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Our August E-Newsletter header photograph shows 
sunset at Lake Mungo. As the sun drops in the west 
the light is reflected onto the lunette, made up of 
sand dunes and eroded pinnacles known as The 
Walls of China which is on the eastern shore of the 
ancient lake. Lake Mungo National Park is part of 
the Willandra Lakes World Heritage Area, a chain 
of dried out lakes that were once strung between 
Willandra Creek and the main channel of the 
Lachlan River in Outback NSW. Lake Mungo dried 
up around 14, 000 years ago. 

In the 1960s and 1970s the remains of Mungo 
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Lady and Mungo Man were found in lunettes at 
Lake Mungo. They have been dated to 42,000 years 
old – the oldest human remains in Australia and 
some of the oldest modern humans in the world 
outside Africa. Mungo Lady is the oldest known 
cremation in the world, representing the early 
emergence of humanity’s spiritual beliefs.

Mungo Lady and Mungo Man are particularly 
special to their Aboriginal descendants who still 
live around the Willandra Lakes area. The Paakantji, 
Ngyiampaa and Mutthi Mutthi people are proud of 
what the ancient remains prove of their endurance 

Welcome to the August 2023 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter 
Mungo National Park, New South Wales. Photograph by Carole-Anne Fooks / Alamy Stock Photo.
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in the land and survival from the distant past. 
In this issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter you can 

read the address that TPI Federation President Pat 
McCabe, OAM, gave at the TPI NSW Christmas-in-
July function. You can also read about a new book 
by Helen Austin, Like Shadows in the Corner: The 
Invisible Wives of Australian Vietnam Veterans.

We hope this e-newsletter will not be just 
one-way communication and that you will share 
your ideas and experiences with other TPI NSW 
Association members. If you have information that 
you would like to share, please email me at the 
address below. We look forward to hearing from 
you.

Victoria Dawson
Editor, TPI NSW Association
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Correction 
Australian National Maritime Museum 
listing in the 2023 Concessions booklet

The offer of a complimentary pass to the 
Australian National Maritime Museum for every 
Defence Force veteran, serving member and 
current cadet finished at the end of 2022. 

Currently members of TPI NSW and other 
veterans get a 20% discount on entry to the 
Museum and a 10% discount in the Museum 
store and cafe.

Pianist John Revai at the TPI NSW Christmas-in-July 
luncheon. Photographer: Jenny Wang.

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
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Name TPI Badge Number

Telephone (Home) Telephone (Mobile) Email Address

Number of People Attending Cost per Meal: $20.00 Total $

Total Payment $

PAYMENT METHOD (Tick Box)

INTERNET TRANSFER  CHEQUE MONEY ORDER VISA MASTERCARD 
BSB: 082 001   
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 025402663
Please quote your surname and 
badge number in the details
section of your internet payment.

CARD NO.

EXPIRY DATE

CVV NO.

CARDHOLDER NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT: $  ___________________  SIGNATURE _________________________________________________

TPI Association of NSW 
Christmas Luncheon
The TPI Association of NSW Christmas Luncheon will be held on: 
Tuesday 12 December 2023
12 noon for 12.30pm at Club York, Level 2, 99 York Street, Sydney.
A three-course meal and drinks will be served. There will be lucky door prizes. 
The cost is $20 per person.  
If you need a special meal please let us know.
If you’d like to attend, please complete the form below and return 
it to the TPI NSW office by: Monday 27 November 2023. 
Mail: GPO Box 4429, Sydney NSW 2001 Email: office@tpinsw.org.au.

PLEASE NOTE: we are no longer be able to accept payments by telephone.
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TPI NSW Christmas-in-July Luncheon

TPI NSW held its Christmas-in-July function on 
Tuesday 11 July 2023 at Barracks on Barrack in 
Sydney. Guests at this well attended event included 
Pat McCabe, OAM, TPI Federation President; 
Victoria Benz, Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT, 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs; Len Russell, Chief 
Executive Officer of AVCAT; TPI NSW Directors and 
staff from the TPI NSW office. 

