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Our E-Newsletter header photograph shows 
Kelvin-Helmholtz clouds at Thredbo NSW captured 
by photographer Don Fuchs. This is a rare cloud 
phenomenon that occurs when “lighter, warmer air 
crosses over denser, cooler air, forming two layers. 
The different wind speeds in each layer cause 
wave-like patterns at the boundaries.” (Australian 
Weather Calendar, 2023 published by the Bureau of 
Meteorology).

In this issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter you can 
read about several services that will be held around 
Vietnam Veterans Day on 18 August 2023. Find 
out about a new book Mentions in Despatches: An 

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ 
Association of New South Wales Limited

E-Newsletter July 2023

Infantry Platoon in Vietnam, June 1966 – June 1967 
by Dave Sabben, MG.

We hope this e-newsletter will not be just 
one-way communication and that you will share 
your ideas and experiences with other TPI NSW 
Association members. If you have information that 
you would like to share please email me at the 
address below. We look forward to hearing from 
you.

Victoria Dawson
Editor, TPI NSW Association
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Welcome to the July 2023 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter 
Kelvin-Helmholtz clouds, Thredbo, NSW. Photograph by Don Fuchs.

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
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Vietnam Veterans Vigil (VVV) – Australia
3 August 2023, 1100 Hours
A Veterans-Initiated Commemorative Event
Website: https://vvv.org.au

2023 marks 61 years since the arrival of the 
Australian Army Training team (AATTV) in South 
Vietnam (SVN) on 3 August 1962, and 50 years since 
the withdrawal of combat troops. The Australian 
Government intends to mark the occasion with a 
Commemorative Service, televised nationally by 
the ABC on 18 August 2023 from the Australian 
Vietnam Forces National Memorial (AVFNM) in 
Canberra. 

The Vietnam Veterans Vigil (VVV) is about 
recognition of individual loss and a family’s grief 
at the death of their son, husband, Dad – whilst 

the 18 August 2023 ceremony recognises and 
remembers the collective loss to the Nation. It is 
also recognised that many Vietnam veterans and 
the Next of Kin (NOK) of those Killed in Action (KIA) 
are either too frail or do not have the financial 
resources to attend the ceremony in Canberra 
but may be able to visit their local cemetery, and 
by doing so, play an active part in this significant 
year of Remembrance. The aim of the VVV is to 
provide surviving Vietnam veterans, the NOK, the 
relatives of the Fallen and the Australian people 
the opportunity to participate in a meaningful way 
right across the nation and overseas in recognising 
the individual loss and paying their respects to 
those KIA and to show solidarity with their loved 
ones.

It is intended to hold a Service of Remembrance 

Vietnam Veterans Vigil

Vietnam Forces National Memorial, ANZAC Parade Canberra. Photographer: Lincoln Fowler / Alamy Stock Photo
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at every grave or Commemorative plaque site 
across the nation and overseas on 3 August 2023. 
The first being a very simple, low-key Dawn Service, 
to be held at the AVFNM in Canberra. Other 
Services will be held at 1100 local time across 
Australia and in Malaysia. The last Service, at Dusk, 
will be held in Scotland, where Private Robert 
Buchan is laid to rest with his Mum and Dad. 

Rest assured, the VVV is supportive of the 
national event on 18 August 2023, and by staging 
the Vigil two weeks before that date it can only 
alert more people to the national event and it will 
enhance local attendances on Vietnam Veterans 
Day.  

In country towns, the organisers of Vietnam 
Veterans Day see the VVV on 3 August 2023 as an 
excellent way to get publicity for their event on 
18 August 2023. Normally,18 August comes and 
not much publicity is afforded beforehand, so the 
public attendance is usually small. However, this 
year the organisers are excited, as the local papers 
and radio stations want to get involved and so they 
see that they will get lots of advance publicity for 

the ceremony they will hold two weeks later on 18 
August 2023. 

Where there are a number of graves in the one 
cemetery, at the minimum, it is suggested that 
you lay a flower on each headstone and take a 
photograph, then send it in to the Australian Virtual 
War Memorial  (AVWM) website. It is suggested that 
the flowers laid are wattle, as it will be in bloom 
on that date and freely available along the sides of 
many roads.

