9489 3204
The Club meets the first Tuesday of each month 
(except November and January) at 1.00pm at the 
Hornsby Memorial Hall, 2 High Street, Hornsby.

Illawarra TPI Social & Welfare Club
President: John Kiley ......................................4228 4068
Vice-President: Bruce Writer .........................4285 0829
Secretary: Geoff Hicks.....................................4423 2979
Treasurer: Robin Kiley .....................................4228 4068
Committee: Ian Pascoe ..............................................
Welfare Officer: John Kiley ............................4228 4068
Welfare Officer: Dinos Potonides ................4296 5538
The Club meets on the third Monday of each month 

at 11.00 am at Wollongong City Diggers, Cnr Church 
and Burelli Streets, Wollongong.

Nowra & District TPI Social & Welfare Club
President: Jack Doulis ...............................0402 584 041
Senior Vice-President: Ernie Payne ......0410 415 668
Jnr Vice-President:
Howard Van Dervord ..........4443 2840/0419 238 024
Secretary: Leanne Wehmeier ......................4443 4038
Treasurer: Mick Carden 0402 444 315
Welfare Officer: (North)
Ernie Payne ...................................................0410 415 668
Welfare Officer: (South)
Jack Doulis ....................................................0402 584 041
Howard Van Dervord ..........4443 2840/0419 238 024
Publicity Officer: Simon Carr ........................4443 4038
Social Secretary: Di Falconer ..................0422 298 211
The Club meets on the third Tuesday of each month 
at 11.00am at the Shoalhaven Ex Servicemen’s Club.

South Western Sydney TPI Social & Welfare 
Club
President:  Keith Gorsuch JP .........................9825 2298
Vice-President: Norman Crane ....................9825 2321
Secretary: Maria Scragg ..........................0417 442 830
Treasurer: Alan Graham ..........................0435 084 246
Social Secretary:  Terry Westerway    0422 581 946
Welfare Officer:
Rodney Hoult ...................... 4647 8010 / 0419 168 074
The Club meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month, except January, at different locations. Please 
contact one of the above for details of location.

Would office bearers kindly check details 
recorded for their club and advise Sara 
Thorne of any changes or corrections at 
the TPI office on (02) 9235 1466 Monday 
- Wednesday, 9am - 4pm or via email on 
office@tpinsw.org.au



SALUTE Spring 2021  //  51

Hornsby 
Ray Davis ............................. 9456 4220 / 0409 123 525 

Inverell and District 
Philip Hogan ................................................0488 423 497

Maitland 
Basil D Stemp, JP ..............................................4932 8008 

Milton-Ulladulla (South) 
Ross Johnson, JP ..............................................4455 4882 

Nowra (North) 
Ernie Payne ............................................................................. 
0410 415 668

Nowra (South) 
Jack Doulis ...................................................0402 584 041 
Howard Van Dervord ....... 4443 2840 / 0419 238 024 

Port Macquarie 
Bob Metcalfe ...............................................0409 822 272

South Western Sydney (including 
Campbelltown/Camden/Liverpool/Fairfield) 
Rodney Hoult ..................... 4647 8010 / 0419 168 074 

St George District 
John A Graham, JP ........... 9718 2583 / 0411 809 936 

Taree 
Robert Hicks ................................................0418 979 102 

Wagga Wagga 
John Curtis .........................................................6924 1924 

Wollongong Area 
John Kiley ...........................................................4228 4068 

Welfare Officers
ACT/Queanbeyan and surrounding districts 
Kevin ‘Colin’ Berryman, OAM .......................6258 2463 

Albion Park/Dapto/Gerringong/Kiama/ 
Shellharbour 
Dinos Potonides  ..............................................4296 5538 

Batemans Bay 
Michael Scrase, JP ......................................0418 461 066 

Bega/Eden 
Tony Toussain ....................................................6495 1693 
Kevin Webb ........................................................6495 6975 

Blacktown 
Ken Ward ......................................................0427 278 495

Blaxland 
Kevin A Ley, JP ..................................................4739 4978 

Byron Shire 
John Hawes, OAM, JP .....................................6676 2411 

Coffs Harbour and Districts 
Brian Orr ........................................................0419 476 362 

Casino/Kyogle 
Bruce McKenzie, OAM ..............................0427 617 404 

Emu Plains/Penrith/Lower Blue Mountains 
Colin Doust, JP ..................................................4735 4114 

Forster/Tuncurry/Taree areas 
Kerry Redman .............................................0488 785 477 
Email..................................... k.redman8@bigpond.com 

Goulburn/Taralga/Crookwell/Gunning 
John Kerr ............................................................4821 0780 

Grafton/Maclean/Clarence Valley 
Eric Lynn .............................................................6642 6786 



52  //  Spring 2021 SALUTE

wonderful, and the usual good company made for 
some varied and pleasant conversations.

We also had Marcus and Patricia from Nowra 
Veterans Welfare Centre come along to join us 
for the Christmas in July lunch. They were able to 
outline for us the services that will be available to 
veterans from the new centre. They are currently 
set up in a temporary location in 1/19 Nowra Lane, 
Nowra while they wait for their purpose-built 
accommodation to be constructed. They hope to 
be in there before the end of next year.

This month we had to say farewell to one our 
members, Rhonda Wright, who passed away at 
the age of 91. Rhonda was a long-time associate 
member of our group and was the honorary 
secretary for 14 years until she retired from the 
position in 2014. Rhonda was a very loved member 
and will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to her family at this time.

Well, that is all I have for this issue. I hope 

Social & Welfare Club Reports

Nowra & District TPI Social & Welfare Club
Hello Everyone

I hope that this month sees everyone well and 
coping with the social distancing that is going on. 
Not much has been happening at the club lately 
due to Covid restrictions. We are looking forward to 
being able to get a bit more social, all be it, in line 
with restrictions.

In June we had our AGM to elect office bearers 
for the next year. Most of our office bearers 
remained in their positions except for the treasurer. 
This position has now been filled by Mick Carden. 
We wish him well in this role.

We went ahead with our annual Christmas in 
July which we held at The Butter Factory Restaurant 
out at Pyree. They offered a wonderful venue and 
ample space to spread out. The attendance was 
down a bit from usual with a few people unable 
to come because of restrictions. The food was 

Nowra & District TPI Social & Welfare Club annual Christmas in July at The Butter Factory Restaurant at Pyree. 
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Blacktown & Districts TPI Social & Welfare 
Club
Times are certainly different with our social club. 
We had some good places booked to see but had 
to cancel each outing. And, who knows? One day 
the Covid rules may lift and you will be reading all 
about our great plans.

Our Christmas party is booked and we hope by 
December we can have a great day celebrating the 
end of a strange year and we can look forward to 
moving onto a bright and happy 2022.

We do hope everyone is well and all the chores 
are completed at home by now.  Take care and we 
may see our friends at our AGM in September.

 
Lynne & Lance Northey
Phone: 0411 221 921

Nowra & District TPI Social & Welfare Club annual Christmas in July at The Butter Factory Restaurant at Pyree. 

everyone stays safe during this time, and also keep 
an eye on our fellow members to ensure that they 
are all coping well.

Simon Carr
Publicity Officer

ANZAC Day –three NSW TPIs at 3 Troop 1 Field Squadron 
2021 Reunion Bairnsdale VIC. Left to right – Allan Coleman, 
Malcolm Botfield and Warren Ross.
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Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training – 
ASIST
 Penrith – Wednesday & Thursday 10-11 

November, two-day workshop
 Online three-hour tune up refresher – 

Thursday 4 November

Beating the Blues
 Surry Hills – Thursday & Friday 14-15 October, 

two-day program

Building Better Relationships
 Newcastle – Tuesday-Thursday 30 November-2 

December, three-day program

Doing Anger Differently
 Online – Tuesday & Thursday 7 & 9 September, 2 

x 90-minute sessions
 Online – Tuesday & Thursday 5 & 7 October, 2 x 

90-minute sessions
 Online – Tuesday & Thursday 2 & 4 November, 2 

x 90-minute sessions

Managing Pain
 Online – Wednesday & Friday 8 & 10 September, 

2 x 90-minute sessions
 Online – Wednesday & Friday 27 & 29 October, 2 

x 90-minute sessions
 Online – Wednesday & Friday 8 & 10 December, 

2 x 90-minute sessions

Mental Health First Aid
 Katoomba (older Australians) –  Thursday & 

Friday 25-26 November, two-day workshop
 Lismore (older Australians) – Wednesday & 

Thursday 20-21 October, two-day workshop
 Penrith – Monday & Tuesday 4-5 October, two-

day workshop
 Surry Hills – Monday & Tuesday 25-26 October, 

two-day workshop

Recovery from Trauma
 Online – Wednesday & Friday 20 & 22 October,  

2 x 90-minute sessions

 Online – Monday & Wednesday 6 & 8 December, 
2 x 90-minute sessions

Relaxation and Stress Management
 Penrith – Monday 18 October, one-day 

workshop

Residential Lifestyle Management
 Hunter Valley – two weekends 29-31 October & 

5-7 November

Sleeping Better
 Katoomba – Wednesday & Thursday 17-18 

November, two-day program
 Newcastle – Thursday & Friday 7-8 October, 

two-day program

Stepping Out
 Nowra – Tuesday & Wednesday 14-15 

December, two-day workshop
 Singleton – Monday & Tuesday 22-23 

November, two-day workshop

Understanding Anxiety
 Old Bar – Thursday & Friday 23-24 September, 

two-day program
 Online – Tuesday & Wednesday 28-29 

September, 2 x two-hour sessions 
 (AT CAPACITY)
 Online – Tuesday & Wednesday 23-24 

November, 2 x two-hour sessions 
 Wollongong – Monday & Tuesday 6-7 

December, two-day program

Open Arms – Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides support for current and ex-serving ADF 
personnel and their families. 
Free and confidential help is available 24/7. 
Phone 1800 011 046 
(international: +61 8 8241 4546) 
or visit www.OpenArms.gov.au
 CONCESSIONS 

Open Arms Group Program Schedule
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Concessions
All efforts have been made to ensure the 
correctness of the following concessions. If, 
however, you find any inconsistencies when 
applying for these concessions, it would be much 
appreciated if you would advise the Association’s 
office.

Listed below are some government concessions 
for veterans in receipt of the TPI Pension. Several 
concessions are additional to service pension
concessions. 

Your Gold Treatment Card covers a large range of 
medical, hospital, dental and optical services. Refer 
to information with your pension grant. Contact 
DVA if you have any questions, 
Tel: 13 32 54; regional callers Tel: 1800 555 254, 
www.dva.gov.au.

The TPI Association has identity cards for the 
wives/partners of members that can only be 
used in conjunction with a TPI photo ID Member 
Card. These cards are to be presented whenever 
a discount is claimed at any of the outlets that 
participate in the TPI discount scheme. The firms 
offering a discount are listed on the following 
pages. Remember that it always pays to ask for 
a discount in any shop where you are making a 
purchase.

DVA SERVICES 
Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance Trust 
(AVCAT) 
AVCAT scholarships to help children and 
grandchildren of the Australian ex- service 
community with the cost of full-time tertiary 
education. The most deserving candidates are 
selected on merit and who, without our help, would 
be unable to start or complete studies without 
financial difficulty. For more information or to apply, 
Tel: 9213 7999, 1800 620 361 

Email: avcat@dva.gov.au www.avcat.org.au

Community Nursing 
DVA Gold and White Card holders may be able to 
receive nursing and personal care services provided 
in your home by qualified nurses and support staff. 
Services can include help with medication, wound 
care, hygiene, showering and dressing. For further 
information contact DVA.

Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP)
Air Liquide Healthcare (ALH): Approved supplier 
for DVA for CPAP equipment for eligible DVA clients.
For services across Australia Tel: 1300 360 202
BOC Limited: Approved supplier for DVA for CPAP 
equipment for eligible DVA clients. 
Tel: 1800 050 999
ResMed: Approved supplier for DVA for CPAP 
equipment for eligible DVA clients, and offer 
assistance with introduction, education, 
compliance monitoring and servicing of 
equipment. Contact
ResMed Support Centre, Tel: 1800 625 088;
email: supportcentre@resmed.com.au.
 