Guests enjoyed the convivial atmosphere 
and piano playing by John Revai. Speeches were 
given by TPI Federation President Pat McCabe, 
Salute editor Victoria Dawson and Salute subeditor 
Alexandra Kaufman. President Pat McCabe’s 
speech highlighted TPI Federation vigilance 
regarding government moves to “revamp” veterans’ 
compensation legislation. She also delivered 

good news about an improved rate of approval 
for veterans’ hearing aids funding by DVA. Pat 
McCabe’s speech is reproduced in this issue of the 
E-Newsletter.

The speeches by Salute editor Victoria Dawson 
and Salute subeditor Alexandra Kaufman gave 
luncheon guests a chance to get to know our TPI 
NSW media team better. Victoria and Alexandra’s 
speeches will appear in the Spring 2023 issue of 
Salute.

Three lucky raffle-winning guests received gift 
cards worth $100 each, to be spent at a Westfield 
shopping centre.

John Szabo, CPA
Chief Executive Officer, TPI NSW
email: info@tpinsw.org.au

TPI NSW members and guests from the Blacktown Social and  Welfare Club at the TPI NSW Christmas-in-July luncheon. 
Photographer: Jenny Wang.
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TPI NSW Christmas-in-July Address 
by TPI Federation Australia 
President, Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
I thank the NSW TPI Association Board and 
Members for your kind invitation to attend and 
speak with you today. I would like to acknowledge 
the presence of some of the NSW Board, the NSW 
Social Club Members, fellow TPIs and the spouses/
partners of all TPIs.

You may be aware of the current conversation 
to “revamp” the Veterans’ Compensation 
Legislation. The Royal Commission has asked DVA 
to propose a system whereby there is only one 
Veterans’ Compensation Act. Currently we have 
3 compensation Acts – Veterans’ Entitlement Act 
1986 (VEA) – which most of you are covered under; 
Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation (Defence-
Related Claims) Act 1988 (DRCA); and the Military 
Rehabilitation & Compensation Act 2004 (MRCA).

The current bureaucratic thought process 
appears to be that the VEA will be “grandfathered” 
and the DRCA and MRCA will be combined into the 
required one Act. The process and requirements to 
“grandfather” the VEA is currently being discussed. 
In legislation terms, what this means is that after a 
certain date (at this stage the speculation is 1 July 
2025) no further claims can be placed with DVA 
under VEA. The full ramifications of this are still 
being discussed by many and, unfortunately, we 
won’t know the details of what this will mean until 
we see the draft “grandfather” piece of legislation. 
At this stage that is expected about this time 
next year. Once the draft legislation is published 
next year we can then navigate the intricacies of 
what will, or will not, change. Until then it is pure 
speculation as to what the changes will be.

I hope it is of some comfort that you be assured 
that the TPI Federation are trying to stay on top of 
this and together with the Australian War Widows 
and the Partners of Veterans will ensure that all 
Veterans, War Widows, and potential War Widows 
and their families will be protected. The one 
thing that all three organisations are determined 
to succeed in is ensuring that the War Widow’s 
pension is not removed or renamed or changed in 
any way. Once the proposed changes are known 
they will be circulated to all Members. Any Member, 
or their family, that has concerns on any of these 
changes, or proposed changes, needs to raise them 
with the TPI Federation so that we can ensure all 
TPIs and their families remain protected.

Now for some good news for you today. You 
have heard for a number of years that we have 
advocated to have the hearing aids for all Veterans 
provided by DVA under the Treatment Principles of 
the VEA legislation. Up until 2022 this advocacy has 
been ignored and the rejection rate of hearing aid 
approvals has remained in the 90% area. We now 
have a new DVA Secretary. Ms Alison Frame became 
the DVA Secretary at the end of January this year. 
At my first meeting with Ms Frame, the first topic of 
conversation was Veterans’ hearing aids. Ms Frame 
advised that in her previous employment she was 
a speech therapist and has a great interest in all 
hearing issues. Now some months later we are 
seeing that the approval rate is changing for the 
better.

Therefore, I ask you all that if it is time to replace 
your hearing aids – generally 5 years after you 
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receive them – then can you ask your audiologist 
to write a report that clearly outlines the diagnosis, 
the prognosis and their recommendation, in full 
medical language, so that the DVA Health Approval 
staff can make a full and just decision on the 
request. Without this, the hearing aid cannot be 
approved. You may find the audiologist is hesitant 
to write such a report because they state that “DVA 
always rejects our recommendations”. Can I ask 
that you suggest to the audiologist that things 
are changing at DVA and that there is hope, if the 
report is well done, of having the request approved. 
If you find they are still hesitant can you ask them 
to forward their report to me and I will ensure that 
it gets to the right area in DVA.