In some locations veterans are mentioning that 
they are trying to get a piper and they will meet at 
the front gate to the cemetery and wend their way 
from one grave to another with the piper leading. 
There is no one way which is better than another. 
It is up to the volunteers and relatives who wish 
to step up and organise an individual ceremony 
to choose what the ceremony will look like. It can 
be as simple or formal as they wish. It is the act of 
making the effort and going to the grave to say 
“G’day” and tell them that they are not forgotten, is 
what is important. 

We are calling for VOLUNTEERS to co-ordinate 

Australian War Graves Cemetery at Rookwood Cemetery. Photographer: Alexandra Kaufman.

https://vwma.org.au/about/contact-us
https://vwma.org.au/about/contact-us
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each Commemorative Service. You can find 
more information at our website www.vvv.org.
au. On the website is a list of all those KIA, a map 
showing which towns across the nation they 
are commemorated in and detailed information 
on how you can help. There is even a suggested 
template for the prepared Commemorative Service 
and links to the sound recordings you may wish to 
include. 

It is requested that every grave visited be 
photographed by those in attendance. The 
photographs can then be downloaded to the 
Virtual War Memorial of Australia website. Full and 
easy instructions are provided on the website. 
This collated virtual Gallery of Remembrance will 
provide an enduring legacy of Remembrance for 
all Australians both now, and into the future, to 
reflect upon. Whilst the focus is to visit the graves 
of all 523 KIA, a secondary aim is to visit the graves 
of any other Vietnam veterans who have, since their 
service in Vietnam, died and are buried in the same 
cemetery. 

The Organising Committee members and 
Patrons of the VVV were all members of the 
Australian Vietnam Forces Welcome Home Parade 
1987 and the Australian Vietnam Forces National 
Memorial Committees.

Patrons of the Vietnam Veterans Vigil

The Hon. Graham Edwards AM - 7 RAR 
Born in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, Edwards 
attended Leederville Technical College, and worked 
for five years as a railway fireman before joining 
the Australian Regular Army in 1968. He was sent 
to Vietnam, where he was a member of the assault 
pioneer platoon of 7RAR. 

On 12 May 1970, near Route 326, between Tam 
Phuoc and Long My, Pte Edwards’ platoon moved 
into an area where mines had been laid. Unknown 
to the platoon, the mines had been recovered by 
the Vietcong and re-laid. An M16 mine exploded, 
wounding three men; both Edwards’s legs had to 
be amputated. He did not let his disability get the 
better of him. Years later he recalled a visit to the 

Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial in Canberra: “It was 
a humbling yet balancing experience particularly 
when you know that but for the Grace of God and 
a bit of luck your name could well be up there with 
the others who lost their lives in that unfortunate 
war”. 

When he returned to civilian life, veterans’ 
welfare became a vital cause for him and he also 
moved into public affairs and politics. In 1983 he 
was elected as a Labor member to the Western 
Australian Legislative Council. After 14 years in State 
Parliament, he entered Federal Parliament in 1998, 
being elected to the House of Representatives for 
the seat of Cowan, in Western Australia. Edwards 
has held ministerial appointments and served on 
parliamentary committees. He is also a member 

Informal portrait of 519806 Private Graham John Edwards, 
7th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (7RAR), 
holding a self loading rifle (SLR) during a training exercise 
in Australia, circa 1969. Photographer unknown. AWM 
Accession Number: P04724.00. 

http://www.vvv.org.au
http://www.vvv.org.au
https://vwma.org.au/research/Help
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Vietnam, 1967. Lieutenant Colleen Mealy of 8th Field Ambulance. Note sandbagging and the ‘drainage system’ from the 
laundry. AWM Accession Number: P00582.044. 

of the Australian Republican Movement, and 
maintains a strong and active involvement in 
defence, disability services, and veterans’ issues.

