Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans'
Association of New South Wales Limited

E-Newsletter August 2024

Snow gums. Photographer: shawshot, Shutterstock.

Welcome to the Auqust 2024 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter

Our August E-Newsletter header features a
photograph of Snow Gums. This issue contains
useful and interesting information. On page 2
there’s a warning on a car scam that is being
operated in the name of a business, National Car
Brokers. A report from the TPI NSW Christmas-in-
July luncheon that was held on 9 July 2024 is on
page 3. A summary of a speech given at the lunch
by Sonia Gregory, Acting Deputy Commissioner,
NSW & ACT, Department of Veterans' Affairs is on
page 4. Dr Allison O’Sullivan, the historian who

is currently writing the history of TPI NSW, has an
article on page 6. Allison invites TPI NSW members
to help with the history project by sharing your
thoughts on the history of TPl or remembering

stories told by earlier members. You can contact
Allison at allison.e.osullivan@gmail.com or call the
TPl head office and leave a message for her. On
pages 9 — 10 Wellbeing Officer Kayleen Hoolihan

has provided links to digital booklets from DVA
as well as lists of Allied Health practitioners in the
areas in which TPI NSW members live.

If you have information that you would like to
share with other TPI NSW Association members,
please email me at the address below. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au
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Scam Alert!

Please be aware that a request to pay a deposit
up front to a car broker should be treated with
suspicion. Advice has been received from the
Australian Automotive Dealer Association and
MTA NSW. The industry standard is that, after a
car has been identified by a broker, the broker
requests $1,000 deposit for a vehicle costing
up to $50,000. For an identified vehicle costing
over $50,000 the broker should request a $2,000
deposit.

NCB National Car Brokers, which is listed
in the TPI NSW Concessions booklet, appears to
have recently been taken over by scammers . Our
enquiries have revealed that several people who
have paid deposits to purchase a car through NCB

National Car Brokers have not received their car,

‘.

and their deposit has not been refunded. NCB
National Car Brokers, despite being registered

with the Australian Securities and Investment
Commission (ASIC), is also now not contactable by
phone. TPI NSW have reported the situation to NSW
Police, Scamwatch and other authorities.

NSW Police have advised that there are currently
“hundreds” of car sale scams being operated by
professional criminals. NSW Police further advise
that the safest way to buy a car is directly from a
dealership.

Please take care to avoid being targeted by
scammers. Scamwatch has resources to help
protect yourself and loved ones from scams:

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/stay-protected/

how-to-spot-and-avoid-scams
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TPI NSW members and guests at the Christmas-in-July luncheon. Photographer: Jenny Wang.

TPI NSW Christmas-in-July Luncheon

TPINSW held its Christmas-in-July function on
Tuesday 9 July 2024 at Barracks on Barrack in
Sydney. Guests at this well-attended event included
Sonia Gregory, Acting Deputy Commissioner, NSW
& ACT, Department of Veterans' Affairs; Len Russell,
Chief Executive Officer of AVCAT; Robyn Richardson,
AVCAT Scholarships Manager; TPI NSW President
Kevin Kelly; TPI NSW Life Member Les Vincent and
his wife Michelle; TPI NSW Directors and staff from
the TPI NSW office — CEO John Szabo, Membership
Services Coordinator Sara Thorne, Wellbeing Officer
Kayleen Hoolihan and Events Team Member Jenny
Wang.

Also in attendance at the luncheon were Salute
editor Victoria Dawson, Salute subeditor Alexandra
Kaufman, auditor Les Pines, investment consultant
Jean Findlay, Tasso Papachatgis, who facilitated
the strategic planning process for TPI NSW, and Dr
Allison O’Sullivan, the historian who is currently
researching and writing the history of TPI NSW. TPI

Federation President, Pat McCabe, OAM, sent her
apologies as she had a prior engagement on the
day.

