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Sandstone sculptures at the Living Desert State Park, Broken Hill, NSW. Photographer: Taras Viyshnya, Shutterstock.

Welcome to the February 2024 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter

Our February E-Newsletter header photograph
features the sandstone sculptures created by
international artists at the Living Desert State Park
at Broken Hill, NSW. The Living Desert is a unique
2400 ha reserve located 12 km from Broken Hill,
nestled amongst the Barrier Ranges. On top of
Sundown Hill, the highest hill inside the reserve,
are 12 sandstone sculptures, created in 1993 by

a group of artists from all over the world. These
sculptures are now one of the top attractions in
Outback NSW and a visual representation of Broken
Hill's marriage of art & nature.

The Living Desert State Park also includes a
flora and fauna sanctuary bordered by an electric
predator-proof fence that can be enjoyed via
numerous walking trails providing close encounters
with wild life and magical views from numerous
look outs.

TPINSW held its Christmas luncheon on 13
December 2023 at Club York in Sydney. This event
was well-attended by TPI NSW members and
guests. Those present included TPI NSW President
Kevin Kelly, TPI NSW Directors and staff from the
TPI NSW office. AVCAT Scholarships Manager Robyn
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Commodore Nick Helyer giving his speech about the battle for Wau, New Guinea, 1942-43 at the TPI NSW Christmas Party
held at Club York, Sydney on 13 December 2023. Photographer: Victoria Dawson.

Richardson was also at the function.

Prior to the lunch, AVCAT CEO Len Russell
presented TPI President Kevin Kelly and CEO John
Szabo with a plaque thanking TPI NSW for it’s
support of the AVCAT scholarship program. Short
speeches were given by AVCAT CEO Len Russell,
Victoria Benz, Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT,
Department of Veterans' Affairs and TPI Federation
President Patricia McCabe, OAM.

The food at the luncheon was delicious and the
conversation was lively. The festive atmosphere
was enhanced by the musicians who are regular
performers at TPI NSW lunches: John Revai on
piano and Paul Sun on double bass and vocals .

Following the lunch guest speaker Commodore
Nick Helyer gave an engaging speech about the
battle for Wau in Papua New Guinea during World
War Il. Nick’s speech will be published in Autumn
Salute.

TPI'NSW has recently created the new position
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of Wellbeing Officer to assist members. Kayleen
Hoolihan was appointed in this role in January
2024. Read more about the position on page 3 of
this E-Newsletter.

On page 7 you can read about how mates
Kevin “Dasher” Wheatley and Ron “Butch” Swanton,
who died together in Vietnam in 1965 are to
be honoured posthumously with the Medal for
Gallantry (MG).

We hope this E-Newsletter will not be just
one-way communication and that you will share
your ideas and experiences with other TPI NSW
Association members. If you have information that
you would like to share, please email me at the
address below. We look forward to hearing from
you.

Victoria Dawson
Editor, TPI NSW Association
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au
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TPI NSW Wellbeing Officer,
Kayleen Hoolihan

TPI NSW has recently employed a Wellbeing
Officer, Kayleen Hoolihan. Kayleen has previously
worked in medical centres, in an aged care
facility and for the National Disability Insurance
Agency (NDIA). Kayleen’s experience at the NDIA
involved processing and approving requests

for assistive technology, (wheelchairs, mobility
scooters etc.) and home modifications as needs
change. Members may require handrails in their
bathroom areas or a ramp to access their home.
All home modifications require an assessment by
an Occupational Therapist and approval by the
Department of Veteran Affairs.

OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE

our MEMBERS
with support in four key areas:

Representation Wellbeing

Camaraderie Commemoration

The role of Wellbeing Officer is a newly created
position in response to the needs of TPI NSW
members. The Wellbeing Officer will provide
support to members (and, where applicable, their
families) for their welfare and special interests.

The Wellbeing Officer’s duties include:

+ Assisting members, whilst protecting their
privacy and confidentiality.

Creating and keeping an up-to-date network

of contacts which provide local and regional

wellbeing/welfare support services, including

defence community and emergency
organisations.

« Liaise and network with other organisations and
service providers to ensure TPI NSW is aware

of all the relevant resources available to our

members and is therefore consistently offering a

high standard of advice and referrals.

Assessing/conducting interviews with TPI

NSW members and, where practicable, jointly

planning with them and directing them to

appropriate support providers to assist their
wellbeing/welfare issues.
+ Organising volunteers to visit sick members,

or to attend funerals and to assist widows, or

conducting these visits directly.