Colleen Thurgar (nee Mealy) AM - 8 Field 
Ambulance
Colleen Mealy, Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM), is from Port Augusta, South Australia. As a 
child Colleen had polio, requiring her to spend time 
at a specialised children’s home, which helped her 
to regain the full use of her legs.

Colleen had always wanted to be an Army 
nurse and, following hospital training, she joined 
the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC) 
in 1965. Colleen was surprised when she found out 
that she was to be one of the first Australian Army 
nurses going to Vietnam – by hearing this news 
announced on ABC radio. Colleen and the three 
other Australian Army nurses first sent to Vietnam 
were dubbed “the fab four, after the Beatles. 

The nurses served in Vũng Tàu with 8 Field 
Ambulance, which was later upgraded to 1 

Australia Field Hospital. As a team, the nurses set 
up a hospital in four tin huts without running water. 
They worked long shifts, and sometimes around 
the clock, to care for sick and wounded soldiers. 
These four nurses, having paved the way for future 
Australian Army nurses in Vietnam, returned to 
Australia in 1968. Colleen achieved the rank of 
Captain and after leaving the Army she continued 
to nurse.

Colleen’s other work has included acting as a 
welfare officer and home visitation officer for the 
ACT Returned Services League (RSL). She was an 
active member of the Vietnam Welcome Home 
Parade Committee and was involved in the project 
to build the Australian Vietnam Forces National 
Memorial on Anzac Parade in the ACT. Colleen also 
has been actively involved with the ACT Health 
Domestic Violence and Child Abuse Committee. 

For further information about Colleen Thurgar 
see https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/stories/oral-
histories/colleen-mealys-story

https://www.army.gov.au/our-people/organisation-structure/army-corps/royal-australian-army-nursing-corps
https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/191001
https://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/191001
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/stories/oral-histories/colleen-mealys-story
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/stories/oral-histories/colleen-mealys-story
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It has been suggested that this being the 50th 
anniversary of the withdrawal of troops from 
Vietnam that a commemoration service be held at 
the Hornsby cenotaph on Friday 18th August 2023.

As you are aware, there is to be a 
commemoration service at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra. A lot of veterans and others 
will be attending, but what of the veterans who are 
unable to travel to Canberra?

There is to be a commemoration service at 
the Sydney cenotaph Martin Place at 11am to be 
conducted by RSL NSW.

The Hornsby & Northern District TPI Social & 
Welfare Club in conjunction with RSL Hornsby Sub-
Branch would like to know if there is any interest 
in having a commemoration service at Hornsby 
cenotaph at 2pm followed by an afternoon tea/
drink at Hornsby RSL Club afterwards.

This commemoration service would be open to 
all Vietnam veterans and veterans of other conflicts.

The service will start at 2 pm, there will be a 
short welcome address followed by a Vietnam 
commemoration address by a Vietnam veteran, this 
will be followed by a wreath laying ceremony whilst 
a piper will play a lament.

After the ceremony we will adjourn to the 
Hornsby RSL Club for afternoon tea/drinks.

The Hornsby & Northern Districts TPI Social 
& Welfare Club in conjunction with RSL Hornsby 
Sub-Branch is prepared to cover the cost of the 
afternoon tea/drink.

Any organizations or individuals who would like 
to attend and or lay a wreath then please RSVP by 
Friday 4th August (for catering).  
Email: academy077@hotmail.com
Phone: 0409123525

Yours in Service,
Raymond Davis
President 
Hornsby & Northern District  TPI Social & Welfare 
Club

Reunions & Functions
Hornsby & Northern District 
TPI Social & Welfare Club 
Commemoration Service at  
Hornsby Cenotaph on  
Friday 18th August 2023

Blacktown & District TPI Social & 
Welfare Club Slideshow of Outing 
to Baha’i Temple and Fair Ground 
Follies

Dear Members,

Below is the link to the latest power point record 
of social events. You may have to copy the link and 
paste into your browser.