The festive atmosphere was enhanced by
the musicians who are regular performers at TPI
NSW lunches - John Revai on piano and Paul
Sun on double bass and vocals. Speeches were
given by TPI NSW President Kevin Kelly and Sonia
Gregory. Sonia Gregory'’s speech discussed the
process of developing the new model for veterans’
compensation that commences on 1 July 2026.
Sonia invited questions from attendees at the
lunch. A summary of Sonia’s speech and answers
to some of the questions asked at the luncheon are
reproduced in this issue of the E-Newsletter.

Victoria Dawson

Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au
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Christmas-in-July 2024 Address

by Sonia Gregory

Acting Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT, Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Following is a summary of points made by
Sonia Gregory when she spoke at the July
2024 TPI NSW Christmas-in-July luncheon
in Sydney. Sonia has also provided answers
to some of the questions asked by TPI NSW
members at the luncheon.

On 3 July 2024, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs,
the Hon Matt Keogh MP, introduced the draft
Veterans’ Entitlements, Treatment and Support
(Simplification and Harmonisation) Bill 2024 into
Parliament. This followed consultation on the
exposure draft bill undertaken with the veteran
community between 28 February and 28 April
2024. A list of changes made at the end of the
consultation is available, as well as an information

booklet. The Bill will now follow the Parliamentary
process, which you can read about on the
Parliamentary Education Office website.

It is proposed that the new model for veterans'’

compensation commences on 1 July 2026.
Adopting an improved Military Compensation
And Rehabilitation Act (MRCA) as the single
ongoing Act will mean veterans are treated
equitably and not disadvantaged because of when
they served.
Those receiving benefits immediately prior
to when the new arrangements commence
will continue to do so under “grandparenting”
arrangements without any reduction in payments.
This is a key feature of the new model that is
designed to give financial certainty to veterans and
their families.
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Sonia Gregory drawing a lucky door prize at the Christmas-

in-July luncheon. Photographer: Jenny Wang.

There were also some questions raised from the
audience, which I have listed below along with the
answers to those questions.

Answers to Some of the Questions Asked by
TPI NSW Members

Question: If TPI can increase to 60% of the basic
wage, would the TPl be grandfathered?

Answer: If the Veterans’ Entitlements, Treatment


https://www.dva.gov.au/about/royal-commission/veterans-legislation-reform/bill-what-it-and-what-it-will-do
https://www.dva.gov.au/about/royal-commission/veterans-legislation-reform/bill-what-it-and-what-it-will-do
https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-07/info-book-vets-bill-2024.pdf
https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-07/info-book-vets-bill-2024.pdf
https://peo.gov.au/understand-our-parliament/how-parliament-works/bills-and-laws/the-usual-path-of-a-bill

and Support (Simplification and Harmonisation)

Bill 2024 is passed by the Parliament, after 1 July
2026 veterans already in receipt of benefits will
have their payments grandfathered. This includes
the Disability Compensation Payment at the Special
Rate (TPl pension). This will ensure that there will be
no reduction to any existing payments. Payments
will continue to be indexed as normal. Any
statutory increase to the TPI rate will be included

in grandfathering arrangements. In essence it is

the eligibility to receive the TPl pension that is
grandfathered, and the rate of payment will be
whatever dollar amount is applicable at the time.

Question: Under VEA, are we entitled to
sunglasses in order to protect veterans’ eyes as
well?

Glasses Entitlement

Answer: In any two-year period, Department of

Veterans' Affairs (DVA) Gold or eligible White Card

holders are entitled to:

« one pair of single vision reading glasses and one
pair of single vision distance glasses; or

« one pair of multifocal glasses

+ Eligible clients can receive new lenses within two
years without prior approval where there has
been a significant change in prescription.

« A’significant change’is considered to be a
change of at least 0.50 dioptres in either the
spherical or cylindrical component of the
relevant eye. If the other eye does not show as
much change, then it must show a change of
at least 0.25 dioptres in either the spherical or
cylindrical component.

« If the’significant change’ criteria are not met, but
the optometrist still feels that a change of lenses

is warranted, they can submit a prior approval
application via the D1399 form. A statutory
declaration is NOT required for new lenses
following a significant change in prescription.