Coordinated Veterans’ Care (CVC) Program 
The CVC Program is a proactive coordinated care 
program for DVA Gold Card holders who have a 
chronic health condition and/or are at a risk of 
unplanned hospitalisation. It aims to improve 
participant quality of life and decrease the risk of 
unplanned hospitalisation.

The participant, their GP and a nurse coordinator 
work as a team to develop a care plan to meet the 
health needs of the participant and manage the 
participant’s ongoing care. For information, 
Tel: 1800 550 457.
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Coordinated Veterans’ Care (CVC) Social 
Assistance 
A 12-week program to help you connect with your 
community. You may be able to receive assistance 
if you are enrolled in the CVC Program and are at 
risk of becoming socially isolated and/or are at 
risk of unplanned hospitalisation because of social 
isolation. Assistance will be included in your CVC 
Care Plan, and may include: a Veteran’s Home Care 
(VHC) service provider visiting you regularly over 
the 12 week program period; activities or courses to 
help you connect with your community; assistance 
with making social contacts; your preference 
of connecting with a community or ex-service 
organisation, or both. Contact VHC Assessment 
Agency, 
Tel: 1300 550 450 to arrange an assessment.

Defence Housing Australia 
provides quality housing and related services for 
Defence members and their families. 
Tel: 13 93 42; web: www.dha.gov.au/ home.

Defence Service Homes
If you need a loan for repairs, home modifications, 
renovations or other maintenance work around 
your home at subsidised interest rates Tel: 1800 722 
000. Insurance inquiries, Tel: 1300 552 662; web: 
www.dsh.gov.au

Men’s Health Peer Education (MHPE)
The program raises awareness about men’s health 
issues and encourages men to share responsibility 
for their own health and wellbeing. The program 
operates across all Australian states and territories, 
through a network of trained volunteers working 
with the veteran and ex-service community. For 
information Tel: 9213 7661 or contact DVA

Open Arms Veterans and Families Counselling 
provides counselling and group programs to 
Australian veterans, peacekeepers and their 
families. It is a specialised, free and confidential 
Australia-wide service. Staff are professionally 
qualified counsellors with expertise and experience 
in working within the areas of war related trauma 
and service related mental health conditions. 
Tel: 1800 011 046 (24 hrs) vvcs.gov.au

Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP) 
The RAP provides aids, equipment and 
modifications to help DVA Gold & White Card 
holders to live safely and independently. List 
of aids, equipment and modifications that are 
available: alarm (personal emergency response 
systems); assistance dogs; bedding; communication 
and hearing; chairs and seats; cognitive, dementia 
and memory; continence; cushions and supports; 
diabetes; eating, kitchen and household adaptive; 
falls prevention; footwear; tinnitus; home and 
vehicle modifications; lifting; low vision; mobility; 
orthoses; palliative care; personal hygiene, 
grooming and dressing; physiotherapy and 
movement; prosthesis; respiratory home therapy 
(oxygen and positive airways pressure); showering 
and bathing; speech pathology; stoma; TENS 
equipment; toileting.
Contact Health Provider Line, Tel: 1800 550 457 or 
DVA for more information.

Repatriation Transport Scheme (RTS) 
Booked Car with Driver Scheme (BCWS) 
DVA may arrange your travel by taxi or hire car 
from your home to approved medical treatment 
delivered by the closest practical provider. If DVA 
cannot arrange your taxi or hire car under BCWD, 
DVA may be able to reimburse you for fares 
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when travelling for treatment. Book online using 
MyService or Tel: 1800 550 455.

NSW Country Taxi Voucher Scheme
A NSW country General Practitioner (GP) may, 
when medically necessary or at the request of DVA, 
issue taxi vouchers to entitled persons residing in 
NSW country areas who require assistance when 
travelling for treatment purposes. This scheme does 
not operate in the metropolitan areas of Sydney, 
Canberra or Wollongong, or for travel across the 
borders into Victoria and Queensland.

Veterans’ Access Network (VAN) 
offices have been established to provide 
personalised information and assistance to the 
veteran community. There is a VAN office in each 
state and territory office of DVA as well as a number 
of regional offices. VAN staff can advise you on 
pension and health and lifestyle issues; help you 
complete forms, to get the best from services 
and benefits offered either by DVA or by other 
government or community organisations; and find 
local health and community programs and use 
them to your advantage.

Veterans’ Children Education Scheme (VCES) 
and Military Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Act Education and Training Scheme (MRCAETS) 
These education schemes provide special 
assistance, student support services, guidance 
and counselling for eligible children to help them 
achieve their full potential in full-time education or 
career training. For information contact DVA.

Veterans’ Home Care (VHC) 
a DVA program designed to assist eligible DVA Gold 
and White Card holders who need a small amount 

of practical help to continue living independently 
in their own home. Services include domestic 
help (internal house cleaning, unaccompanied 
shopping, bill paying); personal care (showering, 
toileting, eating); respite care (in-home respite, 
residential, emergency short-term home relief ); 
safety-related home and garden maintenance 
(replacing light bulbs, cleaning gutters, cleaning 
windows, cleaning ceiling fans, and may include 
mowing and pruning if safety-related). VHC is not 
designed to meet complex or high-level care needs. 
Tel: 1300 550 450.

ACCOMMODATION 
Choice Hotels Asia-Pac
Choice Hotels has more than 270 hotels across 
Australia and New Zealand including Ascend Hotel 
Collection, Clarion, Quality, Comfort and Econo 
Lodge.

For reservations call the Choice Hotels 
reservations centre and quote the TPI Federation 
Corporate ID number 00221830 for a 5% discount 
rate.
Tel: 13 24 00 or book online—enter the TPI 
Federation IC 00221830 into the Choice Hotels 
home page www.Choicehotels.com.au client ID 
search field.

Golden Chain 
The free Golden Link Membership Card entitles you 
to 10% discount off accommodation at around 250 
locations throughout Australia as well as locations 
in New Zealand, Bali, Norfolk Island and Vanuatu. 
The card and directory can be obtained by ringing 
1800 023 966, at any Golden Chain property around 
Australia, or apply online at 
www.goldenchain.com.au
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Best Western 
rewards program is free to join. For more 
information contact Best Western Rewards 
Customer Service Centre, 
Tel: 1800 222 422, or apply online at www.
bestwestern.com.au

NRMA 
NRMA/RACQ/RACT/RAC etc. motoring cards offer 
discounts to their members for accommodation in 
Australia and overseas.

ACCOMMODATION—International 
Victory Services Club—London, England
63-79 Seymour St, London, W2 2HF England. Easily 
accessible from all London mainline stations, the 
nearest of which is Paddington, a short walk from 
Marble Arch Underground Station at the west end 
of Oxford Street and at the bottom of Edgware 
Road. The club is also well served by a number of 
bus routes. The club has over 191 rooms including 
single, twin, double and family rooms. A variety of 
rooms are available in the Memorial and Centenary 
wings, including nine fully disabled-friendly suites. 
Membership from £26.95 per year. Full details and 
application forms are available at www.vsc.co.uk. 
Tel: + 44 (0) 207 723 4474. 

ACCOMMODATION— NSW 
Amber Court Motor Inn
512 Oxley and Newell Hwy, Coonabarabran 2357. 
For a competitive price call and mention the NSW 
TPI Association. Located 3km from town centre, 
set on four acres in relaxing country surroundings 
amongst lovely trees, 21 ground floor units 
accommodate up to six people in each room. Tel: 
6842 1188, Freecall: 1800 246 642 and speak to 
John or Jan Knight; 

web: www.ambercourtmotorinn.com.au.

Bulwarra Seaside Apartments 
1 Barnhill Rd, Terrigal 2260. A registered not-for-
profit cooperative whose charter is to provide 
affordable holiday accommodation for serving and 
former members of the Australian Defence Force 
and their families. Holiday apartments are fully self-
contained, with kitchen and cooking facilities. BBQ, 
entertainment area, kids playground, swimming 
pools. 
Tel: 4385 3914; web: www.bulwarra.com.au.

BIG 4 Bungalow Park
123 Princes Hwy, Burrill Lake 2539. Navy Canteens 
Defence discounts: Navy and ex-Navy 30% ; Other 
Services 20%; Defence Civilians 15%. Request 
discount at time of booking, Defence ID must 
be shown. (Discounts do not apply to annual/
permanent sites.) Tel: 4455 1621, 1800 552 944; 
www.bungalow-park.com.au or 
www.navycanteens.com.au

Coogee Apartments
4-8 Edgecumbe Ave, Coogee 2034, apartments 4 
and 18. Two-bedroom ensuite apartments close 
to public transport. Army Amenities Fund (AAF) 
Company holiday facilities are available to all 
serving and ex-serving ADF members. Retired ADF 
members are required to provide proof of service 
(service number) and or a current retired ADF 
superannuants identity number.
Web: www.armyholidays.com.au
All enquiries and booking requests should be 
directed to: Eastside Realty,
201A Alison Road, Randwick NSW 2031 Tel: (02) 
9314 7955;
Email: leonard@eastsiderealty.com.au
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Forster Holiday Village 
1-5 Middle St, Forster 2428. Navy Canteens Defence 
discount: Up to 20% holiday discount available 
off all holiday accommodation prices. Valid for 
all cabin, van and campsite bookings. Request 
discount at time of booking, Service ID must 
be shown. (Discounts do not apply to annual/
permanent sites.) 
Tel: 6554 6027; web: www.forsterholidayvillage.
com.au or www.navycanteens.com.au

Harrigan’s Irish Pub and Ibis Styles River Lodge 
Harrington
Josephine Blvd, Harrington 2427. Located on the 
mid-north coast. Would like to offer discounted 
accommodation room rates to TPI Association 
of NSW Members. When booking in please show 
your TPI Association of NSW photo ID card. (TPI 
members in other states may also be eligible for 
this discount, please phone to confirm). Stay mid-
week and get 15% off best rate of the day Sunday 
to Thursday. Stay Friday or Saturday night and get 
10% discount off best rate of the day.  
Tel: 6556 0555. www.harrigansharrington.com.au

Hyde Park Inn
271 Elizabeth Street, Sydney 2000. Has introduced 
a new loyalty program, the Defence Family Loyalty 
Club. The club is free to join and available to all 
current and ex-serving members of the Australian 
Defence Force and their immediate family. For 
information and membership application form 
email: inforequest@hydeparkinn.com.au
Tel: 9264 6001; web: www.hydeparkinn.com.au

Murraguldrie Veterans Retreat 
is run by V.V.A.A. South West NSW Sub-Branch. 
Located in the Murraguldrie State Forest area. The 

entry is signposted 7 km east of the Hume Hwy on 
the Wagga-Tumbarumba Road and is only 100m 
off the main road. Open all year to veterans and 
their families, it offers bush camping with basic 
facilities. The shelter shed contains a kitchen area, 
tables, chairs, a bench and sink area. It has a rain 
water tank and a toilet/shower block. We ask for 
donations. The gate is locked, anyone wishing to 
use the facility please ring or email in advance. Tony 
‘Pop’ Pearson: 0401 100 514; Dave Abbott: 0466 553 
552; Jene Cowen: 0403 746 744; Les: 0428 226 097; 
email: vvsouthwestnsw@gmail.com 
www.vvaa.org.au/ murraguldrie_veterans_
retreat1a.htm.

Ramon Deed Veterans Retreat
63 Scout Rd, Dareton 2717, PO Box 397, Dareton 
NSW 2717. Maintained by the Wentworth and 
Coomealla Districts Sub Branch of the VVPPA of 
Australia NSW Branch Inc, Dareton town is located 2 
km away. The retreat is situated on 22 acres of land. 
Open to all veterans, peacekeepers, peacemakers, 
serving and ex-serving personnel and their families. 
The retreat contains powered and unpowered sites, 
an air conditioned and heated club room which 
boasts Foxtel, TV/DVD player, pool table, darts, 
library and kitchen, undercover BBQ area, laundry, 
toilet and shower block which caters for the 
disabled and a work shed. 
Tel: (03) 5027 4447; 
email: rdveter ansretreat@iinet.net.au 
www.rdveteransretreat.com.au

Sunseeker Holiday Units 
14 Lake St, Forster 2428. Owned by the Ingleburn 
RSL. Close to Wallis Lake, beaches, boat hire, scenic 
cruises, clubs, restaurants, CBD. Thirteen 1, 2 and 
3 bedroom ground floor units. Great rates all year 
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round. Tel: 6554 6818; email: sunseekerholiday@
bigpond.com www.sunseekerholidayunits.com.