Regards
Mal & Di Botfield

https://youtu.be/RMosXNVOJls

Baha’i Temple  at Ingleside

mailto:academy077@hotmail.com
https://youtu.be/RMosXNVOJls
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The DVA Veteran Gold Card (also called a Veteran 
Gold Card or Repatriation Health Card) provides 
clinically required treatment for all medical 
conditions. It additionally offers access to a range 
of services and support, including the Veterans’ 
Pharmaceutical Reimbursement Scheme.

The Veteran Gold Card is available to veterans 
aged 70 years or over, who have qualifying service. 
This includes Vietnam War veterans and recipients 
of War Widow(er)’s or Orphans Pensions. Service 
in many other contexts also qualifies people to 
receive a Veteran Gold Card. For a comprehensive 
list of those entitled to receive a Veteran Gold Card 
visit https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/
income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-
qualifying-service.

The Veteran Gold Card covers clinically required 
medical treatment in Australia. Such treatment may 
include:
•	 treatment at a hospital or day procedure facility
•	 treatment provided by an allied health 

professional

•	 treatment provided by a general practitioner 
(GP) or specialist

•	 treatment provided by a dental or optical 
professional

•	 medications at the cheaper concession rate
•	 community nursing; and
•	 pathology and medical imaging. 

Other services that might be covered by a Veteran 
Gold Card include free or low cost:
•	 counselling
•	 home help
•	 medical aids, equipment and modifications.
•	 travel to and from medical appointments; and
•	 care services.

A range of concessions is also available to Veteran 
Gold Card holders. Details of concessions for NSW 
Veteran Gold Card holders can be found here.

You can order a Veteran Gold Card 
through MyService , by calling DVA 
on 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372), or by accessing 
the application from here. 

DVA Veteran Gold Card

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/financial-support/income-support/qualifying-service#what-is-qualifying-service
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/discounts-and-concessions/concessions-new-south-wales
https://account.service.nsw.gov.au/
tel:1800-838-372
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/apply-gold-card
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From: Len Russell, Australian Veterans’ Children 
Assistance Trust (AVCAT) CEO 

To: John Szabo, TPI NSW Association CEO

Subject: Thank you
 
Dear John,

On behalf of AVCAT, I would like to thank you for 
attending our Long Tan Bursary and Sponsored 
Scholarship Presentation Event for 2023. We were 
very pleased to have many Sponsors and Ex-Service 
Veteran Organisations represented to take part in 
our 20-year celebration at the Anzac Memorial on 
Friday 16 June 2023.

AVCAT Scholarship 
Presentation Event

 We were thrilled to have our Patron, His 
Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley, 
AO, DSC (Retd), present the bursary and scholarship 
certificates. The two AVCAT Alumni speakers 
really captured the positive impact bursaries and 
scholarships have on young people.

 We will shortly be sending out photographs 
taken at the evening for use in promoting the event 
and highlighting that applications for next year’s 
bursaries and scholarships will open on 18 August.

Thank you once again for supporting AVCAT.

Kind regards Len
Len Russell
Chief Executive Officer, AVCAT

From left to right: AVCAT CEO Len Russell, Jackson Sherman, 2023 AVCAT Scholarship Recipient, Phil Hurren, TPI NSW Director 
and John Szabo, CEO TPI NSW, at the AVCAT Scholarship Presentation held at the Anzac Memorial in Sydney on 16 June 2023.
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New book by Dave Sabben, Medal for Gallantry 
(MG)

About the Book
Mentions in Despatches, a new book by Dave 
Sabben, gives a day-by-day account of an infantry 
platoon in the first year of the Australian Task Force 
at Nui Dat, Vietnam. Mentions in Despatches is a 
beautifully produced coffee table book, containing 
hundreds of photographs. Australian Service Medal 
(ASM) recipient Lieutenant Colonel Russell Linwood 
describes Sabben’s book as “comparable in quality 
and impact to the classic All Quiet on the Western 
Front”.

Review
Intimate, raw in places, sometimes 
shocking, always authentic. To those 
who would aspire to lead that part of the 
Nation’s treasure, our men and women in 
military uniform, read this book.