Plano sunglasses (regular non-prescription
sunglasses)

Eligible clients are entitled to one pair of plano
sunglasses each two-year period. This is in addition
to the prescription glasses entitlement outlined
above.

Prescription Sunglasses

Where there is a clinical need and the client has
eligibility, DVA may fund a pair of prescription
sunglasses in addition to the current entitlement
under DVA’s Visual Aids Schedule. Prescription
sunglasses can be considered via the prior approval
process. The provider is required to submit a
completed optical prior approval request form
along with clinical justification to support the
requirement for prescription sunglasses.

For further information regarding Veteran’s
Legislation Reform, please visit Veterans' Legislation
Reform and Frequently Asked Questions.

If you have any specific questions or need
further information, please feel free to reach out
and I'll be happy to help.

Regards,

Sonia Gregory

Acting Deputy Commissioner, NSW & ACT
Senior Director, Claims Assessment Branch
Client Benefits Division

Department of Veterans’ Affairs

Email: sonia.gregory@dva.gov.au
www.dva.gov.au
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Membership card of Guido Weber, founding member of the Totally and Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association. The
Association was founded at a meeting in Hut 11 at the Randwick Repatriation Hospital on 1 September 1935.

Researching and Writing
the History of TPl NSW

A Message from Historian Dr Allison 0’Sullivan

In June this year | was invited by John Szabo and

the TPI Executive Committee to write a history of
the Association, beginning with unravelling the
mystery of its origins.

The biggest challenge so far has been
uncovering those earliest years — with no one left
to speak to I've had to rely on written records. |
began by examining the archives held at the TPI
Head Office, but due to the number of moves
and the passage of time these records are patchy.
Necessity means that small organisations are forced
to prioritise storage space over long-term history,
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and often paperwork considered out of date is
discarded or lost. Nevertheless, this yielded some
promising leads including an early membership
badge number ledger, and some notes made by

a previous staff member which appeared to be
oral history collected from members some thirty
years ago. Some of it | can see is already inaccurate,
however it has been useful as a starting point: for
example, that two members of the Totally and
Permanently Disabled Soldiers Association (TPD)
in Victoria may have moved to Sydney to drum up
support for a NSW branch.
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Dr Allison O'Sullivan is currently researching and writing
the history of TPI NSW.

Now that | had somewhere to start, | put my
archive detective hat on and began investigating.
Scouring archival holdings elsewhere has yielded
some interesting results. | have already visited
the National Library in Canberra to read and copy
Salute complete from 1952 to 1970. While I'm still
going through the copies, I've already found some
interesting stories: for example, in 1937 one of
the association’s few female members, Mrs Emily
Kilgour Roberts, visited her homeland of England
and presented a commemorative wreath made
of fish scales fashioned into flowers to Queen
Mary herself. The wreath was reported to still be
on display in 1952, but the curator of the Royal
Collection in London is unsure of what happened
to it next. It's such an interesting story, though, so
I'll certainly keep looking! [Note: | have a photo of
this, but it’s a poor quality newspaper scan].

Other sources are continuing to prove fruitful,
such as newspaper profiles of the club house in the

1940s and 50s. A local history of Kurnell
by Mrs Daphne Salt, granddaughter of
founding member Guido Weber, also
yielded some interesting information
about the Association’s first years,

and Mrs Salt herself provided some
wonderful images from TPI's earliest
days. (See Guido Weber’s membership
card.) Through the meticulous

record keeping of Mr Weber and

his descendants | was finally able to
discover a story of the beginning of
TPI, which Mr Weber recorded as being
founded at a meeting in Hut 11 at the
Randwick Repatriation Hospital on 1
September 1935.