TPI Association of NSW—Coffs Harbour Holiday 
Unit
Unit 5, 20 Boultwood St, Coffs Harbour 2450. 
Self-contained holiday unit, one double bed 
only available, kitchen, dining and lounge area, 
bathroom, laundry, car parking spot. Available to all 
TPI Association financial members to holiday stay, 
the member must occupy the unit (no sub-letting). 
No pets please. Five-minute walk to Park Beach 
Bowls Club, close to beach, shopping centre and 
eateries. $50.00 per night, payment to be made to 
the TPI office; plus there is a small cleaning fee to 
be paid to the unit caretaker at time of stay. Keys 
for unit available from caretakers. For bookings 
and availability contact the TPI Association of NSW 
office. Tel: 9235 1466; 1800 649 216; email: office@
tpinsw.org.au

ACCOMMODATION—NT 
Roper River Veterans Retreat
Elsey Station, 28kms along Roper Hwy. Mataranka 
35kms. Bitumen to station gate. A retreat for all 
ADF veterans, their partners and guests. Riverfront 
sites. Basic bush camping. Fresh river water. Boat 
launch sites. Caravan & campers OK. Camping is 
free, donations are expected. Open August 1-31 
only. Register between Feb and 15 June each year. 
Permit required, contact Roper River Veterans 
Group. Email: roperretreat@gmail.com
 
ACCOMMODATION—QLD 
Alaric Outback Retreat
2665 Canaway Rd, Quilpie 4480. A working cattle 
station, 100kms NW of Quilpie. A rural and peaceful 
retreat for all Veterans, ex-servicemen, their family 

and friends. The Homestead is fully furnished, 
accommodates up to 18 guests, includes 3 double 
bedrooms. Caravans and tents are welcome 
and power is available. Prior bookings essential. 
Travellers with dogs are welcome. Contact the 
Homestead and Manager. Tel: (07) 4530 1001. 
Postal address: Alaric Outback Retreat Inc. 20 Oogar 
Street, Maroochydore QLD 4558 
Email: alaricoutbackretreat@gmail.com 
Web: https://alaricoutbackretreat.org/about- alaric/

Ambassador Apartments
9-13 Parnoo St, Chevron Island, Gold Coast. Owned 
by the RAAF Welfare Recreational Company 
(RWRC), discounted rates available to:
Serving airmen and airwomen in the RAAF, 
including reservists,
Serving members of the Navy and Army, including 
reservists,
Ex Serving members of the Australian Defence 
Force, and
Australian Public Servants working in Defence, DHA, 
Defence Bank and Australian Defence Force Credit 
Union staff, Contractors working in Defence.
 Proof of service is required when booking. 
Inquiries or booking to: The Manager, Ambassador 
,Holiday Apartments, 9-13 Parnoo St, Chevron 
Island QLD 4217 
Tel: (07) 5531 5692 Mob: 0417 780 961
Fax: (07) 5538 1860 
Email: aambassador@bigpond.com 
www.raafholidays.com.au/accommodation/ 
ambassador-apartments

Banks Creek Retreat 
(BCR) is a private parcel of land owned by Nicole 
and Grant; located south- east of Somerset Dam in 
the Somerset Region of Queensland. The nearest 
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town centre is Fernvale, which is located on the 
Brisbane Valley Highway. The retreat provides 
a place of relaxation, community support, 
assistance and recovery for emergency services 
and ADF personal (current and former) who 
have experienced Acute Stress Injury (ASI), Post 
Traumatic Stress Injury (PTSI), depression, stress and 
burn out.

In the short term, eligible people will be able to 
utilise the property for private camping, daytrips 
and gatherings. The property can support approx. 
100 people at present. Approx. 15 Acres of land 
has been reclaimed from invasive Lantana and 
continues to be developed and rehabilitated.
All visits MUST be booked through the Banks Creek 
Retreat website and approved before you arrive 
http://bankscreekretreat.org.au/ 

The retreat is a not-for profit organisation and 
DOES NOT charge for camping but please consider 
making a donation. For more information, contact: 
Grant: 0401 182 744 or Nicole: 0401 922 061 
Email: bankscreekretreat@gmail.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
BanksCreekRetreat/

Camp Gregory Veterans Retreat
168 Darville Rd, Woodgate 4660. Open to current 
and ex- service personnel, veterans and their family. 
Situated along the Gregory River, 15 minute drive 
from Woodgate. Free to stay, donations welcome, 
Life membership $1.00. Single and double room 
Dongas available, bookings required, you need to 
bring own bedding. Camp kitchen with cooking 
equipment and utensils. Toilet blocks with hot 
showers and flushable toilets. Caravan, motorhome 
and camper access is by dirt road and no bookings 
required. Dogs allowed. Contact Kit (caretaker) 
Mob: 0499 728 800, Roger Dwyer (president) Tel: 

(07) 4129 4030. Email: campgregoryveterans@
gmail.com www.campgregoryveterans.com.

Cockscombs Veterans Bush Retreat
124 Camms Rd, Cawarral 4703. Open to all Service, 
Ex Service and Emergency Service people. Set 
in the hills on the southern side of Mt Wheeler, 
accessed by 2 or 4WD, 30 mins from Rockhampton. 
Accommodation is provided in Uc Dai Loi House, 4 
beds Log Cabin and the Andawakey House, 4 beds, 
$10 pp per night; or camp (own tent/van), $8 pp 
per night. There is 12 volt lighting, TV, gas hot water 
showers, full camp kitchen and BBQ area. Tel: 0475 
591 027 Email: cockscombvets@gmail.com http://
veteranretreat.tripod.com.

Cocos Holiday Apartments
Cnr Trinity Beach Rd & Moore St, Trinity Beach 4879. 
A Defence Holidays-Northern Queensland property 
open to all serving and ex-service personnel and 
their families. 15mins drive from Cairns. Trinity 
Beach is set at the foot of the Kuranda Range. 1 & 2 
bedroom self-contained holiday apartments. 75m 
from the beach, close to restaurants, shops and 
Coast water shopping centre. Tel: (07) 4725 3842  
or (07) 4411 7096, Office hours Mon to Fri 9am to 
3pm. Email: admin@defenceholidaysnq.com.au 
or bookings@defenceholidaysnq.com.au www.
defenceholidaysnq.com.au

Gemfields RSL Veterans Retreat
Clinic Rd, Sapphire 4702. The retreat is open to all 
serving and ex-serving personnel and can be used 
for caravans and motorhomes. Facilities available 
include: Power and water, toilets, showers, coin 
operated washing machine, BBQ, pet friendly. 
$15.00 per site per night or $100 per week. RSL 
bar open Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
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afternoons. Tel: (07) 4985 4588. Email: secretary@
gemfieldsrsl.com.au www.gemfieldsrsl.com.au/
veterans-retreat

Rocky Creek War Memorial Park
Rocky Creek, Atherton Tablelands. Located a few 
kilometres along the Kennedy Highway north of 
Tolga. Entry to the park is free. The Council runs 
a rest area adjacent to the War Memorial Park, 
maximum stay 72 hours, for fully self-contained 
RVs or caravans only. $5.00 per night donation, this 
supports the maintenance of the War Memorial. 
Toilets are closed 6pm-8am. Every year in August, 
on the Sunday closest to VP Day, returned 
soldiers, their families and descendants gather to 
remember Victory in the Pacific and to take part in a 
dedication and unveiling ceremony.

St George’s Defence Holiday Suites
192 Marine Pde, Coolangatta 4225. Operated 
by the Service Personnel Anglican Help Society. 
Affordable beachside accommodation for defence 
and ex- defence personnel and their families. Close 
to shopping centres, cinemas, restaurants and 
clubs. Day trips and tours can be booked through 
the office. Transport to facilities can be arranged 
and buses to many of the Gold Coast’s attractions 
pick up at the door. Tel: (07) 5536 1261. PO Box 
326, Coolangatta QLD 4225. www.stgeorges.net.au 
Email: info@stgeorges.net.au

Standown Park
91 Radtke Rd, Kia Ora (Goomboorian) 4570. 
Originally set up as a Veterans Retreat, now open 
to the public. All veterans and their family are 
welcome. Discounts applies to veterans. Camp 
kitchen – BBQ, BBQ utensils, camp oven cooking 
utensils, microwave, toaster, kettle, and saucepans. 

Bore & Tank Water provided. Powered slab, gravel 
& grassed sites & unpowered camp sites. Clean and 
quality amenities with a unisex / family / special 
needs bathroom and coin laundry with book & DVD 
library. Tel: (07) 5486 5144. 
Email: info@standown.com.au 
www.standown.com.au

Veterans’ Retreat
Hartwig Road, Mothar Mountain 4570. The retreat is 
a registered charity care farm run by 20 year Army 
veteran Kylie and her young family. It is open to all 
serving members, veterans, first responders and 
their families/carers. Offering day visits, overnight 
accommodation, animal therapy and more. The 
retreat caters for everything from swags, tents, 
camper trailers, caravans and motor homes. An old 
military container has been converted into two-
room accommodation for those unable to camp 
due to their injuries. Facilities include a large shed 
with a common room with couch, television, table, 
chairs, kitchenette; ensuite with shower, basin, 
toilet, laundry with tub and washing machine; gym. 
Outside area has communal BBQ, fire pits and pool. 
For more information and bookings please contact 
the retreat.
Website: www.veteransretreat.org.au 
Email: veteransretreat@outlook.com 
Postal: PO Box 855, Gympie, QLD, 4570

ACCOMMODATION—SA
Bublacowie Vietnam Veterans’ Village
Bublacowie Rd, Yorketown 5576. Bublacowie 
Military Museum and Memorial Gardens. There is 
limited space for military members, serving or not, 
to park your caravan at the back of the property. 
Power, water, showers and toilets are available. 
Maximum stay is 3 days or as arranged. Cost per 
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night is $18 per site. Whilst you stay, if you can lend 
a hand in maintaining the establishment, it would 
be gratefully appreciated. Owned and operated by 
Chris Soar, bookings essential Tel: (08) 8853 4379 
Email: bublacowie@intermode.on.net

Camp Andrew Russell (aka Alawoona)
Alawoona is situated 34km south of Loxton, the 
camp is located half a kilometre east of town, turn 
at the Alawoona hall, a short distance there is a 
large white tyre with CAR on it, turn in. Open to all 
War and Peacekeeping Veterans and their families. 
On arrival make a call to a member, name is on 
the wall, a code to unlock the key box will get you 
in and the rest will be explained on the phone. 
Camping fees apply, $5 per day per vehicle. Camp 
kitchen with gas stove (donation for gas used), 
potbelly for warmth, fridge, running water (to be 
used sparingly), bathroom block (ramp access) 
with toilets and shower. www.vvfsa.org.au/vor_
alawoona.htm 

Goolwa Holiday Homes
located 83kms south of Adelaide on the river 
Murray. The three holiday homes are located 
adjacent to the first fairway of the South Lakes 
Golf Course and feature three bed- rooms, kitchen, 
dining area, bathroom, toilet, laundry and carport. 
Guests are required to bring own sheets and towels. 
Army Amenities Fund (AAF) Company holiday 
facilities are available to all serving and ex-serving 
ADF members. Retired ADF members are required 
to provide proof of service (service number) and 
or a current retired ADF superannuants identity 
number. Bookings: Ms Deborah Edgerton, AAF Coy 
13 Sexton St, Goolwa SA 5214. Tel: (08) 8555 0662 
Fax: (08) 8555 0662, Email: deborah.edgerton@
bigpond.com www.armyholidays.com.au

Rex Hotel
172 Richmond Rd. Marleston 5033. 10% discount 
on accommodation and meals (not drinks) on 
production of your TPI Association Membership 
Card. Tel: (08) 8443 8188 ask for Terri
www.therexhotel.com.au.