+ Organising information sessions with guest
speakers on relevant topics for members.

As part of her role, Kayleen is currently updating
the membership records so that TPI NSW has either
an email address or a mobile phone number for all
members. Please contact Kayleen to provide this
information if you have not already supplied it.
Kayleen will be in touch with members by email or
phone in the near future.

Kayleen works from Monday to Wednesday and
can be contacted by phone on 1800 649 216 or by
email on wellbeing@tpinsw.org.au
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Members of the Blacktown and Districts TPl Social and Welfare Club on the ferry from Pittwater to Ettalong in November

2023. Photographer: lan Brady. The YouTube video of the club’s recent activities was made by lan Brady and can be viewed

here.

Volunteers Wanted

=| Charles Sturt
U|€/ University

Children of veterans are an overlooked group in
Australian research and the long-term effects of
growing up with a parent who has seen active
service are not well understood.

| am the daughter of a Vietnam veteran, a
mental health accredited social worker and a
PhD Candidate with Charles Sturt University. | am
researching the impact that having a Vietnam
veteran father has on wellbeing in adulthood.
| hope that this research will help to improve
support services to children and families of all
service personnel.

I am looking for volunteers who are children of
Vietnam veterans to be interviewed about their
experiences across their lifespan.
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School of Social Work and Arts
Faculty of Arts and Education

Criteria: Your father must have deployed to
Vietnam with the Australian Army as part of his
operational service, and you must have lived most
of your childhood in the same home as him.

Please note, | am not funded by or associated
with any government organisation and this
research project has been approved following
a rigorous application process by Charles Sturt
University and the Human Research Ethics
Committee (Ethics approval number: H23571).

Contact:

Alarna Vrieling

Phone: 0400 739 946

Email: avrieling@csu.edu.au or


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlmHeSb6A3E

Energy Bill Relief for Households

DVA has provided the following advice on a rebate
for energy bills.

The Commonwealth, state and territory
governments are working together to provide
targeted and temporary electricity bill relief to
eligible households.

You can get bill relief if you are the primary
electricity account holder or, for some energy
providers, another named account holder on your
electricity account. You must also hold a Pensioner
Concession Card, a Commonwealth Seniors Health
Card or a Veteran Gold Card.

Your household can only get one bill relief
rebate, even if there is more than one eligible
person living there. You can only get this bill relief
for your principal place of residence. How much
you get depends on where you live, with between
$175 and $500 available to targeted households
and $325 to $650 available to small businesses.

If you are eligible, are not named on the bill
and you pay for electricity, contact your electricity
provider to discuss your options.

If you live in Queensland or Western Australia,
you do not need to take any action because these
state governments are including this energy bill
relief in their state rebate programs, which are

being given to all households.

If you currently receive energy concessions,
in most cases the electricity provider will
automatically apply the bill relief to your electricity
account and you do not need to do anything. This
will reduce the amount you owe on your next bill.
How and when this happens depends on where
you live as each state and territory may do things a
little differently.

If you don’t receive energy concessions, please
go to energy.gov.au/bill-relief to find a link to your
state or territory with instructions about what to
do. This could be to contact your energy provider
or your state/territory government with your
concession card type and the DVA file number on
it. Give them consent to check your card online for
payment of the rebate.

If you get your electricity from your strata or
landlord in a caravan park, apartment building,
retirement home or village and your household is
eligible for the bill relief, you will not automatically
receive the rebate. However, you will be able to
access a direct payment through your state or
territory government.

Please check www.energy.gov.au/bill-relief for
the latest information.”

The rebate can be obtained by going through
MyGov (if you have it) or by calling your energy
provider in your state or territory.
There are different payment
methods for this rebate for each
state and territory.

The information for your State
or Territory can be found at -

- ACT

+ Northern Territory
+ NSW

+ Queensland

« South Australia

+ Tasmania

« Victoria
. Western Australia
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Sufferings of War and Service
Memorial Dedication

A public ceremony will be held this month at the
Australian War Memorial, Canberra to dedicate

the Sufferings of War and Service sculpture, For
Every Drop Shed in Anguish. The ceremony will be
held on 22 February 2024 at 9:30am in the War
Memorial’s Sculpture Garden. Register to attend
the ceremony here. If you are unable to attend, the
ceremony will be streamed live on the Memorial’s
YouTube channel and the recording available on
the Memorial website.

The Australian War Memorial has worked
with veterans and their families and advocates
to commission this work of art, which represents
those affected by operations and during training; in
war and on peacetime service.