The papers of prominent citizens
attached to the Association, such as
patrons, are currently being located
and should be a very interesting read.
Many of the patrons were State Governors and their
papers were passed to the State Archives. Sir Roden
and Lady Cutler’s connections have been going
strong for decades, and | look forward to hopefully
interviewing Lady Cutler soon.

| want to tell much more than a story of an
organisation though - | will also be telling the
stories of individual members, of the movers and
shakers who founded and grew the Association
and who kept it going through thick and thin. I'll
be talking about the Ladies’ Auxiliary who have
been the backbone of TPI's social functions and
fundraising efforts since its inception. I'll also be
looking back to another sub-branch known as “The
Younger Set," a club comprised of TPl members'’
adult children who for many years provided a
fantastic source of fundraising and organised
entertainment for members. The TPl also has a
history of occupying some lovely buildings in
Sydney — some still standing, some long gone -
so for those of you interested in architecture I'll
be taking the time to feature those too. And of
course | can't forget the social welfare clubs dotted
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throughout NSW, who have often provided a very you remember stories told by earlier members,

real link for those members who've been unable to I'd love to hear from you! You can contact me at

make the regular trip into town. allison.e.osullivan@gmail.com or call the TPl head
One of my favourite aspects of my work is office and leave me a message. | look forward

that no matter how much | already know, | will to hearing from you, and to continuing my

always learn more, and this project has been no investigation of your fascinating history.

different. More information is coming to light every

day, but there is still much more to discover, and Dr Allison O’Sullivan

| hope current members can help. If you would Historian

like to tell me about what TPI means to you, share Email: allison.e.osullivan@gmail.com

your thoughts on the history of TPI, or perhaps

Musicians John Revai on piano and Paul Sun on double bass and vocals at the Christmas-in-July luncheon. Photographer:
Jenny Wang.
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DVA Publications of Interest to

TPl Members

Following her attendance at the TPI NSW Christmas
in July Lunch, the Acting Deputy Commissioner,
Client Benefits Division, Sonia Gregory has provided
the TPI Veterans' Association with DVA Publications
on the topics listed below. Each booklet can be
accessed by clicking on the link below.

DVA: You and Your Pension

Guide to Hearing Services Program: A Guide to
Understanding Hearing Aid Technology

The Veteran’s Guide to Better Hearing

The Veteran’s Guide to moving into an Aged
Care Home

The Veteran'’s Guide to Living Independently

Repatriation Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(No hard copy booklet is currently available.)

Alternatively, if you would like the publication to be
mailed out to you at your home address or to a TPI

Social Club group or an RSL Sub-branch division,
please contact the TPI NSW Wellbeing Officer,
Kayleen Hoolihan, contact details on the following

page.

TPINSW members and guests at the Christmas-in-July luncheon. From left to right: Consultant Tasso Papachatgis, Life
Member Les Vincent, Michelle Vincent, Jeni Engel, CEO John Szabo, TPI NSW Board Member John Hoban, Maria Hoban, Salute
Subeditor Alexandra Kaufman, Auditor Les Pines and AVCAT Scholarships Manager Robyn Richardson. Photographer: Jenny

Wang.

TPINSW E-Newsletter August 2024 // 9


https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Australian-Government_Department-of-Veteran-Affairs_You-and-Your-Pension_Publication-No.-P00482_2022.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Hearing-Services-Program_A-guide-to-Understanding-Hearing-Aid-Technology.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Hearing-Services-Program_A-guide-to-Understanding-Hearing-Aid-Technology.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/The-Veterans-guide-to-better-hearing.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/The-Veterans-Guide-to-moving-into-an-Aged-Care-Home-Accessing-DVA-Services_2022.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/The-Veterans-Guide-to-moving-into-an-Aged-Care-Home-Accessing-DVA-Services_2022.pdf
https://tpinsw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/The-Veterans-guide-to-living-independently.pdf
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/health-support/help-cover-healthcare-costs/manage-medicine-and-keep-costs-down/concessional-medicines-under-rpbs

List of Allied Health Providers

The Wellbeing Officer can provide a list of Allied
Health Providers in the district or region in which
the Veteran is seeking services.