Peter Cosgrove, AK, CVO, MC and Infantry 
Platoon Commander, Vietnam – 1969/70

About the Author
Dave Sabben was born in Suva, Fiji in 1945. At the 
age of 13 he moved to Australia to attend high 
school. In 1965, aged 20, Dave volunteered for the 
first intake of Australia’s National Service Scheme. 
Soon after, he completed the first course run by 
the Scheyville National Service Officer Training Unit 
(1OTU).

In January 1966 Dave was posted to 6th Battalion 
Royal Australian Regiment (6RAR). He was sent to 
Vietnam with 6RAR in June 1966 and was a platoon 
commander at the Battle of Long Tan. Dave was 
recommended for a Military Cross (MC) which was 

downgraded to a Mentioned in Despatches (MID) 
and then upgraded to an MG.

On his return to Australia in 1967, Dave was 
discharged from his National Service obligation 
but served a further four years with the CMF and 
attained the rank of Captain. He then resumed 
his civilian career, becoming a project manager in 
the computer (IT) industry. Since retiring from the 
computer industry in 2004, Dave has spent most 
of his time writing. He lives on the Mornington 
Peninsula in Victoria with his wife, Di.

How to Order
Before ordering the book, please ensure that your 
postal delivery address will keep the delivery dry 

Mentions in Despatches: 
An Infantry Platoon in Vietnam, June 1966 – June 1967
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and will cope with a 2kg package about the size 
of four A4 writing pads (for 1 book). Price: $82 plus 
postage, packaging and handling.

You can order by clicking this link or by phoning 
0433 209 983 with your credit card details. 
Alternatively, payment can be made by electronic 

funds transfer (EFT) to BSB 733 000, account 
number 853 546 (sabbenMIDbook); a tracking 
number will be provided and your book will be 
posted to your nominated delivery address.

Anzac Memorial in Hyde Park, Sydney, venue for the AVCAT Scholarship Presentation held on 16 June 2023.

The Australian Government Defence Department has processes in place for eligible 
recipients or their relatives to obtain replacements of service medals that have been 
lost, stolen or damaged.

Guidelines for obtaining replacement medals can be accessed here. The form to 
apply for replacement medals can be found here. Alternatively, phone 1800 333 362 
and a customer service representative will assist you.

Replacement Service Medals

https://www.sabbenmidbook.com/store/Mentions-In-Despatches-p520672272
https://www.defence.gov.au/adf-members-families/honours-awards/policy-information/replacement-medals
https://www.defence.gov.au/adf-members-families/honours-awards/defence-medals-application-form
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DVA Media Releases
Talking About 
Incontinence This World 
Continence Week

20 June 2023

There are some subjects that can feel more 
embarrassing to talk about than others and, 
because of this, we may not talk about them – such 
as incontinence. However, there should certainly be 
no shame around any health condition. This week is 
World Continence Week, making now a great time 
to talk about incontinence.

Urinary incontinence is when someone loses 
control of their bladder, resulting in involuntary 
leakage or urination. There are several factors 

that make people more at risk of developing 
urinary incontinence including things such 
as being overweight, pregnancy, childbirth 
and menopause. At the 2022 Female Veterans 
& Veterans’ Families Policy Forum, urinary 
incontinence was identified as a big issue for 
women who are veterans. Actually, you might be 
surprised to know urinary incontinence impacts up 
to 38 per cent of Australian women, with over half 
under 50 years of age.

Living with any type of incontinence can be 
challenging but it shouldn’t hold you back. DVA 
offers support to eligible veterans living with faecal 
or urinary incontinence through the Rehabilitation 
Appliances Program (RAP): continence products 
can be used to help you manage urinary and/or 
faecal leakage. They include things such as pads, 

pants, catheters and bed and 
chair protection. Products can 
be prescribed by a qualified 
assessing health provider and 
provided to you at no cost.

For more information about 
the RAP, including eligibility 
visit this link or call 1800 
VETERAN (1800 838 372).