The TPI Federation fully supports all TPIs 
and their families and we have enjoyed a good 

relationship with the NSW TPI Association over 
many years and it is hoped that it will continue well 
into the future. I have some business cards available 
here today should you wish to take one and please 
don’t hesitate to contact me should you need to at 
any time.

Again, thank you for your continuing support of 
the TPI Federation and I hope you enjoy your day.

From left to right: Mandy Shen; Harold Lowe, TPI NSW Director; Victoria Dawson, Salute Editor; Victoria Benz, Deputy 
Commissioner, NSW & ACT, Department of Veteran’s Affairs; Patricia McCabe, TPI Federation President; John Szabo, CEO TPI 
NSW, Jeni Engel; Jean Findlay, TPI NSW Investment Consultant; and Ron Hack, President of the Combined Services RSL sub-
branch at the TPI NSW Christmas-in-July luncheon. Photographer: Jenny Wang

Ms Pat McCabe, OAM
TPI Federation President

Phone:	 0417 291 546
Email:	 federation@tpifed.org.au
Website: 	 www.tpifed.org.au
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Letters to the Editor
August 2022 E-Newsletter
Thank you for your Newsletter. Being a 24 year Vet 
and a Life Time TPI Member, it’s a great read.
David Francis

Hi Victoria, 
Thank you for the most recent E-Newsletter 

which I look forward to receiving each month. I 
find it an interesting read and a useful catch up on 
information in between Salutes. 

To you and your team, keep up the good work. 
Regards, 
Colin Becker 

October 2022 E-Newsletter
A very interesting Newsletter, great articles and a 
bit of history. Re HRH Lizzy – A wonderful woman.
Paul Cellar

November 2022 E-Newsletter
Great Publication.
Thank you
Ian Granland

July 2023 E-Newsletter
Thank you Folks !!
Ken O’Keefe

Sincere thanks for including the excellent article on 
the Vietnam Veterans Vigil.

I am sure it will be of great interest to the 
Members.
Kind regards
Jack Thurgar
ACA National Secretary

Folks,
Love your work and your newsletter, full 

of interesting news – currently in Legoland in 
Denmark having read your newsletter while having 
a break
Best regards
John Jones

Responses from TPI NSW members to E-Newsletters

Worker passing 
lego houses in 
Miniland, Legoland, 
Billund, Denmark. 
Photographer: Steve 
Davey Photography / 
Alamy Stock Photo
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The DVA Veteran Gold Card (also called a Veteran 
Gold Card or Repatriation Health Card) provides 
clinically required treatment for all medical 
conditions. It additionally offers access to a range 
of services and support, including the Veterans’ 
Pharmaceutical Reimbursement Scheme.

The Veteran Gold Card is available to veterans 
aged 70 years or over, who have qualifying service. 
This includes Vietnam War veterans and recipients 
of War Widow(er)’s or Orphans Pensions. Service 
in many other contexts also qualifies people to 
receive a Veteran Gold Card. For a comprehensive 
list of those entitled to receive a Veteran Gold Card 
visit https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/
income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-
qualifying-service.

The Veteran Gold Card covers clinically required 
medical treatment in Australia. Such treatment may 
include:
•	 treatment at a hospital or day procedure facility
•	 treatment provided by an allied health 

professional

•	 treatment provided by a general practitioner 
(GP) or specialist

•	 treatment provided by a dental or optical 
professional

•	 medications at the cheaper concession rate
•	 community nursing; and
•	 pathology and medical imaging. 

Other services that might be covered by a Veteran 
Gold Card include free or low cost:
•	 counselling
•	 home help
•	 medical aids, equipment and modifications.
•	 travel to and from medical appointments; and
•	 care services.

A range of concessions is also available to Veteran 
Gold Card holders. Details of concessions for NSW 
Veteran Gold Card holders can be found here.

You can order a Veteran Gold Card 
through MyService , by calling DVA 
on 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372), or by accessing 
the application from here. 