Allied Health Specialist/s provide the following
services:

+ Audiologist — to assess your individual hearing
aide requirements

« Chiropractors

+ Dental
Diabetes Educators

+ Dieticians

+ Exercise Physiologist - required for individual or
group exercise classes

« Neuro-Psychologist

+ Occupational Therapist — required to assess
what mobility aides are required in the home to
continue to live independently

+ Optical Dispenser

+ Orthotist
Osteopath

+ Podiatrist

+ Psychologist
Physiotherapist - required to assist following
orthopaedic surgery or should an injury be
sustained
Social Workers — who can often assist a Veteran

or family member in the supports that will
be required either through hospitalisation or
navigating entering Aged Care

« Speech Pathologist or Therapist — often required
to do swallowing assessments or speech
pathology after a stroke

https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/providers/

dental-psychology-allied-health-professions
The list of required Allied Health Providers is

accessed through NSW Healthshare and the search
engine provides a list of (for example) Occupational
Therapists in the Bowral Region or Southern
Highlands - | have provided a link as an example.
https://www.healthshare.com.au/directory/
occupational-therapists-in-bowral-2576-nsw/

Please do not hesitate to email or contact the
Wellbeing Officer to provide information either by
email or Australia Post.

Kayleen Hoolihan

Wellbeing Officer

TPl Veterans’ Association of NSW
Freecall: 1800649 216

Email: wellbeing@tpinsw.org.au or on

I look forward to assisting you with your enquiries.

Letters to the Editor

Thursday 4 July 2024

A very quick note, just to say that as a TPI (with
ACT TPI), | receive both newsletters and wanted to
THANK YOU.

As we Viet vets all hit the late 70s and older, getting
around becomes more difficult, but your magazines
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still make me feel connected, and always have a few
articles which | find interesting and appropriate.

So that’s it, well done & thank you.

Geoff Purdue
Regional NSW
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Reunions & Functions

10" Intake National Service Reunion — 1967 to 1969

WHEN: Most attendees have already booked from
Tuesday 22 October till Tuesday 5 November 2024.

WHERE: Sawtell Beach Holiday Park - 5 Lyons Road
Sawtell NSW 2452, 1800 200 555. Suggest book
early and quote Booking Number 122855 to secure
10% discount. Mention army reunion or 10th intake
reunion.

WHO: All those who were called-up October 1967
plus wives and partners. Overseas service not a
prerequisite.

SERVICE: Thursday 24 October 2024 at 0800 hours.
Memorial Service at Lyle Rose Park behind the
Sawtell RSL (medals please). Wreath layers and
other duties to be confirmed. At 0900 hours there
will be a big sit down hot breakfast at the RSL. 10th
intake to subsidise. News regarding a special guest
to be announced later.

OLD CAMP KITCHEN: There will be morning

teas - BYO drinks and eats. Also HAPPY HOUR at
1600 hours or alternatively at various sites in the
park. Singalong sessions in the evening. Cards and
intriguing board games.

DINNERS: There will be organised dinners either at
the RSL, Bowling Club (Chinese) or a Fish restaurant

(Fishtales). The RSL puts on very cheap pensioner
lunches every day.

ACTIVITIES: There will be Barefoot Bowls, Croquet,
and Disc Bowls. The State of Origin winner to be
inscribed on the John Mason Memorial trophy. The
State of Origin Trivia team winner will be inscribed
on the Richard Irons Perpetual trophy. Return
grudge match - Barefoot Bowls with the Beenleigh
Boys versus 10th Intake.

OTHER ACTIVITIES: Coffee sessions down the
Sawtell main street. Secret Women'’s Business.

Trips to the hinterland for lunch. Bush walking. A
whiteboard in the Camp Kitchen showing activities
will be on hand.

LAST NIGHT: Pizza dinner in the Camp Kitchen
partly subsidised by 10th Intake. Discussions about
the 10th Intake cruise in March 2025 - several
couples already booked. Safe journey home to get
ready for October 2025 get together.