The Continence Foundation 
of Australia has more 
information available online. 
You can also schedule a free 
confidential call with a Nurse 
Continence Specialist at www.
continence.org.au .Or you 
can contact the National 
Continence Helpline from 8am 
– 8pm on 1800 33 00 66.

https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/female-veterans-policy-forum-15-16june2022.pdf
https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/female-veterans-policy-forum-15-16june2022.pdf
https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/care-home-or-aged-care/services-support-you-home/aids-equipment-and
https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/care-home-or-aged-care/services-support-you-home/aids-equipment-and
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/care-home-or-aged-care/services-support-you-home/aids-equipment-and
tel:1800-838-372
http://www.continence.org.au
http://www.continence.org.au
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Free Financial Literacy 
Workshops

26 June 2023

A message from UCare Gawler & Veterans 
Financial Wellbeing
Free financial literacy workshops are available 
online for veterans, transitioning Australian Defence 
Force members and families. The workshops are 
also free for ex-service organisation volunteers and 
wellness advocates.

The next workshop will take place online via 
Teams on Thursday 13 July from 1.00pm to 3.00pm 
(South Australian time). Book via Eventbrite.

The My Money Basics program is run by UCare 
Gawler in South Australia and sponsored by Good 
Shepherd Australia and New Zealand. The objective 
is to help participants live within their income, plan 
for the future, reduce stress and enjoy life more. 
“With rising interest rates, rising utility costs, and 
rising cost of living, increasing rents and mortgage 
repayments there has never been a better time to 
ensure that we have the knowledge and skill set 
to keep on top of our finances and avoid financial 
pitfalls,” says UCare Gawler financial counsellor Alan 
Murray.

You can take part online from anywhere in 
Australia. However, if you live in the Adelaide region 
and would prefer a face-to-face workshop, get in 
touch with UCare Gawler via the email address 
below. Date and location by arrangement.

Email: veteransfinancialwellbeing.ucg@
ucaregawler.org.au.  

Aids, Equipment And 
Modifications Through the 
Rehabilitation Appliances 
Program (RAP)

Ray Chadburn served with the Australian Army 
in Singapore, Malaya, Thailand, Vietnam and New 
Guinea. See Ray and his wife, Kay, talk about how 
the DVA Rehabilitation Appliances Program (RAP) 
has helped Ray to stay independent and active 
following injuries sustained in his military service in 
this video. Find out more here about how the RAP 
can help you.

Ray Chadburn served with the Australian Army in 
Singapore, Malaya, Thailand, Vietnam and New Guinea. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/everyday-money-management-for-veterans-and-their-families-tickets-666602886177
mailto:veteransfinancialwellbeing.ucg@ucaregawler.org.au
mailto:veteransfinancialwellbeing.ucg@ucaregawler.org.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewHTMP3Lkmg&t=49s
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Upon the death of a loved one, veteran families, 
executors or other responsible persons are asked 
to call the Veterans Access Network on 1800 
VETERAN (1800 838 372) or email Bereavement.
SA@dva.gov.au.

Please go to the DVA website for more detailed 
information at,

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-
support/support-families/bereavement-payments/
bereavement-payments-funeral

Bereavement Payment
•	 A one-off non-taxable payment to assist with 

additional costs following the death of eligible 
veterans.

•	 You do not need to apply if the deceased person 
was a member of a couple. Payment will occur 
automatically upon notification of the death to 
DVA.

•	 If the veteran was single, payment may be made 
to the estate. You need to make an application 
within 12 months of the veteran’s death via Form 
D9145

Funeral Benefit
•	 A one-off payment up to a maximum of $2000 to 

help with funeral costs of an eligible veteran or 
dependant.

•	 Veterans who are automatically entitled do not 
need to apply (TPI, EDA, Disability Compensation 
Payment plus an allowance as a multiple 
amputee, Veterans who were former prisoners of 
war). 

•	 Other veterans who may be eligible will need the 
estate or dependant to submit an application 

within 12 months of the veteran’s death. 
•	 A funeral benefit is not payable under the VEA if 

the entitlement to a funeral benefit comes under 
MRCA.