Created by artist Alex Seton, For Every Drop Shed
in Anguish will provide a place at the Memorial
for those who have experienced and witnessed

b g LT'H,E; k] {

the ongoing trauma that can result from service,
and for Memorial visitors to reflect on this
experience. By providing overdue recognition and
understanding of the scars caused by service, both
seen and unseen, it is hoped that this work of art
will assist some way in recovery.

“Every droplet has a unique shape, defined by
its delicate surface tension, as if about to burst.
Their rounded liquid forms suggest blood, sweat
or tears - for every drop ever shed in anguish. Most
importantly, when touched these forms reveal
themselves to have an inner strength and resilience
that provides hope and promise of healing.” Alex
Seton, artist.

Poppies will be available for guests to place at
the sculpture at the end of the ceremony. Guests
may also bring their own flowers/items to place at
the sculpture at the end of the ceremony.

For Every Drop Shed in Anguish, artist concept of sculpture by Alex Seton. Photograph by Mr P Studios.
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https://www.awm.gov.au/form/2023-sculpture-dedication
https://www.youtube.com/@AustWarMemorial/streams
https://www.awm.gov.au/about/our-work/projects/sufferings-of-war-and-service

Attendees of the ceremony are also invited
to attend afternoon tea hosted by His Excellency
General the Honourable David Hurley, AC, DSC
(Retd), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of
Australia, and Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley, at
Government House Canberra.

The afternoon tea will take place between 2 pm
and 4 pm on Thursday 22 February. There is no cost
to attend, and registration is not required. For more
information, please visit: www.gg.gov.au/every-

drop-shed-anquish-afternoon-tea-government-

house

For more information, please contact rsvp@
awm.gov.au or telephone 02 6206 9813.

“It is hoped the sculpture will provide a point
of connection to all who have suffered as a
consequence of service, whether their own, or
someone close to them. This remarkable sculpture
will recognise that the blood, sweat and tears shed
in anguish, whether in training, deployment or
operations was not in vain.” Matt Anderson, Director
of the Australian War Memorial.

i \3\ Australian Defence Force Retirees Association Inc.

\4‘;*# P No.A0108026R

We represent the interests of Defence Force retirees regarding their superannuation

www: https://www.adfra.org/ Email: admin@adfra.org

Defence Forces Retirement and Death
Benefits (DFRDB) Update - January 2024

Best wishes to you and your families for a safe and
happy 2024.

Ongoing Quest for Fair Treatment

Our quest for fair treatment over our
superannuation entitlements is ongoing. We will
be in Canberra again next month and will report on
the outcomes in due course.

CDDA Scheme Applications

In December 2023 our Secretary Herb Ellerbock
submitted another application for compensation
under the Compensation for Detriment caused
by Defective Administration (CDDA) scheme. The
details of Herb's application are extensive and
beyond the scope of this Update. However, the
essence of Herb's application is that the misleading
information the Department of Defence provided
about the DFRDB scheme prevented him from
making objective and fully informed career
decisions, to his considerable financial detriment.

As expected, Herb’s application was rejected
by Defence Legal. But he is seeking a review of the
decision.

Many were discharged on completing 20 years,
as Herb was, so there may be others in similar
circumstances.

| encourage you to study Response to Defence
Legal’s CDDA Decision which provides an insight
into Herb's claim and Defence Legal’s rationale.

If you believe your circumstances may have
been similar, please let us know. But also do your
homework because there is a burden of proof to
support the extent of detriment claimed.

Register with ADFRA

| encourage those who receive these Updates but
have not yet registered with ADFRA to do so by
clicking on https://www.adfra.org/reg.php and
completing the ADFRA Registration form and
increasing the size of our voice. There is no cost.

Jim Hislop, OAM
President
Email: jghislop1937@hotmail.com
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Reunions & Functions

8" Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (8 RAR)

Long Hai Memorial Service
Sydney

The NSW Branch of 8 RAR Association will hold
their Long Hai Memorial Service on Wednesday,
28 February 2024 at the Epping Club’s Memorial in
Boronia Park at 10.30am.

At next years' Service the Branch will dedicate a
plaque at the Cenotaph in honour of Private Harry
Winston White, Service Number 216009, who was
Killed in Action in Vietnam on16 May 1968, aged 23
years.

Harry served in Vietnam with 1st Battalion Royal
Australian Regiment, from 5 June 1965 - 3 June
1966 and again with 1 RAR from 18 March 1968
until his death in May 1968.