REGISTRATION: No entrance or registration fees.
Donations graciously accepted. Guests permitted.

Richard Barry, OAM
Email: richyvon47 @hotmail.com
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HEADQUARTEIRS
IST AUSTRALIAN TASK FORCE
SOUTH VIETNAM 1966 - 1972

HQ1ATF Association 2024 and
D & E Platoon Reunion

Hahndorf, South Australia

21 November to 25 November 2024
Discovery Hahndorf Resort

145A Mount Barker Road, Hahndorf, SA 5245
Phone: 1300763 836

Email: hahndorf@discoveryparks.com.au
Website: discoveryholidayparks.com.au

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from
1965 - 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the
servicemen and women who served. HQTATF

and its sub-unit Defence and Employment (D&E)
Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry
platoon in South Vietnam, served from 1966 - 1972
and encountered much enemy action during those
years.

Each two years HQ1ATF Association holds a
reunion and 2024 will remember 53 years since
we closed the gates of Nui Dat. The four-day
event is an important part of the Association’s
efforts in the healing process which is achieved
through the continual networking of members and
also, importantly, their partners and carers. With
objectives to improve health and well-being and to
reduce social isolation, the biennial reunion plays a
significant role.

HQ1ATF Association decided at our November
2022 Reunion meeting that South Australia will be
our venue for November 2024. Hahndorf, in the
Adelaide Hills, is our chosen town - it is so pretty
with so much to see and do. In this regard | do
suggest that you add some days prior and /or after
the reunion to experience the Adelaide Hills and
also the village of Hahndorf. Their Holiday Park
has space for us and our requirements, however
November can be a busy time so | suggest you do
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make arrangements early. On recommendation by
our WA committee person, Ned Dixon, our South
Australian committee person, Graeme Pulford, and
his wife, Rosemary, joined by Helen and myself
visited the Park, and other suggested locations
early February. Hence the decision was taken.
Accommodation and resort layout is superior to
anything we have experienced before — and we all
deserve it.

Another reason for Adelaide is that, in 2022,
Graeme, along with myself and Treasurer, Helen,
visited the Commemoration Pathway of Honour in
Adelaide. We saw numerous memorials for Vietnam
Vet groups. Subsequently | completed the required
forms for the DVA “Saluting their Service” grant
and received our required amount of $7360. The
memorial will be dedicated during our visit, though
it will probably be in place by July 2023.Thank you
DVA.

The Commemorative Lunch will be held on
Saturday 23 November 2024 at the Bespoke
Restaurant in the Adelaide Oval Hotel. The lunch
will be preceded by a Dedication Service at the
Pathway of Honour, (Adelaide War Memorial)
where our own Memorial will be unveiled. Our
Commemorative service will follow the Dedication.
(1115 hours — 1150 hours). Both the Dedication
Service and the Commemorative service will be
open to the public.

The 2022 Reunion photos are now on our
website (www.hq1atf.org).

For further information contact:

John Verhelst, JP

HQ1ATF 2024 Reunion Committee President,
Red Rat Editor

PO Box 328, Gladesville, 1675

Telephone: 0437 212 121

Email: jeverhelst@gmail.com


http://discoveryholidayparks.com.au
http://www.hq1atf.org

The Eight Battalion Royal
Australian Regiment (NSW Branch)

8" Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (8 RAR)
2025 National Reunion

Sydney 26 — 28 February 2025

Venue: Bankstown Sports Club, 8 Greenfield
Parade, Bankstown NSW 2200

Program:

Wednesday 26: Registration 1400 -1700 Hours

Meet & Greet 1800 — 2100 Hours Please register your attendance with any of
the following and an Information Pack and

Thursday 27: National AGM 1000 Hours Company Registration Form will be sent to you:

Get-Togethers — All Day
Mick Carter, OAM

Friday 28: Memorial Service & Commemorative NSW Branch President
Dinner Phone: 0432500632 or
Email: cartercm@optusnet.com.au