DVA Veteran Gold Card

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#:~:text=Qualifying%20service%20is%20one%20criteria,the%20Veterans'%20Pharmaceutical%20Reimbursement%20Scheme.
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/discounts-and-concessions/concessions-new-south-wales
https://account.service.nsw.gov.au/
tel:1800-838-372
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/apply-gold-card
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We were very pleased to hear from one of our new 
AVCAT scholarship recipients, Saxon Perry. Saxon 
is in his first year of a Bachelor of Economics at 
the University of Melbourne.  In his email to our 
CEO, Saxon said: “just thought I should reach out 
to say thank you for choosing me as your AVCAT 
Scholar for this year, I am extremely thankful for this 
opportunity”. 

AVCAT Scholar Saxon Perry

Saxon and his family hail from the Jervis Bay 
region on the south coast of NSW, and currently he 
is living on campus whilst doing his studies. Saxon’s 
father, David Perry, is a member of TPI NSW and is 
very active in his local veterans community.

Saxon and David dropped into our office 
recently for a coffee and chat with TPI NSW director, 
Ron O’Connor, JP and CEO, John Szabo. 

From left to right: John Szabo, Ron O’Connor. Saxon Perry and David Perry.

The Australian Government Defence Department has processes in place for eligible 
recipients or their relatives to obtain replacements of service medals that have been 
lost, stolen or damaged.

Guidelines for obtaining replacement medals can be accessed here. The form to 
apply for replacement medals can be found here. Alternatively, phone 1800 333 362 
and a customer service representative will assist you.

Replacement Service Medals

https://www.defence.gov.au/adf-members-families/honours-awards/policy-information/replacement-medals
https://www.defence.gov.au/adf-members-families/honours-awards/defence-medals-application-form
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Helen Austin’s new book, Like Shadows in the Corner, 
is now available in print form due to popular 
demand.

Like Shadows in the Corner explores how wives 
coped while their soldier was fighting the war in 
Vietnam. Wives were invisible to the Armed Services 
and the community during this time, and Helen’s 
book demonstrates these wives’ courage, tenacity 
and unending ability to manage under enormous 
pressure while they raised their children alone 
and went to work, waking up each morning not 
knowing if their husband would make it through 
his day. These women are strong and resilient.

This book is long overdue and finally brings 
wives out of the shadows. Like Shadows in 
the Corner takes you on a journey which is 
largely unknown to the general public. These 
stories, directly from the wives themselves, are 
inspirational, intriguing and sad. 

If you would like Helen to introduce her book 
to your group, she would be happy to do so. She 
would be able to travel up to one hour from the 
Gold Coast Hinterland. Books can be purchased for 
$20 which includes postage or would be available if 
she comes along to your group.

 Please email Helen at helhilt@bigpond.com for 
further information or to make a date for her to 
attend your group.

Like Shadows in the Corner: 
The Invisible Wives of Australian Vietnam Veterans
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DVA Media Releases
Have Your Say on the 
Defence and Veteran 
Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy

31 July 2023

We want to hear from members of the veteran 
community to inform the Defence and Veteran 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy, currently 
in joint development with the Department of 
Defence. The Strategy aims to capture mental 
health needs at all life stages of current and ex-
serving military members, from recruitment to 
separation, transition and through to civilian life 
post-service.

To ensure the Strategy meets the diverse needs 
of the veterans and families, we need the views 
of those in the veteran community that will be 
supported by the Strategy. It is an opportunity for 
you to have a say in what matters to you and help 
ensure the Strategy reflects the needs, priorities 
and aspirations of the veteran community.

The Strategy will inform our joint approach to 
supporting the mental health and wellbeing of 
defence personnel and the veteran community 
over the next five years.

We want to hear from you if you are aged 18 
years or older, and are from the following groups:
•	 former serving Australian Defence Force (ADF) 

members with any length and type of service
•	 family members of ADF veterans, including 

spouses/partners, ex-partners, widows/ers, adult 
children, parents, and siblings of former serving 
veterans

•	 ex-service organisations or service providers 
who support veterans and/or their families.
Have your say and complete the survey now at 

the bottom of the page here. 
Taking part in the survey is voluntary. DVA does 

not find out who has, or has not, participated. The 
survey will be conducted with the highest levels of 
privacy and security. Any information you share will 
be anonymous and de-identified.

The survey will be open until 11:59pm Monday 
28 August 2023.