ACCOMMODATION—TAS 
Rydges Hotel
393 Argyle St, cnr Lewis St, Hobart 7000. Are 
offering all financial TPI Association members full 
corporate rates. Tel: (03) 6231 1588 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bush Retreat
Dago Point, Interlaken 7030. The Bush Retreat 
was built in 1989/90 by the Vietnam Veterans 
of Tasmania, for the rest and relaxation of all 
Vietnam Veterans and their families. Situated in 
the Central Highlands and offers peace and quiet 
all year round. The Bush Retreat accommodates 
up to 15 people. The Hut consists of a Kitchen, 
Lounge, 5 Bedrooms, Bathroom /Laundry, Carport 
and undercover BBQ area. You will need to bring 
doonas, linen, towels, toiletries, food and drinks. 
Bookings contact Tamara Abbott at the Tasmania 
Branch RSLA Tel: (03) 6242 8902 Mob: 0409 402 
469 PO Box 147, Newtown TAS 7008, email: 
tamara.abbott@rsltas.org.au

 ACCOMMODATION - VIC 
Cowes Caravan Park
164 Church St, Philip Island 3922. Two caravans 
are operated by the Watsonia Area Amenities 
Committee (WAAC) for the benefit of Australian 
Defence personnel. Tel: (03) 5952 2211 
Web: https://watsoniaaac.weebly.com 
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Docklands Apartments
Apartment 601/5 Caravel Lane (3 bedrooms) 
and Apartment 302/2 New Quay Promenade (2 
bedrooms), Docklands. Kitchens, bathroom and 
laundry. Minimum two night stay. Bookings are to 
be made using the Managing Agent: Docklands 
Private Collection 7/198 Harbour Esplanade, 
Docklands VIC 3008 Reservations during Office 
Hours: (03) 9642 4220 (ask for Army Amenities Fund 
apartment at 601 Boyd Building/5 Caravel Lane). 
Army Amenities Fund (AAF) Company holiday 
facilities are available to all serving and ex-serving 
ADF members. Retired ADF members are required 
to provide proof of service (service number) and 
or a current retired ADF superannuants identity 
number. Web: www.armyholidays.com.au

Goorambat Veterans Retreat
21 Trewin Rd, Goorambat 3725. The Goorambat 
Veterans’ Retreat Inc. is a NFP Charity located on 
the site of the old Goorambat Primary School in 
North East Victoria. It operates a Wellbeing and 
Compensation Advocacy program in the local 
region and also provides a Veterans’ and Veterans’ 
Families only Camp Ground for the purposes of 
providing Caravan and Camping facilities. Town 
Water, Some Powered Sites, Shower and toilet 
facilities available. Assistance and Companion 
dogs are welcome. Disabled ablution facilities, 
Communal Lounge and Kitchen Facilities available. 
Nearest petrol and dump point are located in 
Benalla. The Retreat provides a secure and safe 
location for Veterans to base themselves while 
visiting the region. The township of Goorambat 
sits on the NE Victoria Silo Art Trail, only: 10 mins 
West Benalla, close to Winton, Glenrowan and 
Violet Town. 40mins south of Yarrawonga and 
Lake Mulwala on the Murray River, 40 mins East 

of Shepparton, 60mins West of Mansfield and the 
Victorian High Country. Bookings for up to 14 
days, longer periods may be available off-season 
by arrangement. Fees are used to assist with 
the ongoing upkeep of the facilities: Powered 
Site - $20 per day, Unpowered Site - $10 per day, 
On-site Manager. Bookings Tel: (03) 5764 1468 or 
Email: bookings@veteransretreat.com.au www.
veteransretreat.com.au www.facebook.com/
VeteranRetreat

Grosvenor Family Biodynamics Farm
Gorton Dr, Mystic Park 3519. Mandy and Rick 
Grosvenor own and run a certified biodynamic 
(chemical free) fruit farm at Kangaroo Lake, 
between Kerang and Swan Hill in north west 
Victoria. They have available a self-contained 
cabin that they would like to offer respite 
accommodation to Returned Service personnel 
who may need somewhere restful to recover for a 
variety of reasons. The 47-acre farm is right beside 
the lake with walking tracks, and fishing spots.
The cabin (approx. 8m x 5m) has a bathroom, 
kitchen, queen size bed & 2 bunk beds, air 
conditioning, heating, and driveway. It’s completely 
lockable, safe and private. It does have 2 steps 
(with handrails). There is also a large shed with lots 
of tools, and people can potter in there to avoid 
boredom. There is no local public transport, but 
they are happy to assist with taking them to the 
supermarket or chemist as required.
Please note: November to March on some days 
during harvest time gas fired scatter guns are 
used to scare away birds in a non-lethal manner 
and that if hearing what sounds like gunfire 
would hinder your recovery, it may be better to 
come at a different time of year. They are not used 
every day, only when the bird population tries 
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to consume the farm’s income. They nickname 
them sharefarmers. There is no cost to rent the 
cabin only a contribution of $10 per week towards 
the electricity bill. For bookings and further 
inquiries please contact Mandy and Rick, Mob: 
0414 620 803 Facebook: www.facebook.com/
GrosvenorFamilyBiodynamics 

TPI Victoria Inc. Rye Respite and Holiday Units
34  Daly St, Rye 3941. Located in the heart of 
the Mornington Peninsula and bayside regional 
beaches. ‘The Barracks’ provides accommodation 
for up to four adults in each of the three units. For 
bookings and information Tel: (03) 9329 8844 
Email: tpioffice@tpihqvic.org.au

TPI Victoria Inc. Wahgunyah Respite and Holiday 
Units
23 Blanche St, Wahgunyah 3687. Located in the 
heart of the Rutherglen Region on the banks of the 
Murray River. ‘The Retreat’ provides comfortable 
accommodation for up to 4 adults in each of the 3 
units. For bookings and information 
Tel: (03) 9329 8844. Email: tpioffice@tpihqvic.org.au

ACCOMMODATION—WA
Amblin Holiday Park
583-585 Bussell Hwy, Busselton 6280. Navy 
Canteens Defence discount: Navy & ex-Navy 30%, 
Army & Airforce 20%. Request discount at time 
of booking, Service ID must be shown, Block out 
periods apply, (discounts do not apply to annuals/
permanents sites). Tel: (08) 9755 4079. www.amblin-
holidaypark.com.au www.navycanteens.com.au/
holidays

Avalon Homestead
381 Julimar Rd, Toodyay 6566. High on the hill 

overlooking the picturesque Avon Valley on 5.8 
acres. 16 rooms available, each with own bathroom. 
Provide a current TPI Association membership card 
to receive a 10% discount. Tel: (08) 9574 5050 
www.avalonhomestead.com.au 

Camp Hart
Available for use by ADF Veterans and the Local 
Community. Situated on a farm. From Kulin, travel 
east along the Tin Horse Highway. Turn left at the 
Bush Races sign (Jilakin Rock North Rd) and follow 
the road for approx 2 km past Jilakin Rock. Approx. 
200m past Jilakin Rock turn left (just before the 
bend). Facilities include toilet and shower blocks, 
disabled shower/toilet. There is a fully enclosed 
‘Meet and Greet’ area with gas BBQ, pot belly stoves 
and a generator. Prior to using the camp please 
contact one of the people below: 
President Barry Todd Tel: (08) 9404 8428, 
Mob: 0427 471 541 
Email: barry_todd@bigpond.com 
Vice President Gary Williams Tel: (08) 95812681 
Mob: 0148 945 785. 
Email: pecky82@bigpond.com 
Secretary Terry Gott Mob: 0458 064 337 
Email: terry- lynn3@bigpond.com

Point Peron Beach Cottages 
Memorial Dr, Point Peron. Two units available. 
Motor vehicle required. Half hour drive from Perth. 
Close to beach. Required to bring own linen, 
pillows, blankets, sleeping bags, toiletries and food. 
Contact TPI Association WA Tel: (08) 9332 4999. 
Fax: (08) 9332 6633. Email: tpiwa@tpiwa.org.au.

Veterans Retreats of W.A. Inc, Meentheena 
Retreat
Located at Meentheena Station, 5km off the 
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Rippon Hills Road, 75km east of Marble Bar, 
approx. 280km from Pt Hedland. Areas for caravans 
and camping at the main campsite and along 
the river. Main camp has 24 hour solar/battery/
generator power, portable drinking water, showers 
and toilet facilities. Shade for vans, a basic DIY 
workshop, camp kitchen & club- house. A donga 
is available mainly for use by disabled veterans. 
Limited mobile phone coverage. Outside main site 
is 4wd only. Take it in take it out policy applies. 
No firearms. Tel: 0497 004 491 before arrival (this 
will enable the camp host to be on- site when 
you arrive). PO Box 15, Mandurah WA 6210. Web: 
www.vrwa-meentheena.org www.facebook.com/
MeentheenaVeterans
Retreat Email: veteransretreats.wa.inc@gmail.com

AMBULANCE SERVICES 
Ambulance Service of NSW
In NSW free ambulance transport is available to all 
holders of DVA Gold Repat or Pensioner Concession 
cards. The card should be presented to the 
Ambulance Service. Prior approval is not needed. 
If it is clinically necessary, an ambulance can be 
arranged by a Local Medical Officer or a hospital 
staff member. www.ambulance.nsw.gov.au

Ambulance Service When Interstate
Free ambulance travel while interstate is available 
to DVA Gold Card holders. Please ensure that the 
ambulance is given your DVA File Number and sight 
your DVA Gold Card.

APPLIANCE REPLACEMENT OFFER 
The NSW Government Office of Environment & 
Heritage is offering discounts on new energy 
efficient fridges and TVs so you can replace your old 
inefficient models. To receive this offer you must 

be a holder of a DVA Gold Card, PCC or Centrelink 
HCC; own a fridge 6 years old, or older and/ or 
own a plasma or cathode ray tube (CRT) television 
and want to replace it. For more information, 
conditions and to apply online see website: www.
environment.nsw.gov.au/households/ appliance-
replacement-offer.htm or call our retail partners at 
The Good Guys on 1300 601 795

AUSTRALIA POST 
Will redirect mail at a discounted rate after certain 
Pensioners (including TPIs) change their address. 
Contact your local Post Office or Tel: 13 13 18.
Get domestic stamps at a concession rate with a 
MyPost Concession Account if you are a holder of 
a PCC, Health Care Card, Commonwealth Seniors 
Health Card, DVA Card, Veterans’ Repatriation 
Health Card. Application forms available at Australia 
Post outlets or online http://auspost.com.au

BOATING LICENCES 
General Boat Driving and Private Mooring 
Licence
You may be eligible for a 50% discount on the 
licence fees if you hold a NSW PCC, DVA Gold 
card endorsed with TPI, EDA, war widow/er or 
have evidence from the DVA confirming you 
receive a disability pension of 70% or higher or 
an intermediate pension, or you’ve been assessed 
at 50 or more impairment points. Apply online 
through Service NSW www.service.nsw.gov.au or 
Tel: 13 77 88

BOOKSHOPS 
Abbey’s Bookshop
131 York St, Sydney 2000. Show your TPI Association 
of NSW membership Card for 10% off all books. 
Mailed Australia-wide. Great military, crime and 
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general books. Manager—Mr  David  Hall. 
Tel: 9264 3111, 1800 426 657.
www.abbeys.com.au

CHIROPRACTOR 
Gerry Rosanove, Chiropractor, Osteopath and 
Yoga Teacher
two locations on the NSW
Central Coast—57 Canton Beach Rd, Toukley, 60 
Karalta Rd, Erina. All Gold and White Card Holders. 
Chiropractic, Osteopathic, Neurological and 
Orthopaedic examinations & treatment. X-rays if 
necessary. Call Gerry 0416 202 802
 
CINEMAS 
Arcadia Twin Cinemas, Ulladulla
Rowens Arcade Boree St, Ulladulla 2539. One 
complimentary ticket will be given on production 
of the TPI Association of NSW membership card.
Tel: 4454 1224 www.arcadiatwin.com.au.

Birch Carroll and Coyle Cinemas
Upon presentation of the TPI Association of NSW 
membership card, the cardholder will be permitted 
one complimentary ticket, when accompanied by 
a guest, one quest will be admitted at a discounted 
pensioner price of that cinema location. (Note:  
guest does not have to be a pensioner). The benefit 
will only be available once a day, and is subject to 
the following restrictions:
Admit one complimentary/admit one at pensioner 
price.
Valid Monday to Friday only.
Not valid for “No Free List” films, Gold Class 
Marathons or as part of any other voucher or offer.
This benefit is available to the cardholder only and
is not transferable to family or friends.