All official activities will be held within the

Bankstown Sports Club premises. Ron O’Connor

NSW Branch Secretary

Accommodation is available in the Mercure Hotel Phone: 0413 008 025
attached to the Sports Club Email: secretary@vvfagranville.org

See 8 RAR Association web link below: Kevin Sullivan
Phone: 0416 262 924 or

Email: kevinsully1948@gmail.com

https://www.8rarassociation.org/8rarassoc/reunion.
php
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Partners of Veterans
Association Blacktown

Meet At Club Blacktown (RSL)

Second Ave Blacktown

Third Monday of the Month at 10:30 am
All Welcome

About Our Association

The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia
Inc. (PV.A. Australia Inc.) is a not-for-profit, non-
government, voluntary organisation — we do not
have any paid workers, all are volunteers. PV.A.

is not funded by government - our funding is
derived from membership fees, applying for grants,
donations and fundraising.

PV.A. believes that there is a great need for
support for all partners/carers, widows/widowers
and families of Australian veterans, both now and
in the future, as our defence forces continue to be
deployed to areas of conflict throughout the world.
Our aim is not only to support the partners of our
generation, but also to consider the needs of all
future generations and to have in place a support
network that was not available when many of our
veterans returned from their war service.

Our Vision

A community where all partners of past and
present members of the Australian Defence Force
(ADF), their Allies and their families are recognised
and their wellbeing is vital in achieving healthy
members of Society.

Our Mission

As the national body, voice and focus for all
partners of past and present members of the
Australian Defence Force (ADF), their allies and
their families, we are committed to providing every
support and assistance practicable for their welfare,
health and special needs. This is achieved by our

14 // August 2024 TPl NSW E-Newsletter

key role of providing leadership and advocacy for
health and welfare promoting strategies, policy and
program development that assists partners and
their dependants and descendants.

Our Alliance In The Defence Family

P.V.A. Australia Inc. is a member of the Alliance

of Defence Service Organisations (ADSO), which
comprises many of Australia’s major military ex-
service organisations (ESO). The Alliance represents
a significant number of members of Australia’s
Defence Family on national advocacy and
representative matters to the Australian Parliament
and all political parties. Its aim is to promote and
protect the conditions and well-being of the
Defence Family that embraces over three million
people.

For further information contact:

Patricia Ross

Phone: 0410519063

Email: pwross70@outlook.com

P.V.A. national website: https://www.pva.org.au/
P.V.A. NSW branch: https://www.pva.org.au/p-v-
a-state-branches/nsw-branch



. AUSTRALIAN VETERANS'
CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST

AVCAT SCHOLARSHIPS

Tertiary scholarships for children and grandchildren of
Australian ex-serving veterans

S$4000—S$6000 a year, for 3 years

Eligibility: Australian residency or citizenship, child or
grandchild of an Australian ex-serving veteran, full-time
tertiary student in 2025 enrolled in a minimum one-year
course at uni, TAFE or an RTO and in receipt of, or eligible to
receive, a means-tested Commonwealth educational benefit
- Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, or Veterans’ Children Education
Scheme (VCES) or Military Rehabilitation and Compensation
Act Education and Training Scheme (MRCAETS) in 2025.

Applications open Vietnam Veterans' Day
18 August 2024
And close midnight 31 October 2024

avcat.org.au
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DVA Media Releases

Tribute to the Ultimate
Sportsman and Soldier

26 July 2024

Olympians Kaarle McCulloch and Michelle Ford
have honoured the memory of Cecil Healy, the only
Australian Olympic gold medallist to die in combat.
The pair laid wreaths and flowers on Healy’s grave
at a war cemetery in the small French village of
Assevillers, an hour north of Paris.

Healy, who won gold and silver in swimming
at the Stockholm 1912 Games, was killed at the
Somme in France on 29 August 1918 - just 73 days
before the First World War ended. The Olympians
were joined by Assistant Minister to the Prime
Minister Patrick Gorman, Australia’s Ambassador
to France, Gillian Bird, and the Mayor of Assevillers,
Didier Jacob.