More information about the strategy is available 
on the DVA website.

https://www.dva.gov.au/preview-link/node/20952/ab5c853e-1593-45b0-822f-249ac4a860f3
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Korean Veterans’ Day – 70 
Years on from the Korean 
War Armistice

27 July 2023

Today on Korean Veteran’s Day, we remember the 
service and sacrifice of the Australians who served 
in the Korean War, and mark 70 years since the 
armistice was signed on 27 July 1953.

The Korean War began on 25 June 1950 when 
North Korea (People’s Democratic Republic of 
Korea) launched an invasion of South Korea 
(Republic of Korea) in an attempt to unify the 
country under its communist government.

The Australian Government sent personnel as 
one of 21 member countries of the United Nations 
that contributed either combat forces or medical 
personnel, to aid the South. It was also the first 
conflict for the newly formed Australian Regular 

Soldiers from the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR), cautiously cross railway lines in a bombed village, 
keeping a sharp lookout for North Korean snipers. They are searching for lingering North Korean soldiers who may be hiding 
in the war damaged railway buildings. North Korean soldiers have been retreating as the United Nations (UN) forces have 
advanced towards the Manchurian border. North Korea c October 1950. Photographer: Phillip Oliver Hobson 

Army. Fighting conditions were tough, with the 
troops experiencing severe climatic conditions and 
extremely challenging terrain.

Approximately 18,000 Australian military 
personnel served during the Korean War and the 
post-war phase, including Air Force, Navy and Army 
personnel. 

Fighting in the Korean War ended with the 
signing of the armistice, formally commemorated in 
Australia as Korean Veterans’ Day. After three years 
of fighting, Australians remained for another four 
years to help maintain a fragile truce.

Of those who served, more than 350 Australians 
lost their lives during the war and, in the post-
armistice period, more than 1,200 were wounded 
and 30 taken prisoner. More than 40 Australian 
service men are still listed as missing in action.

On this day, we pause to honour the service of 
the Australian men and women who served in the 
Korean War.
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Sir Peter Cosgrove – An 
Invitation to Remember 
the Vietnam War

13 July 2023

In 2023, General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove 
AK CVO MC (Retd) joins DVA to acknowledge and 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end 
of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War. 
As a Vietnam veteran, Sir Peter saw firsthand the 
dedication and devotion of those who served and 
reflects on their courage, commitment and bravery.

The Vietnam War was the longest 20th Century 
conflict in which Australians participated.  It 

involved some 60,000 personnel. Sadly, 523 
tragically lost their lives and more than 3,000 were 
wounded. 

On 18 August 2023, a national commemorative 
service to acknowledge the 50th Anniversary of 
the end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam 
War is being held from 10:00am at the Australian 
Vietnam Forces National Memorial on Anzac Parade 
in Canberra.

This service is an opportunity for Australians to 
thank our Vietnam veterans for their service and 
remember those who did not return. 

To book your free ticket to attend the national 
service, visit dva.gov.au/vietnam50.

View the invitation video here.

General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, AK, CVO, MC (Retd)  at the Australian Vietnam Forces National Memorial in 
Canberra. Still image from the video Sir Peter Cosgrove - An invitation to remember the Vietnam War, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=TOGuoEakFj8&t=88s

http://dva.gov.au/vietnam50
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Upon the death of a loved one, veteran families, 
executors or other responsible persons are asked 
to call the Veterans Access Network on 1800 
VETERAN (1800 838 372) or email Bereavement.
SA@dva.gov.au.

Please go to the DVA website for more detailed 
information at,

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-
support/support-families/bereavement-payments/
bereavement-payments-funeral

Bereavement Payment
•	 A one-off non-taxable payment to assist with 

additional costs following the death of eligible 
veterans.

•	 You do not need to apply if the deceased person 
was a member of a couple. Payment will occur 
automatically upon notification of the death to 
DVA.

•	 If the veteran was single, payment may be made 
to the estate. You need to make an application 
within 12 months of the veteran’s death via Form 
D9145

Funeral Benefit
•	 A one-off payment up to a maximum of $2000 to 

help with funeral costs of an eligible veteran or 
dependant.

•	 Veterans who are automatically entitled do not 
need to apply (TPI, EDA, Disability Compensation 
Payment plus an allowance as a multiple 
amputee, Veterans who were former prisoners of 
war). 