•	 To apply for a funeral benefit, complete the Form 
D0307 Claim for funeral benefit and email to 
DVA at bereavement.sa@dva.gov.au or post to 
GPO Box 9998, Brisbane QLD 4001. You can also 
call DVA on 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372)

Other Assistance
•	 War widow(er)’s pension and Gold Card. For 

more information and to apply go to 
•	 Pension for orphans and war widowed partners 

and Veteran Gold Card
•	 Income support supplement
•	 Returning aides and equipment. You can contact 

the supplier to arrange for items to be returned.
•	 If you need counselling or support you 

can contact Open Arms. This is a free and 
confidential 24 hour service for current and 
ex-serving ADF members and their families. 
Call 1800 011 046 or go to Open Arms for more 
information.

Official Commemoration
Official commemoration recognises the service 

of eligible veterans or serving members after 
their death. This takes the form of a personalised, 
physical marker, such as a plaque. The marker can 
be at a site they or their family have chosen.

For more information go to the website
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-

australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-
dead/official-commemoration

Bereavement Payments, Funeral Benefits, 
and Other Assistance Under the VEA

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/bereavement-payments/bereavement-payments-funeral
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-bereavement-payment-single-veterans
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-bereavement-payment-single-veterans
https://www.dva.gov.au/about-us/dva-forms/claim-funeral-benefit
mailto:bereavement.sa@dva.gov.au
tel:1800838372
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/pension-orphans-and-war-widowers
https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/veteran-healthcare-cards/veteran-gold-card
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/financial-support/support-families/income-support-supplement
https://www.openarms.gov.au/
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/office-australian-war-graves/commemorate-our-war-dead/official-commemoration
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•	 Once DVA is notified of the veteran’s death, and 
the veteran is eligible, the Office of Australian 
War Graves (OAWG) will notify the NOK and send 
a form to complete.

•	 If the veteran is found to not be eligible, you 
can request for it to be investigated by emailing 
compensation.claims@dva.gov.au or write to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, GPO Box 9998, Brisbane QLD 4001.

•	 You can call DVA on 
1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) to talk about your 
own eligibility, the eligibility of a family member 
or to tell DVA a death has occurred.

•	 You can also email wargraves@dva.gov.au if 

you have specific questions about the types of 
commemorations available.

Planning Ahead
DVA’s Planning Ahead Booklet provides 

detailed advice on preparing for and managing 
bereavement. Find out about legal and financial 
issues, such as:
•	 wills
•	 setting up a power of attorney
•	 guardianship arrangements

All veterans are encouraged to obtain a copy of 
this booklet.

Contact and Feedback
We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we 
are doing, please contact us through the 
following channels:

By Post: 
TPI Association of NSW
Level 4, 55 York Street,  
Sydney NSW 2000
GPO Box 4429, Sydney, NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216

Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation 
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of 
New South Wales Limited.
TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation 
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
• Representation  • Wellbeing  • Camaraderie  • Commemoration

mailto:compensation.claims%40dva.gov.au?subject=
tel:1800-838-372
mailto:wargraves%40dva.gov.au?subject=
https://www.dva.gov.au/documents-and-publications/planning-ahead-kit
mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
http://www.tpinsw.org.au
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40 SECOND AVENUE, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148   |   02 9933 7600

Newly renovated Level 1, with Both indoor and Outdoor Play 
areas to keep the Kids entertained.

Parents can relax and enjoy Cocktails from the Greens Bar 
and Delicious Mediterranean Style Food From Villaggio 

restaurant.

Family Friendly

PPrroouudd  SSppoonnssoorrss  ooff  BBllaacckkttoowwnn  &&  DDiissttrriiccttss  TTPPII  SSoocciiaall  &&  WWeellffaarree  CClluubb

The Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare Club’s 
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and 
experience our club.
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL 
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings. 

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members 
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant 
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held 
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, 
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more 
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact Ian Brady 

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to 
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare 
Club in the state, with a different activity each 
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.
•	 Social events are subsidised. 
•	 Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted 

once per year.
•	 The purpose of this invitation is to encourage 

TPIs to join our club and participate and 
socialize.

•	 You are encouraged to join the TPI Association 
of NSW to give it strength in numbers when 
dealing with government.

Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
(TPIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

mailto:ibrady%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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