Harry White was educated at the Epping Boys
High School before commencing his military
service and is one of four Epping Boys High School
students to be killed in Vietnam. Plaques are already

dedicated to Dennis Hampton Bracewell 6 RAR,
Alan William Ahearn 8 RAR and Bernard Anthony
Garland, 4 Field Regiment, 5 RAR.

We welcome former members of 1 RAR to join
with 8 RAR Association in remembering Harry and
the 18 soldiers from 8 RAR who paid the supreme
sacrifice.

Please advise of your attendance to
Mick Carter, OAM
NSW Branch President
Phone: 0432500 632

Email: cartercm@optusnet.com.au

National commemoration for the 50" anniversary of the end of Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War in Canberra, 18

August 2023. Photographer: Victoria Dawson
8 /I February 2024 TPI NSW E-Newsletter
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HEADQUARTEIRS
IST AUSTIRALIAN TASK FORCE
SOUTH VIEFNAM 1966 - 1972

HQ1ATF Association 2024 and
D & E Platoon Reunion

Hahndorf, South Australia

21 November to 25 November 2024
Discovery Hahndorf Resort

145A Mount Barker Road, Hahndorf, SA 5245
Phone: 1300763 836

Email: hahndorf@discoveryparks.com.au
Website: discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from
1965 - 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the
servicemen and women who served. HQTATF

and its sub-unit Defence and Employment (D&E)
Platoon, was the longest continually serving
Infantry platoon in South Vietnam, served from
1966 — 1972 and encountered much enemy action
during those years.

Each two years HQ1ATF Association holds a
reunion and 2024 will remember 53 years since
we closed the gates of Nui Dat. This four-day
event is an important part of the Association’s
efforts in the healing process which is achieved
through the continual networking of members and
also importantly their partners and carers. With
objectives to improve health and well-being and to
reduce social isolation, the biennial reunion plays a
significant role.

HQ1ATF Association decided at our November
2022 Reunion meeting that South Australia will be
our venue for November 2024. Hahndorf, in the
Adelaide Hills, is our chosen town - it is so pretty
with so much to see and do. In this regard | do
suggest that you add some days prior and /or after
the reunion to experience the Adelaide Hills and
also the village of Hahndorf. Their Holiday Park
has space for us and our requirements, however
November can be a busy time so | suggest you do

make arrangements early. On recommendation by
our WA committee person, Ned Dixon, our South
Australian committee person, Graeme Pulford, and
his wife, Rosemary, joined by Helen and myself
visited the Park, and other suggested locations
early February. Hence the decision was taken.
Accommodation and resort layout is superior to
anything we have experienced before - and we all
deserve it.

Another reason for Adelaide is that, in 2022,
Graeme, along with myself and Treasurer, Helen,
visited the Commemoration Pathway of Honour in
Adelaide. We saw numerous memorials for Vietnam
Vet groups. Subsequently | completed the required
forms for the DVA “Saluting their Service” grant
and received our required amount of $7360. The
memorial will be dedicated during our visit, though
it will probably be in place by July 2023.Thank you
DVA.

A Commemorative Lunch will be held on
Saturday 23 November 2024 at the Training Depot,
Torrens Parade Ground. The lunch will be preceded
by a Dedication Service at the Pathway of Honour,
(Adelaide War Memorial) where our own Memorial
will be unveiled. After the Commemorative
lunch, our Commemorative service will be held
at the Vietnam Veterans Memoirial, Torrens Parade
Ground, Adelaide. Both the Dedication Service and
the Commemorative service will be open to the
public.

The 2022 Reunion photos are now on our
website (www.hqglatf.org).

For further information contact:

John Verhelst, JP

HQ1ATF 2024 Reunion Committee President,
Red Rat Editor

PO Box 328, Gladesville, 1675

Telephone: 0437 212 121

Email: jeverhelst@gmail.com
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Letters to the Editor
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Book cover of Darkest Hour: The True Story of Lark Force
at Rabaul. Australia’s Worst Military Disaster of World War
[l by Bruce Gamble, Zenith Press, 2006.

Thursday 14 December 2023

Dear Alexandra,

| read with interest your story of Peter Garret’s
grandfather and his death on the Japanese
transport Montevideo Maru. It was a tragedy of
enormous effect on so many Allied families.

Attached is the front cover of a book that has
been in my possession for a number of years about
this very tragedy by the sinking of the Montevideo
Maru.

It took an American author to write about this
sinking. | have not found a book by an Aussie about
it. There could be but | have not found one.