•	 Other veterans who may be eligible will need the 
estate or dependant to submit an application 

within 12 months of the veteran’s death. 
•	 A funeral benefit is not payable under the VEA if 

the entitlement to a funeral benefit comes under 
MRCA.

•	 To apply for a funeral benefit, complete the Form 
D0307 Claim for funeral benefit and email to 
DVA at bereavement.sa@dva.gov.au or post to 
GPO Box 9998, Brisbane QLD 4001. You can also 
call DVA on 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372)

Other Assistance
•	 War widow(er)’s pension and Gold Card. For 

more information and to apply go to 
•	 Pension for orphans and war widowed partners 

and Veteran Gold Card
•	 Income support supplement
•	 Returning aids and equipment. You can contact 

the supplier to arrange for items to be returned.
•	 If you need counselling or support you 

can contact Open Arms. This is a free and 
confidential 24 hour service for current and 
ex-serving ADF members and their families. 
Call 1800 011 046 or go to Open Arms for more 
information.

Official Commemoration
Official commemoration recognises the service 

of eligible veterans or serving members after 
their death. This takes the form of a personalised, 
physical marker, such as a plaque. The marker can 
be at a site they or their family have chosen.

For more information go to the website
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-

australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-
dead/official-commemoration

Bereavement Payments, Funeral Benefits, 
and Other Assistance Under the VEA

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-bereavement-payment-single-veterans
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-bereavement-payment-single-veterans
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-funeral-benefit
mailto:bereavement.sa@dva.gov.au
tel:1800838372
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/veteran-healthcare-cards/veteran-gold-card
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/income-support-supplement
https://www.openarms.gov.au/
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
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•	 Once DVA is notified of the veteran’s death, and 
the veteran is eligible, the Office of Australian 
War Graves (OAWG) will notify the NOK and send 
a form to complete.

•	 If the veteran is found to not be eligible, you 
can request for it to be investigated by emailing 
compensation.claims@dva.gov.au or write to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, GPO Box 9998, Brisbane QLD 4001.

•	 You can call DVA on 
1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) to talk about your 
own eligibility, the eligibility of a family member 
or to tell DVA a death has occurred.

•	 You can also email wargraves@dva.gov.au if 

you have specific questions about the types of 
commemorations available.

Planning Ahead
DVA’s Planning Ahead Booklet provides 

detailed advice on preparing for and managing 
bereavement. Find out about legal and financial 
issues, such as:
•	 wills
•	 setting up a power of attorney
•	 guardianship arrangements

All veterans are encouraged to obtain a copy of 
this booklet.

Contact and Feedback
We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we 
are doing, please contact us through the 
following channels:

By Post: 
TPI Association of NSW
Level 4, 55 York Street,  
Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 4429, Sydney, NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216

Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation 
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of 
New South Wales Limited.
TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation 
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
• Representation  • Wellbeing  • Camaraderie  • Commemoration

mailto:compensation.claims%40dva.gov.au?subject=
tel:1800-838-372
mailto:wargraves%40dva.gov.au?subject=
https://www.dva.gov.au/documents-and-publications/planning-ahead-kit
mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
http://www.tpinsw.org.au
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40 SECOND AVENUE, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148   |   02 9933 7600

Newly renovated Level 1, with Both indoor and Outdoor Play 
areas to keep the Kids entertained.

Parents can relax and enjoy Cocktails from the Greens Bar 
and Delicious Mediterranean Style Food From Villaggio 

restaurant.

Family Friendly

PPrroouudd  SSppoonnssoorrss  ooff  BBllaacckkttoowwnn  &&  DDiissttrriiccttss  TTPPII  SSoocciiaall  &&  WWeellffaarree  CClluubb

The Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare Club’s 
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and 
experience our club.
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL 
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings. 

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members 
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant 
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held 
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, 
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more 
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact Ian Brady 

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to 
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare 
Club in the state, with a different activity each 
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.
•	 Social events are subsidised. 
•	 Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted 

once per year.
•	 The purpose of this invitation is to encourage 

TPIs to join our club and participate and 
socialize.

•	 You are encouraged to join the TPI Association 
of NSW to give it strength in numbers when 
dealing with government.

Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
(TPIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

mailto:ibrady%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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