Event Cinemas (NSW and WA only, not other 
states) 
Upon presentation of the TPI Association of NSW 
membership Card, the cardholder will be permitted 
one complimentary ticket. When accompanied by a 
guest, one guest will be admitted at the discounted 
pensioner price of that cinema location. This benefit 
will only be available once per day and is subject to 
the following restrictions:
Valid Monday to Friday only.
Valid once per day only.
Not valid for “No Free List” films.
Not valid for Gold Class.
Not valid for Movie marathons.
Not valid with any other offer or voucher.
Not transferable to family members or friends and 
is available to the cardholder only.

Hayden Orpheum Picture Palace, Cremorne
380 Military Rd, Cremorne 2090. Upon presentation 
of your TPI Association of NSW membership Card 
and/or DVA TPI Gold Card, members will receive a 
complimentary ticket for weekday sessions before 
6pm. Not Valid for No Free List or during school 
holidays.

Forum 6 Cinemas, Tamworth
374 Peel St, Tamworth 2340. One complimentary 
ticket given to DVA TPI Gold card holders only. Offer 
not available for special events, No Free List. $3.00 
charge for 3D glasses. Tel: 6766 3707 
www.tamworth.forum6.com.au

Forum 6 Cinemas, Wagga Wagga 
77 Trail St, Wagga Wagga 2650. Offer concession 
price tickets to DVA Gold and White card holders.
Tel: 9621 6863 www.wagga.forum6.com.au
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Hoyts Cinemas
The TPI offer is an adult’s ticket for $1.00 (maximum 
of 1 ticket per day) when TPI Association of NSW 
membership card is presented at box office. It is 
valid for all session in all Hoyts cinemas subject to 
the following conditions:
Not valid No Free List.
Not valid all day Tuesday.
Not valid Saturday night after 5pm.
Not valid School Holidays & Public Holidays.
Not valid Special Events (including 3D films and 
gala screenings).
Not valid Hoyts La Premiere, Directors Suite, Bean 
Bag Cinema, Xtremescreen, and IMAX.
In order to redeem this, TPI members must present 
identification at the box office to verify their 
eligibility.
This information is current to date. However Hoyts 
reserve the right to alter this arrangement without 
prior notice.

Limelight Cinemas, Ipswich QLD
Riverlink Shopping Centre, cnr Down St and The 
Terrace, North Ipswich QLD 4305 Tel: (07) 3447 
1100. Accepts DVA TPI Gold Cards for only one 
complimentary ticket (excludes The Lounge).

Limelight Cinemas, Tuggeranong ACT
Level 1, Tuggeranong Hyperdome, Anketell St, 
Greenway ACT 2900 Tel: (02) 6293 6100. Accepts 
DVA TPI Gold Cards for only one complimentary 
ticket (exclude GOLD).

Metro Cinemas, Bathurst
144 Piper St, Bathurst 2795. One complimentary 
ticket given to DVA TPI Gold card holders only. Offer 
not available for special events, No Free List. 
Tel: 6331 8000 www.metrocinemas.com.au

Metro Cinemas, Lake Haven
70 Chelmsford Rd, Lake Haven 2263. One 
complimentary ticket given to DVA TPI Gold card 
holders. Offer not available for special events, No 
Free List. Tel: 4393 6000 
www.metrocinemas.com.au

Odeon 5 Cinemas, Orange
43 William St, Orange 2800. One complimentary 
ticket given to DVA TPI Gold card holders only. Offer 
not available for special events, no free list. 
Tel: 6362 0213 www.odeon5.com.au

Palace Cinemas
All Palace Cinemas offer a complimentary ticket 
to DVA TPI Gold Card holders and concession 
discounts to other DVA card holders.

Reading Cinemas
All Reading Cinemas. One ticket at the cost of $1 
may be purchased on presentation of DVA Gold 
and White cards. Conditions apply: Valid all day 
every day; on school and public holidays. Not Valid 
on No Free List (NFL); special events; Gold Lounge, 
Premium or Titan; 3D glasses not included.

COMPANION CARD— New South 
Wales 
The Companion Card is for people with a significant 
and permanent disability who will always require 
an attendant carer to support participation 
in community activities and venues. The Card 
provides free access to venues and events for 
the companion of a person with a disability. 
Companion Cards will be issued in the name of the 
person who has a lifelong disability. The card will be 
issued to people who are assessed as meeting the 
following criteria:
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• You are a resident of NSW.
• You have significant and permanent disability.
• You are unable to participate in most 

community-based activities without significant 
assistance with mobility, communication, self-
care and planning.

• Your level of support is lifelong.
Freecall: 1800 893 044 for an application form.

CONCERT TICKETS 
Sydney Opera House
The TPI Federation has been able to obtain some 
concessions for concerts held at the Sydney Opera 
House. They would like to offer ad hoc discounts 
on a selection of shows several times a year. 
You need to register your details with Sydney 
Opera house using this special link https://www.
sydneyoperahouse.com/events/whats-on/other/
subscribe.html?eventId=203237
This will also sign you up for the standard weekly 
newsletter. When offers are available you will be 
sent an email and to redeem offer you will have to 
purchase tickets through the link given in the email. 
Offers will not be available through the Sydney 
Opera House website search or by phoning up.

COUNCIL RATE REBATE 
The rebate is a fixed concession for eligible 
Centrelink and DVA pensioners Contact your local 
Council for more information.
 
CRUISE LINERS 
Cunard Line, P&O Cruises Australia, and Princess 
Cruises 
offers up to $250 free onboard credit for serving 
and ex-serving members of the Australian and NZ 
Defence Forces who are:

1. Active personnel currently serving by 
providing their PM KeyS number, Regiment 
number or Service Number, and

2. Ex-serving personnel, including discharged 
and retired personnel, by providing relevant 
documentation which shows evidence of 
having served in the ADF or NZDF, such as 
military superannuation/pension statement 
from the Military Super scheme, the DFRDB 
scheme, the DFRB scheme, or the DFSS 
scheme (NZ) or Certificate of Service.

The benefit is available on any cruise, any time of 
the year. 14 nights or longer $250, 7- 3 nights-
$100, 6 nights or less-$50
After making a booking send through your details 
including name, booking number, ship and sailing 
date with relevant proof of identification and/
or documentation (i.e. military superannuation/
pension statement or certificate of service) no later 
than two weeks prior to sailing.
Cunard & P&O Cruises email to defencebenefits@
carnivalaustralia.com
Princess Cruises download and send benefit 
application form (found on their website) to 
benefits@princesscruises.com.au or Mail: Princess 
Cruises Booking Support Dept. PO Box 1429 
Chatswood NSW 2057
 
DENTAL SURGEON 
Dr Andrew V Bomba BDS (Hons) Syd. Uni
Suite 1, Level 1, 28 President Ave Caringbah 2229 
Over 30 years experience.  Quality General Family 
& Cosmetic Dentistry. Dentures & Denture repairs/
relines. Veterans & Pensioners welcome. Pensioner’s 
& Senior’s Discounts. Lift & wheelchair access. 
Tel: 9524 3262
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Dr Paul A Matusko BDS (Hons) Uni. Syd
435B Hume Hwy, Yagoona 2199 (opposite Yagoona 
Station). No charge for any work for TPI
Gold Card holders. All areas of General Dentistry 
and Denture work performed. Health Fund Rebates 
accepted for most procedures. Tel: 9790 3458.

DIABETES SERVICES 
National Diabetes Service Scheme
 A range of Government Approved products are 
available at subsidized prices for persons who are 
registered with the National Diabetes Services 
Scheme. Tel: 1300 136 588. www.ndss.com.au

DISCOUNT LOYALTY CARD 
DEFCOM
A Discount Loyalty Card that provides members 
with point-of-sale discounts and benefits from a 
large number of companies and businesses across 
Australia. TPI Association members are entitled 
to discounted DEFCOM membership. Associate 
membership for former ADF personnel normally 
costs $27.50pa and DEFCOM reduced this to just 
$12.00pa for TPI Association members. You receive 
an ID card and the DEFCOM directory is mailed to 
your home address. Web: www.defcom.com.au Tel: 
(07) 3879 0911 Email: info@defcom.com.au

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
North Coast Electrical Services
Licensed electrician providing a full range of 
electrical ser- vices, including repairs to TV 
reception & antennas. Professional service at 
excellent rates. 10% discount to TPI Association of 
NSW members. North Coast area including Lismore, 
Casino, Kyogle & Ballina. Contact Ryan Windon, 
Mob: 0413 547 434

RK Solar & Consulting Services Pty Ltd
Unit 21/6 Gladstone Road, Castle Hill 2154. TPI 
Association of NSW members can get 20% discount 
on the full recommended retail price for solar 
systems purchased from RK Solar. As RK Solar does 
electrical work as well so we can offer 10% discount 
on all electrical work. Tel: 1800 338 809, 9659 1034 - 
Mob: 0430 505 107 
Email: info@rksolar.net www.rksolar.net

ENERGY REBATE 
Low Income Household Rebate
The NSW Government Low Income Household 
Rebate is intended to assist eligible customers 
with all their household energy costs (gas and 
electricity) but is applied on the electricity bill only. 
To be eligible, the account holder must hold a DVA 
TPI, EDA, War Widows/ers Gold Card, PPC or DHS 
Health Care Card. Contact your electricity provider.

EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGISTS 
Aevum Physiotherapy & Exercise Physiology
D904 referral required, Sutherland Shire and 
Helensburgh locations. We offer both private 
one-on-one and group session for all Gold and 
White card holders. Qualified Exercise Physiologists 
and Physiotherapists will assess your needs and 
design a personal program for you. Our Sutherland 
Shire clinic is equipped with a state of the art 
AlterG treadmill allowing walking with minimal 
body weight. Sutherland Shire Tel: 8544 3231 
Helensburgh Tel: 4294 9990 
www.aevumhealth.com.au

AquaPhys Revesby
D904 Referral Required 
Max Parker Leisure and Aquatic Centre, Marco 
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Ave, Revesby 2212. AquaPhys is a Physiotherapy 
practice, which specialises in Hydrotherapy and 
is the leading provider in the South West Sydney 
area. The team consists of both Physiotherapists 
and Exercise Physiologists. Hydrotherapy services 
include:
• Individualised sessions
• Complex care sessions
In addition to this, AquaPhys offers:
• Physiotherapy • Exercise Physiology
• Gym Programs • Massage Therapy
• Dry Needling
• Real Time Ultrasound/Core Muscle Training. 
Tel: 9774 3555 Email: info@aquaphys.com.au 
www.aquaphys.com.au

Fitten Up
D904 Referral Required
Exercise Physiology Services for eligible veterans, 
with a Gold or White card and a specific chronic 
health condition which can be treated by exercise. 
Examples includes PTSD, Arthritis, Diabetes, Heart 
Disease, chronic back pain and depression. We 
continue to prescribe and supervise your exercise 
sessions until you reach your clinical health goals & 
can independently maintain your health. Burleigh, 
Tweed Heads. Lismore, Ballina, Yamba, more 
areas coming soon. Contact Samuel Pethebridge, 
Accredited Exercise Physiologist. Tel: 0488 963 730. 
www.fittenup.com

Healthy Balance Allied Health Services
D904 Referral Required 
One of the largest networks of mobile allied 
health professionals providing allied health 
services to veterans. Healthy Balance has a team 
of allied health professionals consulting veterans 

throughout NSW in the following allied health 
professional areas:
• Dietitian • Physiotherapist
• Speech Pathologist • Exercise Physiologists
• Podiatry • Occupational Therapist
Covers every suburb within the Sydney 
metropolitan. Tel: 8221 0230
www.healthybalance.com.au

MetroRehab Hospital
275 Addison Rd, Peter sham 2049 
A private rehabilitation hospital providing both 
inpatient and outpatient therapy. Our DVA liaison 
officer will coordinate various aspects of your 
stay in hospital. We provide a range of services to 
eligible veterans and war widows, including:
• Pre-admission and discharge planning support
• Expert multidisciplinary therapy including 

physiotherapy, occupational therapy, nursing, 
dietelics, speech therapy and clinical psychology.