The book’s title is Darkest Hour, the author is
Bruce Gamble and the book was published by
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Zenith Press in 2006 and dedicated to Rachael and
Dennis Gamble and all the Diggers.
Thank you for your interesting article.

Best wishes,
Brian Iselin
Peregian Springs QLD 4573

Sunday 17 December 2023

Hi

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you,
and the personnel who make the Salute the fine
magazine that it is today. Thank you for all the good
work that you do for us.

Into the Wind,
John & Barbara Rae

Monday, December 18, 2023

Editor,

Please be advised of a change in meetings for
Hornsby & Districts TPI Social & Welfare Club.

The Club meets on the first Tuesday of the even
months of each year starting in February 2024.

Meetings will be held in February, April, June,
August, October and December at 1.00pm at the
Hornsby Memorial Hall, 2 High Street, Hornsby
followed by afternoon tea/coffee.

We will still carry out official commemorations
when they fall outside of these months.

Kindest Regards,

Raymond Davis

President, Hornsby & Districts TPl Social &
Welfare Club

Phone: 0409 123 525



Mates Who Died Together in
Vietnam to be Honoured

Kevin “Dasher”Wheatley and Ron “Butch” Swanton,
died together in Vietnam in 1965. They are to

be honoured posthumously with the Medal for
Gallantry (MG).

On 13 November 1965 Ron “Butch” Swanton
tried, under fire, to carry a wounded South
Vietnamese soldier to safety across an open paddy
field. In the process Swanton was killed. A military
official previously dismissed the idea of awarding
Swanton an MG, stating “whilst his actions could
be described as ‘courageous; these actions are
what all service personnel are expected to perform
in an attempt to preserve the life of a wounded
comrade”. Kevin “Dasher” Wheatley refused to

abandon his dying mate Swanton, and Wheatly
was then also killed by the Viet Cong. Wheatley was
awarded the Victoria Cross for this selfless act.

Chris Hartley, a friend of the Wheatley family,
has been campaigning to have Kevin “Dasher”
Wheatley’s acts of bravery in Vietnam appropriately
recognised. Hartley says he learnt from Dasher’s
son of the family’s years of financial and emotional
pain following Dasher’s death. In particular, the
Australian military had invoked a policy that
prevented the family receiving the US Silver Star
that Dasher had been awarded because the Silver
Star was a foreign award. Wheatley had been
operating with US forces in Vietnam, and he is

Kevin “Dasher” Wheatley, VC, MG, Sergeant (Temporary Warrant Officer Class 2), Australian Army Training
Team Vietnam (Attached Royal Australian Infantry). AWM Accession Number A05546.
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Ron “Butch” Swanton, MG.

named in the US Special Forces Hall of Fame.
Hartley located the missing Silver Star, which was
then presented to the Wheatley family at the US
embassy in Canberra in 2021.

Learning of recommendations for other awards

that had been denied by the Australian military,
Hartley gathered evidence that persuaded the
Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal that
both Wheatley and Swanton should receive the
Medal for Gallantry.

Repatriation
Commissioner
Newsletter

The DVA Repatriation Commissioner produced a
newsletter in December 2023 to give an update on
his experiences since commencing in the position
in September.

You can view the first edition of this quarterly
newsletter here. Feel free to share this with your
colleagues and veteran community.

Kind regards
Repatriation Commissioner Office
Department of Veterans' Affairs”

-

The F-35A Lightning Il is the Australian Defence Force’s first fifth-generation air combat capability. It is a highly advanced

multi-role, supersonic, stealth fighter which will meet Australia’s requirements to defeat current and emerging threats.
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Australia Joins the US and UK
for Exercise Red Flag Nellis

15 January 2024

Defence Media

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) is preparing
for the world’s toughest air combat training
environment, alongside counterparts from the
United States and United Kingdom, during Exercise
Red Flag Nellis 24-1. Held from 15 January to

2 February at Nellis Air Force Base in Nevada,

USA, the exercise will involve approximately 150
RAAF aviators supporting six F-35A Lightning Il
aircraft and a tactical command and control team.
Exercise Red Flag Nellis was established in 1975
and recreates the first ten missions of a modern air
campaign within a training environment, providing
invaluable experience for participants.

Wing Commander Adrian Kiely, Commanding
Officer of No 3 Squadron, said it was the first time
Australian F-35As had participated in Exercise
Red Flag Nellis.“Since 1980, generations of
RAAF aviators have come to this exercise, which
continues to evolve and reflect the threats and
challenges faced on modern operations,” Wing
Commander Kiely said.