• Assistance in the co-ordination and streamlining 
of your care.

• Referrals to appropriate services and resources. 
For further information contact our Rehabilitation 
Coordinator Tel: 0417 200 128 or 9569 5622. 
www.metrorehab.com.au

NJF Exercise Physiologists
D904 Referral Required
This program is tailored specifically for the 
veteran community and encourages long term 
sustainable self-management.
Program includes:
• Individualised and/or group exercise sessions for 

veterans with our highly qualified NJF Exercise 
Physiologists

• Home visits (if necessary)
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Transport to and from each practice (if necessary)
Operates in many locations Australia wide. For your 
nearest location please contact Central Reception 
on 1300 890 507.

Peakwork
D904 Referral Required, Gold Coast and Northern 
NSW. Our Exercise Physiologists are skilled in all 
areas of exercise and rehabilitation. 
Tel: (07) 5679 5234
Email: mark.peak@me.com www.peakwork.com.au 

Recovery Station – Enabling the community 
are a community-based company and have been 
working successfully with the veteran and war 
widow communities for many years. Our caring and 
professional therapists assess you in your home 
and provide interventions and follow up to ensure 
your health goals are met. Our extensive services, 
advice and interventions help make life changes 
so you can do the things that are most important. 
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, HomeFront 
assessments. For referrals, more information or 
to schedule an appointment, please contact our 
offices:
• Hunter & Central Coast Tel: 4959 2211
• Sydney Tel: 1300 588 851

Westmead Rehabilitation Hospital – Keep You 
Active
D904 Referral Required, 7 Coleman St, Merrylands 
2160. Offering you the following services: Day 
Programs, Physiotherapy, Occupational therapy, 
Hydrotherapy, Balance classes, Speech pathology, 
Cardiac program. Tel: 8833 3555
www.westmeadrehab.net.au

VIDA Exercise Physiology
D904 Referral Required 
Individualised Gym Rehabilitation Programs (with 
Accredited Exercise Physiologist). In addition VIDA 
offers and fully funds:
• Exercise sessions for Veterans and partners
• Gym membership offered to both Veteran and 

their partners 
• Hydrotherapy.
For your nearest location call Tim 
Mob: 0432 572 909. www.vidaexercise.com.au

FISHING LICENCE 
Exemption from the recreation fishing licence
DVA TPI Gold, EDA & Pensioner Concession 
Card holders are exempt from paying the NSW 
recreation fishing fee to fish in fresh and salt water 
in NSW. If asked for licence ID show your DVA or PC 
Card. Inquiries Tel: 1300 369 365

FLOOR COVERINGS 
Waratah Floor Coverings
U4/6-8 Mitchell Road, Moorebank 2170. For TPI 
Association of NSW members a 5% discount on 
floor coverings, carpets, rugs and vinyls, on stock 
items. On wall to wall a higher discount may be 
negotiated with the Managers, Ian, Bruce or Joe. 
Tel: 9759 6511

FOOD PRODUCTS 
Kios Fine Foods
108-B Deepfields Rd, Catherine Field 2557. Provides 
old fashion service to their customers and would 
like to offer 5% discount on our chicken products 
to members of the TPI Association of NSW, please 
show your TPI Association of NSW membership 
card at time of purchase. 
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Open: Monday to Friday 7.30am-4.30pm
Saturday 7.30am-2.00pm. 
Tel: 9606 2216, www.kiosfinefoods.com

FUNERAL SERVICES 
Caring Funerals Pty Ltd
“Proudly Australian Family Owned and Operated”, 
160 Great North Rd, Five Dock 2046. 15% off all 
funeral costs. Contact Adam J. Lee J.P. Director 
Tel: 9699 7877, Head Office Tel: 9713 1555. 
Fax: 9713 1400, Pager: 9937 2478.
Email: carefunerals@ozemail.com.au.

Heavenly Celebration Funerals
A funeral is “a necessity and not a luxury” and we 
treat your loved one as one of our own. Heavenly 
Celebration Funerals is a family-owned funeral 
home located in Sydney’s West. We understand that 
we have your nearest and dearest in our care and 
we see it as an honour and privilege to provide your 
loved one a truly fitting final celebration of their life. 
Our dedicated, caring and compassionate team are 
available to assist you and your family at any time 
of the day or night. 

We are proud supporters of The TPI Association 
of NSW, so please be sure to mention TPI when 
contacting us. Heavenly Celebrations are able to 
provide Cremation Celebration Services, Dignified 
Burials, RSL Services and Memorial Services at all 
crematoriums and cemeteries—Sydney wide, with 
all cultures being catered for. Pre-Planning and Pre-
Paid Funerals now offered. Tel: 9623 6656. 
Mob: 0418 250 242.
Email: michelle@heavenlycelebrations.com.au 
www.heavenlycelebrations.com.au

Southern Cross Funeral Directors
Our Family Caring For Yours. 24 Hour Caring Service. 

At Southern Cross Funeral Directors we believe 
that a funeral service should be a celebration of life 
for those that we love, honouring their memory 
and the contributions they have made in making 
Australia what it is today. Our family are here to 
help make a final farewell special, something to 
be remembered and cherished. We are proud to 
offer discounted rates to TPI’s and their families. 
Being 100% Australian family owned and operated, 
we understand the importance of community 
and caring. Please feel free to contact us anytime 
for more information, including pre-paid funeral 
options. Our family are happy to provide caring 
advice and information to you. Tel: 1300 087 937
www.scfd.com.au
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Western Mowers & Chainsaws
3-7 Toongabbie Rd, Toongabbie 2146. 10% discount 
on new products (not sale price items), repairs and 
spare for garden maintenance products. 
Tel: 9631 1696.

HEARING SERVICES 
Office of Hearing Services 
provides vouchers which enable you to get hearing 
assessments and devices from hearing service 
providers of your choice. This includes the cost of 
fitting the device. Concession available to DVA Gold 
Card & PCC holders. Tel: 1800 500 726, 
TTY 1800 500 496. www.health.gov.au/hear.

HOME RENOVATIONS 
HV Aluminium 
is a family business with over 35 years’ experience 
designing and installing beautiful outdoor living 
spaces in Newcastle, the Central Coast and the 
Hunter Valley areas. 10 Myra Street New Lambton 
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NSW 2305 Australia. BLN 322844C 
Tel: (02) 4903 3300 Fax: (02) 4957 7880
Email: info@hv.com.au Web: www.hv.com.au (This 
company comes highly recommended by one of 
our TPI Association members).

HOSPITAL SUPPLIES 
Life Health Care Hospital Supplies
4 Noonan Pl, Ingleburn 2565, Tel: (02) 9618 5000. 
Shores Retail Centre, 4 Bay St, Port Macquarie 2444, 
Tel: 65841766. 
21 Dowe St, Tamworth 2340, Tel: 6766 9253. 
Offers 10% discount to all TPIs but not in 
conjunction with any other offer.

LAWYERS 
Matthews Folbigg Lawyers
Level 7, 10-14 Smith St, Parramatta 2150. Having 
over 50 years’ experience, Matthews Folbigg 
Lawyers, based in Parramatta, have earned a 
reputation for finding solutions and delivering 
exceptional results. We pride ourselves on our 
friendly yet professional approach and we strive to 
establish long term relationships with our clients.
Our services include:
• Conveyancing 
• Compensation Law
• Family Law
• Wills and Estate Planning 
We provide a 10% discount on our services to all TPI 
Association members who mention this ad. Please 
contact Phillip Brophy, Director on (02) 9806 7452 
or at phillipb@matthewsfolbigg.com.au to discuss 
your legal needs. Tel: 9635 7966. Fax: 9635 9499. 
www.matthewsfolbigg.com.au
 

LEISURE & ENTERTAINMENT 
Time Out Adventures
TPI Association of NSW members will receive a 10% 
discount off any package offered by the Time Out 
Group. Quote offer code TPI at time of booking 
and at the time of taking the activity your TPI 
Association membership card must be produced. 
Segway tours, laser clay shooting, bumper balls, 
splash golf, giant water balls and more. 
Tel: 1300 090 767 www.timeoutadventures.com.au

MEALS ON WHEELS 
Meals on Wheels Association of NSW. Meals 
delivered at a low cost (average at around $9 to $12 
a meal), delivery complimentary. 
Tel: 8219 4200 / 1300 679 669 
www.nswmealsonwheels.org.au.

MEDAL MOUNTING 
Heritage Medals
7 Royce Ct, Joondalup WA 6919. Excellent service 
and high-quality products. A minimum discount 
of 10% given to DVA TPI Gold Card holders. They 
hold most Australian (and commonly awarded 
to Australians) honours and awards, badges and 
memorabilia. They also do tribute framing and a 
raft ion military oriented memorabilia. They will 
also order in Service Medals and products for 
customers’ requirements.
Phone: (08) 6202 1025
Email: service@heritagemedals.com.au
www.heritagemedals.com.au.

MUSEUMS 
Australian National Maritime Museum
Darling Harbour, 2 Murray St, Sydney. Common- 



SALUTE Spring 2021  //  75

Concessions
wealth Superannuation Corporation has partnered 
with the Museum to provide every single Defence 
Force veteran, serving member and current cadet 
with a complimentary pass to the museum and 
10% discount in the ANMM Store and Yots Café.
All you need to do is show the Front of House team 
a valid ADF ID card, DVA-issued card, service medals 
or arrive in uniform – to receive free entry to the 
museum. Included in your free ticket is access to 
all permanent galleries and special exhibitions 
including: Under Southern Skies; Sydney Harbour 
Gallery; The Navy Gallery; Action Stations; Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year. You also get access to all 
museum vessels including: The top deck of HMAS 
Vampire. HMB Endeavour and Bark James Craig; 
Steam Yacht Ena. Tel: (02) 9298 3777
www.anmm.gov.au

NATIONAL PARKS 
National Parks and Wildlife Service NSW 
Concession Pass 
A Concession Pass is available to Australian 
Pensioner Concession (PCC), DVA TPI Gold, Gold 
or EDA card holders on providing a letter from 
DVA stating that you receive a disability pension of 
70% or higher, or minimum 50 impairment points. 
Application forms are available online to fill out or 
download from the NPWS website 
www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au 
Enquiries Tel: 1300 072 757 
or email: annual.passes@enviroment.nsw.gov.au. 
The TPI Association office and website also have
these application forms available to members.

OUTDOOR/WORKWEAR 
Ray’s Outdoors (All Stores) 
For 6½% discount on BBQs and 15-30% discount 

on workwear. Show TPI Association of NSW 
membership card and mention card number 
D108679. Tel: (03) 5278 7633, 
Freecall: 1800 641 867. 
Web: www.raysoutdoors.com.au.

PLUMBING 
Waterfront Plumbing
Newcastle area plumber, drainer and gas fitter. 
Specialising in Slimline Tanks. Must produce current 
TPI Association of NSW membership Card. Call 
Glenn Pollard Tel: 4971 5278. Mob: 0418 236 325.

QANTAS CARER CONCESSION  CARD 
The card is issued to people with disability and 
high-level support needs who require the full-
time assistance of a carer whilst they are on the 
aircraft. A person is eligible if they need to have 
one-on-one support when seated on the aircraft 
for assistance with meals/drinks, transferring to the 
bathroom, orientation, communicating with the 
flight staff etc. A person is not eligible if they only 
need assistance boarding the aircraft, or when they 
arrive at their destination. Qantas Carer Concession 
cardholders and their nominated carer will receive 
the following discounts for Qantas domestic travel 
within Australia.
Economy Travel for Qantas Carer Concession 
Cardholders: 10% discount on Domestic Red e- 
Deal and Flex Economy Class fares
For Nominated Carers: 50% discount on Domestic 
Red eDeal and Flex Economy Class fares Business 
Class Travel For Qantas Carer Concession 
Cardholders: 50% off Full Cost Domestic Business 
Class Fares (subject to availability)
For Nominated Carers: 50% off Full Cost Domestic 
Business Class Fares (subject to availability) This 
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card is a photo ID card, valid for three years, 
administration fee $49.50. Application form and 
information package can be downloaded at Web: 
www.pwd.org.au. Inquiries Tel: 1800 806 769 or 
email qccc@pwd.org.au

REAL ESTATE 
Stone Real Estate
4/47-49 The Esplanade, Ettalong Beach 2257 & 
2/168 Central Coast Hwy, Erina 2250. Residential 
& Commercial Real Estate Sales, Property 
Management and Strata Management. Stone 
Real Estate will offer a discount of 20% off the 
normal commission rate to TPI Association of 
NSW members. Contact Christel Renton, Tel: 
(02) 4369  6000  Mob:  0417  208  314 
Web: www.stonerealestate.com.au

SENIOR CARD 
Holders of a NSW Seniors Card are eligible for 
discounts and special offers from many businesses 
in NSW. For more information Tel: 1300 364 758 
www.seniorscard.nsw.gov.au

SPORT EQUIPMENT 
Peter Wynn’s Score Sports Store
197 Church St, Parramatta 2150. 10% discount on 
presentation of photo identification on all sporting 
equipment and clothing. Tel: 9891 2655.

SPORTING FIXTURES 
The STC, Newcastle and Gosford Jockey Clubs
admit TPIs on presentation of their ID card at the 
turnstile. Country race tracks often admit TPI Gold 
Card holders free of charge.

TRAVEL CONCESSIONS 
Country Pensioner Excursion Travel Tickets
NSW, Victorian or ACT PCC or War Widow/er 
transport concession card holders and Senior Card 
holders are entitled to book one-way Economy 
trips to Regional NSW and the ACT for $2.50 (but 
not interstate or Intercity destinations). You need 
to book your ticket in advance. Tel: 13 22 32 www.
nswtrainlink.info

Pensioner Concession Card Travel Voucher
NSW or ACT residents with a Pensioner Con- 
cession Card (PCC) are entitled to four one-way 
Pensioner Travel Vouchers each calendar year for 
trips to Regional NSW and beyond.
If you travel in Economy, your voucher fully covers 
your fare. If you travel in First Class, you only pay 
15% of the full adult peak season fare (minimum 
$10). If your trip takes you over the NSW border, 
you pay half the interstate portion of either the 
Economy or First Class fare. You can catch a Sydney 
Trains or NSW TrainLink Intercity service to get to 
or from your NSW TrainLink Regional service at no 
extra charge as long as you book it with your NSW 
TrainLink Regional service.
 Before you book your first ticket, you need to 
register your Concession Card with NSW Train-
 Link. You can do this by calling 13 22 32. 
Bookings can be made online or phone 132232. 
www.nswtrainlink.info

Seniors Card Travel
Senior card holders are entitled to unlimited $2.50 
Country Pensioner Excursion tickets. 50% off 
ordinary adult peak season Economy and First Class 
fares on all NSW Train- Link Regional services. You 
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need to register your concession card before 
making your first booking. 
Tel: 13 22 32 www.nswtrainlink.info

NSW Government Transport Concession 
Entitlement Card For Ex-members of the 
Defence Forces with a disability (NSW 
residents) 
This card entitles you to free travel on public 
transport services in NSW except NSW TrainLink 
Regional services, fast ferry services between 
Manly and Circular Quay, event shuttle buses, 
chartered bus services and Great Southern Rail 

services. If you’re travelling in the Opal network 
you can use your free travel Opal card or show 
your Transport Concession Entitlement Card to 
staff. You will need to pay a concessional station 
access fee at Sydney Domestic and International 
Airport train stations. If you live outside the 
Sydney and Newcastle suburban areas, you are 
also entitled to a combined total of three return 
or six single free journeys on NSW TrainLink 
regional services each calendar year, for travel 
within NSW or the NSW portion of an interstate 
journey. On rural and regional buses you’ll need 
to show your card to the driver. The driver will 
check that you have ‘TRAVEL PASSED’ printed on 
the back of your card. When travelling interstate, 
you pay the applicable fare from the NSW border 
to the interstate destination. To book these 
journeys you need to present your Transport 
Concession Entitlement Card at any NSW 
TrainLink ticket office or accredited travel agency.
Apply online for both the Entitlement and Opal 
card Web: https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/cec/ 
selfService

If you already have your Transport Concession 
Entitlement Card, call 13 15 00 to get your free 
travel Opal card.

TRAVEL CONCESSIONS FOR VISITORS TO: 
ACT
ACTION Buses offers DVA TPI And EDA Gold card 
holders free travel. Their companion or carer also 
travels free. Present the DVA card on the bus, 
or apply for a free travel pass by phoning 13 17 
10 or emailing TCCS myway@act.gov.au. www.
transport.act.gov.au

NSW
Transport NSW Senior/Pensioner Opal Card 
for Interstate residents. The Gold Opal card is 
available if you are eligible and have a Pensioner 
Concession Card issued by any Australian 
state or territory. Apply online at www.opal.
com.au For Senior card holders an Interstate 
Seniors application form will need to be filled 
out from the Transport NSW website: https://
transportnsw.info/ document/1435/application-
for-interstate-seniors- gold-opal-card-5341_0.
pdf
You will need to apply 2-3 weeks before 
travelling to NSW. Please note that the Airport 
line will charge an extra fee and some special 
bus and ferry services will not be covered by the 
Opal card.

NT
Travel on the Territory’s urban public bus 
network is free for DVA Gold Card holders. Show 
your card to the bus driver Tel: (08) 8924 7666. 
https://nt.gov.au/driving/public-transport-
cycling 
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QLD
Australian residents with a current Pensioner 
Concession Card or Senior Card from any state or 
territory are eligible for a 50% concession fare  on 
TransLink services. Pensioners & Seniors are not 
eligible for concession fares on Airtrain services. 
Tel: 13 12 30 Web: www.translink.com.au 

SA
Holders of a PCC, DVA Gold and DVA TPI Gold 
card are eligible for concession fares on Adelaide 
Metro services. You can buy a metroCARD at 
many locations across metropolitan Adelaide or 
online. www.adelaidemetro.com.au Tel: 1300 311 
108 Anyone who holds a valid Australian State or 
Territory Seniors Card is eligible for FREE Adelaide 
Metro public transport Monday to Friday before 
7.00am, between 9.01am and 3.00pm, after 7.01pm 
and all day Saturday, Sunday and public holidays. 
Simply visit the following locations and show your 
interstate Seniors Card and you will be issued with 
a temporary MetroTicket which will be valid for 
a max. of 14 days. Adelaide Airport’s Information 
Booth; Adelaide Hills Visitor Information Centre at 
68 Mount Barker Road, Hahndorf; Adelaide Metro 
InfoCentre; Glenelg Visitor Information Centre at 
1 Moseley Square, Glenelg; Visi- tor Information 
Centre at shop 9 James Place, Adelaide (just off 
Rundle Mall)

TAS
Free travel on Metro buses for DVA Gold TPI & EDA 
card holders (provided they have applied for and 
use a Greencard) You can apply for a Greencard 
online or in person by visiting a Metro Shop, a 
Metro depot or Metro agent, or by calling  

Tel: 13 22 01 and requesting that an application 
form be mailed to you. Web: www.metrotas.com.au 

Spirit of Tasmania
TPI and EDA recipients will always be allocated 
a cabin at pensioner rate no matter whether the 
allocated pensioner cabins are filled or not. If 
booking online and no pensioner fares appear 
available call the Customer Contact Centre on 1800 
884 305 for further assistance.
Tel: 1800 634 906 www.spiritoftasmania.com.au 

VIC
Pensioner Concession Card holders are eligible for 
a 50 percent concession on travel. Buy a MYKI card 
online at www.ptv.vic.gov.au or train stations and 
many other shops or call 1800 800 007. 

WA
DVA TPI, EDA, TTI, OIP, POW, INT and Disability 
pension 70-100% recipients may be eligible for a 
Veterans SmartRider for free travel on Transperth 
bus, train or ferry services and regional town 
services. Apply in person at the Elizabeth Quay 
Bus Station InfoCentre on Mounts Bay Road, 
Perth. Please bring identification that verifies your 
entitlement. While you are there, your photo will 
be taken and your Veterans SmartRider card will 
be issued on the spot. Application form can be 
downloaded online. 
Tel: 13 62 13 www.transperth.wa.gov.au

VEHICLE CONCESSIONS VEHICL
Disabled Parking Permits 
application forms are available from the RMS.
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Motor Cycle GST Rebate Scheme
contact DVA, Tel: 13 32 54, 
regional Tel: 1800 555 254.

Motor Vehicle GST Exemption 
on the purchase of new and used cars, (once every 
2 years or 40,000kms), whichever comes sooner. 
Forms are available from TPI Head Office or contact 
ATO Tel: 13 28 66, or download forms from website: 
www.ato.gov.au (enter in search section: 3418 for 
form, 4325 for information). This form should be 
provided to the dealer at the time of purchasing 
your vehicle.

Motor Vehicle GST Exemption—Car Parts
TPIs are also entitled to purchase car parts GST- 
free, car parts include items such as: batteries, disc 
brake pads, tyres, oil filters, petrol filters, liquid 
petroleum gas (LPG) conversion kits, spark plugs, 
water and fuel pumps, radiator hoses, windscreens, 
air conditioners, head and tail light globes. Forms 
are available from TPI Head Office or ATO website: 
www.ato.gov.au (NAT number 3418).

Registration and Driver’s Licence 
is free of charge. Apply at your local Motor Registry 
office. Don’t forget to ask for a refund of any unused 
portion of your Licence or Registration. Show your 
DVA Gold Card when applying for the concession. 

State Stamp Duty and Transfer Fee
You do not have to pay these fees if you receive 
a DVA disability pension of 70 per cent of higher, 
An Intermediate, TPI, EDA pension or have 
been assessed under MRCA 2004 at 50 or more 
impairment points. For more information, contact 
Roads and Maritime by calling 13 22 13

E-Toll/Easy Toll Account Concession
If you are in receipt of a PCC, DVA Gold Card 
endorsed with TPI, EDA, Widow/er or a DVA letter or 
statement/determination that states you receive a 
disability pension of 70 percent or higher, an Inter- 
mediate or EDA Pension, or have been assessed 
under MRCA 2004 at 50 or more impairment points; 
you may be eligible for certain concessions on a 
new or existing E-Toll account or Easy Toll account.
• receiving a quarterly account statement by post, 

free-of-charge
• reduced registration and monthly account fees 

on    an Easy Toll account
• exemption from paying an E-Toll tag deposit fee 

(TPIs and drivers of modified vehicles with hand 
controls only), or

• exemption from the Sydney Harbour Bridge and
• Sydney Harbour Tunnel tolls (TPIs and drivers
of modified vehicles with hand controls only).
You’ll need to apply in person at a Service NSW 
Centre.
 
VEHICLE DEALERSHIPS 
Fleet Avenue
Level 6, 15 Help Street, Chatswood, 2067. Accessing 
Fleet discounts for Defence members and their 
families since 2011. Initial car buying advice of all 
new vehicles. TPI, DVA and pensioner discounts 
apply. New cars organised delivery to your home 
Australia wide. Tel: 1300 730 772. 
www.fleetavenue.com.au

Newcastle Mazda at Crossroads
359 Lake Rd, Glendale 2285. Would like to offer 
members of the TPI Association of NSW on top of 
the discounts already applicable any accessories 
towards the vehicle purchase to the value of 
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$300.00. Please show your TPI Association of NSW 
membership card to receive this offer. Tel: (02) 4028 
3000

VEHICLE FLEET DISCOUNTS AND PARTNER 
PROGRAMS
Vehicle National Fleet Discount
The TPI Federation has negotiated with a number of 
Motor Vehicle Manufacturers who have agreed to 
apply National Fleet Discount prices to new motor 
vehicles purchased by Association members.

Note: at this stage this concession only relates 
to new vehicles purchased through Mitsubishi, 
Hyundai, Suzuki, KIA, Nissan, Volkswagen, Subaru 
and Isuzu UTE dealerships. Mazda also offers fleet 
discount but only for light commercial vehicles.

Policy: The Association appreciates any 
concession private enterprise grants it, in this case 
it also recognises how extremely generous this 
concession is to members and that it could be 
easily lost if abused, therefore strict controls are 
being put in place to ensure it is only obtainable by 
authorised financial members of this Association.
Any member found abusing this concession will 
face disciplinary action by the Association and 
may well be dismissed and refused any further 
membership.