“Missions are conducted to the nearby Nevada
Test and Training Range, and further to the
southwest of the United States where we can
integrate with maritime units. Exercise Red Flag
Nellis will test every facet of our F-35A capability,
allow us to integrate with our American and British
allies, and practise how we project force on combat
operations.”

Exercise Red Flag Nellis 24-1 will involve
approximately 3000 personnel and 100 aircraft
conducting large force employment missions in
a range of scenarios. The exercise is renowned

for its use of “aggressor” forces, including enemy
fighter aircraft, ground-based radars and simulated
surface-to-air missiles, as well as cyber and space-
based elements that simulate threats for each
mission.

Wing Commander Peter Mole, Commanding
Officer of No 114 Mobile Control and Reporting
Unit, will lead the RAAF Tactical Command and
Control Team in the exercise.“There is a large
number of aircraft, all fulfilling different roles
across each mission at Exercise Red Flag Nellis,
but no single aircraft is the 'silver bullet’ that can
doit all alone,”"Wing Commander Mole said. The
tactical command and control team'’s role is to
manage and control all of those aircraft, alongside
other elements and units working in the ground,
maritime, cyber and space-based domains, to
accomplish the mission. The scale and complexity
of Exercise Red Flag Nellis cannot be replicated
elsewhere, which makes it an outstanding place to
build experience and reinforce our close working
relationship with the United States and United
Kingdom.'

TPINSW members and guests enjoying dessert at the TP/
NSW Christmas Party held at Club York, Sydney on 13
December 2023. Photographer: Jenny Wang.
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DVA Media Releases

Permanent Increase to
Work Bonus Income

21 December 2023
Veterans and partners who receive the Service

Pension, Income Support Supplement or Age
Pension and are entitled to the Work Bonus will be

able to earn more income from employment before

it affects their pension entitlements.

From 1 January 2024, the maximum limit for
Work Bonus bank balances will be permanently
increased. This includes an increase to the
maximum allowed Work Bonus Bank balance
from $7,800 to $11,800, and will provide all newly
eligible Work Bonus Bank clients with a starting
Work Bonus bank balance of $4,000.

In addition, beginning 1 July 2024, former Work
Bonus bank clients with a preserved Work Bonus
bank balance who are re-joining the scheme may
be eligible to receive a top-up to ensure their
balance is equal to $4,000 upon recommencement.

These changes will allow pensioners the
opportunity to earn more income without affecting
their pension, which will improve the financial
independence and wellbeing of veterans and
families.

More information about the Work Bonus Bank is

available on the DVA website.
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Invitation for Ex-Service
Organisations to Apply for
Advocacy Funding

16 January 2024

Applications for the 2024-25 round of the Building
Excellence in Support and Training (BEST) grants
program are now open.

Ex-Service organisations (ESOs) are invited
to apply for a share in $4.731 million in funding
to support them to provide compensation and
wellbeing advocacy services to veterans and
families. ESOs are a great support to local veteran
communities. Many offer advocacy services,
providing assistance about a range of veteran
issues from advice about entitlements, health and
wellbeing services to making claims.

In the 2023-2024 funding round $4.551 million
was provided to 109 successful applicants located
across the country in every state and territory of
Australia.

Apply online at grants.gov.au before 9:00pm
AEDT on 29 February 2024.

For more information please visit Building
Excellence in Support and Training or phone the
Community Grants Hub on 1800 020 283.



Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated
(TPlIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

The Blacktown & District TPl Social & Welfare Club’s ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and meet & greet you or just walk in.

experience our club. The club is the most active TPl Social & Welfare
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of Club in the state, with a different activity each

each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
club). event or a day coach trip.

This invitation stands for our general meetings. Social events are subsidised.

Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted
Prior to the monthly general meetings, members once peryear.

and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant The purpose of this invitation Is to encourage

to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held TPIs to join our club and participate and

in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, socialize.

members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more You are encouraged to join the TPI Association

socialising in the Villaggio restaurant. of NSWto give it strength in numbers when

If attending a meeting contact lan Brady dealing with government.

Contact and Feedback

We value your feedback! Free Call: 1800 649 216

If you have any feedback on what we Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

are doing, please contact us through the

following channels: Affiliated with The Australian Federation
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated

By Post: Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.
TPl Veterans’ Association of NSW

Sydney NSW 2000 Published by the Totally and Permanently

GPO Box 4429, Sydney, NSW 2001 Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of
New South Wales Limited.

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
* Representation « Wellbeing « Camaraderie - Commemoration
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