Procedure: A member intending to purchase a 
new vehicle and seeking a National Fleet Discount 
must comply with the following:
• The vehicle must be purchased and registered for  

the exclusive use of the member concerned.
• Must be a financial member of the Association.
• Provide the Association with the details of the 

dealership involved, contact person, including 
their fax, telephone number and/or email 
address.

• Request that a completed “Letter of 
Introduction” be faxed or emailed from the 
Association to the dealership. Under no 
circumstances is the letter to be handed to 
the member.

• The “Letter of Introduction” must contain the 
National Fleet Discount Certificate Number. This 
number will only be provided by the TPI Office.

• The office staff member’s name must be 
clearly printed at the bottom of the “Letter 
of Introduction” and it must also bear their 
signature.

• Once the “Letter of Introduction” has been 
faxed or emailed to the dealership concerned 
the original document will be kept for record 
purposes.

• As proof of entitlement to this concession, 
the member involved must produce to the 
dealership a TPI Association Membership Card 
(with the members photograph displayed on it).

Defence Car Connect
Offers a car buying service focused on supporting 
the Australian Defence Force personnel Australia 
Wide. With an extensive dealer network Defence 
Car Connect will negotiate the best deal, have the 
car delivered to your door and can also help with 
the disposal of your current vehicle. This service 
is for current and ex serving members including 
families and is absolutely free. Contact John 
Masters Tel: 0420 202 580
Web: www.defencecarconnect.com.au

Ford Business Fleet Plan Pricing Program
TPIs who are members of State TPI Associations are 
entitled to this program. This means a set pricing is 
not established for this program, rather assistance 
is given to individual Dealers to enable them to 
quote a preferential price to TPI Members (there 
is no Fleet Discount on Ford vehicles and it is up 
to the Dealers to contact Ford Motor Company for 
Discounts). To confirm eligibility to Business Fleet 
Plan pricing, Members of State TPI Associations will 
be required to provide a letter of introduction from 
their Association outlining that they are financial 
members, as well as producing proof at the time of 
the transaction. The Dealer will take a photocopy 
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of the Gold Card for reimbursement purposes and 
the Member must provide a GST Exemption Form 
and any other documentation required prior to 
confirming the sale.
Please note that that this program is subject to 
change by the Ford Motor Co. at any time.

Holden GM Partner Program
The GM Partner Program offers members of 
TPI Associations discounts on a wide range of 
new Holden Vehicles, in 2020 the pricing and 
procedure of this program will be adjusted slightly. 
Discount amounts will vary from carline to carline 
and will change on a quarterly basis. Show your 
membership card at any Holden dealership 
and they will be able to access one of our more 
premium fleet pricing structures (Club Gold) which 
is a greater discount than partner program pricing. 
Additionally, members will no longer be able 
to purchase Demo Models under the Club Gold 
pricing structure.

NCB National Car Brokers
TPI Partner Program. This program offers TPI 
Association of NSW members use of our service free 
of charge; Corporate fleet discounts; Depending 
on eligibility (access to corporate free servicing 
and loan car pro- grams); Car buying advice and 
reviews; Nationwide dealer networks covering all 
manufacturers; Free delivery to your home with a 
full tank of fuel; Industry leading finance packages 
tailored to your needs; Free trade-in valuations.
STEP 1 Choose your car 
STEP 2 We get you the best price 
STEP 3 Delivered to your door
Tel: 1300 922 022
Email: info@nationalcarbrokers.com.au Level 40, 
100 Miller St, North Sydney 2060

VEHICLE RENTALS 
Budget Car and Truck Rentals
The TPI Federation has been fortunate in being 
offered Corporate Rates on the hire of vehicles from 
Budget which represent a good saving and the 
opportunity to get a free upgrade when available. 
The TPI Federation Budget Customer Discount 
(BCD) number is N012597. Members should use 
this BCD number when making bookings on either 
the internet, web: www.budget.com.au or when 
ringing the Booking Office Freecall: 1800 111 
102. Members should show their TPI Association 
Membership Card when picking up the vehicle. 
Please be aware that this concession only applies 
for vehicles used in Australia.
Please note: Corporate Rates may be high at certain 
times of the year, check the specials and general 
rates for the best available pricing when making 
your booking.

Hertz
Tel: 13 30 39 or book online and quote national 
discount program number 1251957.
For Australia and overseas. When overseas you 
need to log onto Web: www.hertz.com. The 
national discount program entitles financial 
members of a TPI Association special concession 
rates throughout Australia and overseas. However 
you will be required to present your financial 
membership card when picking up vehicle. It 
is recommended that anyone who intends to 
travel overseas should consider joining the Hertz 
Gold Card Club 1# as your 10% discount will be 
honoured when making a booking. Additionally 
your reserved vehicle will be available as soon as 
you arrive and you won’t need to line up, this can 
save you considerable waiting time. 
Please note: Corporate Rates may be high at 
certain times of the year, check the specials and 
general rates for the best available pricing when 
making your booking.
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Windscreens O’Brien
Upon presentation of your TPI Association 
membership card member is entitled to a $20 
discount. Discount applies to windscreen, side, 
(excluding quarter glass) and rear replacement and 
also windscreen repairs. Repairs in branch only. 
Card must be sighted by branch/ glazier. Not valid 
with any other offer or promotion. Tel: 13 13 16.

WATER REBATE 
May be available to PCC holders and TPI, TTI, EDA, 
War Widow/er Gold Card holders. Contact Sydney 
Water, Tel: 13 20 92. Hunter Water, Tel: 1300 657 
657, Rous Water Tel: 6621 8055.
Shoalhaven Water, Tel: 4429 3214, or your local 
council to apply for the rebate.

ZOOS 
Australia Zoo
1638 Steve Irwin Way, Beerwah QLD 4519. Show 
your DVA TPI embossed Gold Card for 50% off an 
Adult Ticket price. Tel: (07) 5436 2000. 
www.australiazoo.com.au.

 Dolphin Marine Conservation Park
65 Orlando Street, Coffs Harbour. 
Bookings 02 6659 1910.
Experience dolphins, Australian sea lions, Little Blue 
Penguins and sea turtles up close. Tour the animal 
rescue and rehabilitation facility and discover 
how to protect oceans for marine wildlife. Marine 
presentations daily. Open - 2pm. Free general 
admission for DVA TPI Gold Card holders. Please 
show card on entry.

Attention Members
If anyone is getting good service or a discount 
from a business then share it with the rest 
of the members, or if you want a discount, 
approach the owner/manager of the business 
and simply say “Would you consider giving 
a discount to Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans, there are over 3,000 in 
the state and I’ll get your business mentioned 
in Salute, the TPI members magazine, and 
maybe get some more business.”

Get the following particulars from the 
owner/manager:
• Name of business
• Address of business
• Phone number/Email
• Type of business
• Discount offered
If you don’t feel like asking and think a discount 
will benefit the members one of the TPI 
volunteers can give them a call. Supply the 
above information and send it to Sara Thorne, 
Membership Services Coordinator.

Need Help Buying A Car?
Below is a list of those members who have 
volunteered their services for those wanting 
assistance in the purchase of a new car. If 
you are in the market to buy a car, and feel 
you would like someone else to handle the 
negotiations on your behalf, give one of the 
members listed a call.
Our indications are that this has proven to be a 
great service to many of our members. 

Joe Kaplun, OAM (all areas) 
Phone:  0407 741 473 
Email:  joekaplun@optusnet.com.au

Kerry Redman (all areas) 
Phone:  0488 785 477 
Email: k.redman8@bigpond.com
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Federation
The Australian Federation of TPI Ex Servicemen & 
Women Ltd.
Mail: PO Box 450, Erindale, ACT 2903
Tel: 0417 291 546 Email: federation@tpifed.org.au 
Web: www.tpifed.org.au

Australian Capital Territory
ACT TPI Ex Servicemen’s & Women’s Association Inc.
Mail: PO Box 450, Erindale ACT 2903
Tel: 0417 291 546 Email: secretary@acttpi.org 
Web: www.acttpi.org

New South Wales
TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW Ltd.
Level 4, 55 York St, Sydney NSW 2000
Mail: GPO Box 4429, Sydney NSW 2001
Tel: (02) 9235 1466 Country Tel: 1800 649 216
Fax: (02) 9279 0156
Email: office@tpinsw.org.au
Web: https://www.tpinsw.net

Queensland
The Australian Federation of TPI Ex Servicemen & 
Women QLD Branch Inc.
Cnr Enoggera Road & Ashgrove Avenue, 
Newmarket QLD 4051 Mail: PO Box 3161, 
Newmarket QLD 4051
Tel: (07) 3040 3330 Email: secretary@tpiqld.org.au 
Web: www.qldtpi.org.au

South Australia (includes Northern 
Territory) 
The Association of TPI Ex-Servicemen & Women (SA 
Branch) Inc.
171 Richmond Rd, Richmond SA 5033
Tel: (08) 8351 8140 Fax: (08) 8351 7781
Email: office@tpi-sa.com.au 
Web: www.tpi-sa.com.au

Tasmania
The Australian Federation of TPI Ex Servicemen & 
Women (Tasmania Branch) Inc.
Horrie Gorringe Stand, North Hobart Football Oval, 
Argyle St, North Hobart TAS 7000
Tel: (03) 6231 3900 Fax: (03) 6278 2648
Email: tpitas@bigpond.com.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/tpi.tasmania

Western Australia
The Australian Federation of TPI Ex-Servicemen & 
Women WA Branch Inc.
Royal Aust. Air Force Association Estate, 2 Bullcreek
Dr, Bullcreek.
Mail: PO Box 2035, Rossmoyne WA 6148 Tel: (08)
9332 4999Fax: (08) 9332 6633
Email: tpiwa@tpiwa.org.au
Web: www.tpiwa.org.au

Victoria
Totally & Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association 
of Victoria Inc.
23-47 Villiers St, North Melbourne VIC 3051 Mail: PO 
Box 216, North Melbourne VIC 3051 Tel: (03) 9329 
8844 Email: tpioffice@tpivic.com 
Web: www.tpivic.com

Interstate TPI Offices
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‘My AVCAT 
Scholarship gave 

me confidence that 
I still draw on. It’s 
something that 
cannot be taken 

away.’ 

— AVCAT Scholar

  AVCAT
   scholarships

Transforming lives through 
education

Applications open 18 August, 
and close midnight 31 October 
2021.

AVCAT Scholarships, including the 
Long Tan Bursary, are for the children 
and grandchildren of Australian 
ex-serving veterans. Scholarships 
provide up to $4000 per year, for 
three years, to full-time students 
at uni, TAFE or a registered training 
organisation.

Scholarship Eligibility
Eligibility Criteria includes Australian residency, 
child or grandchild of Australian ex-serving veteran, 
full-time tertiary student in 2022 at uni, TAFE or 
a registered training organisation, in receipt of or 
eligible to receive Centrelink payments including 
Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, Austudy or an accepted 
means-tested Commonwealth government payment.

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

Apply online at avcat.org.au



Frequently Asked Questions
When can I apply for an AVCAT Scholarship?
Applications open 18 August, and close at midnight October 31.

Are grandchildren of veterans eligible to apply?
Yes! Grandchildren of veterans can apply for an AVCAT Scholarship. 

Do all applicants receive an AVCAT Scholarship?
The selection process is very competitive and scholarship numbers are limited therefore, not all 
worthy and eligible applicants will receive a scholarship.

How will my scholarship application be assessed?
Applications are considered by a team of independent assessors and AVCAT’s National Selection 
Committee. The following criteria are used to assess applications: financial need, academic 
potential and personal circumstances.

What supporting documents do I need for my scholarship application?
It is advisable to start preparing your documents before applications open as this can take a 
considerable amount of time. You can find more information at avcat.org.au.

When will I be notified of the outcome of my application?
Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application from late February through to early 
March. Applicants will be updated on any change to the timing of notification.

Where can I find more information?
You can find more information on the AVCAT website at avcat.org.au or contact the AVCAT office 
Monday - Thursday on 02 9213 7999 or at info@avcat.org.au. Register your interest in applying at 
avcat.org.au/scholarships

‘I can say with 
confidence that my 
AVCAT scholarship 
has given me the 

reach I needed to grab 
hold of my dreams and 

aspirations.’

— AVCAT Scholar

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST
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