Second Lieutenant Cecil Healy was a member
of the 19th (Sportsman’s) Battalion. He and other
Australian soldiers had come to liberate the villages
of the Somme area when he was killed by machine-
gun fire.

His death was keenly felt in the Australian
Olympic movement, not only because of his
exceptional qualities as a freestyle swimmer,
but particularly for the extraordinary act of
sportsmanship he displayed at the Stockholm
Games. Healy denied himself a gold medal by
insisting the race favourite, Duke Kahanamoku, be
allowed to compete in the 100 metres freestyle final
despite the American champion missing his semi-
final because of an apparent mix-up. Healy’s stance
led to officials holding a special semi-final, which
included the American, who went on to win the
final, with Healy picking up the silver. Healy felt that
without Kahanamoku in the race, any gold medal
would be tarnished.

In 2018, the Australian Olympic Committee
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Cecil Healy, Australian freestyle swimmer, born Darlinghurst
1881, died 1918, Somme, France, aged 36.

announced the Cecil Healy Award for Outstanding
Sportsmanship to acknowledge his contribution —
awarded for the first time to Cedric Dubler after the
Tokyo 2020 Games.

Following the wreath-laying, a further
commemoration was held at a statue of the
sportsman/soldier, which was unveiled in 2018,
marking 100 years since his death. Mayor Jacob,
community members from Assevillers and the
Australian party later shared a friendship toast
to honour the strong bonds that link France and
Australia. Ms McCulloch presented the mayor with
a book on Healy’s life, Cecil Healy — A Biography, by
late gold medallist and champion swimmer John
Devitt and author Larry Writer.

Courtesy Department of Defence



Australian troops boarding HMAS Tobruk prior to departure for East Timor for service with the International Force for East
Timor (INTERFET), 23 September 1999. Photographer: Ray McJannett. AWM Accession Number: 200805.

National Commemorative
Service to Mark 25 Years
Since Timor-Leste

23 July 2024

On Friday 20 September 2024, we commemorate
the 25th anniversary of Australian service in Timor-
Leste. Australian service in Timor-Leste spanned
1999 to 2013 and included personnel from the
Australian Defence Force and the Australian Federal
Police, as well as civilians.

A national commemorative service will be held
at the Australian Peacekeeping Memorial on Anzac
Parade in Canberra. This anniversary service will
be an opportunity to honour and remember the
six Australians who lost their lives, all those who
served, and their families.

DVA strongly encourages all those planning
to be at the service to register their intention to
attend. Although a ticket will not be required to
enter the service, by registering you are helping to
ensure that adequate arrangements can be putin
place.

Please register to attend on the DVA website.

Fundraiser for Scootaville
2024

22 July 2024

A message from the Radschool Association

For several years now, we have been running
Scootaville, where a bunch of men and women ride
small motor scooters from Brisbane to Townsville,
via the long way, to raise money for Legacy and
homeless veterans. This year, Scootaville will take
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https://www.dva.gov.au/recognition/commemorations/commemorative-services/commemorative-services-australia/25th-anniversary-australian-service-timor-leste/national-commemorative-service

place in both Queensland and NSW. Victoria will get
involved next year. The plan is for Scootaville to be
a national event by 2027.

The Griffith University Film School has produced
this promo video for us: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=n0Q5s1JN84U&t=8s

To raise as much money as possible for our

charities, we hold several events along the way.
One such event will be held at the Kedron Wavell
Services Club in Brisbane on Thursday night, 29
August, the night before we set sail in Qld. That

night we'll have Merv Hughes, lan Healy and Trev
Gillmeister on stage being interviewed by Pat
Welsh. Pat will get them to tell of their hysterical
and historical moments in sport. It will be a night to
remember. You can book via our website.

If you can, set the night aside and come
along, you won't forget it, and please pass on the
information to your mates.

For more information on Scootaville 2024 visit
the Radschool website.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0Q5s1JN84U&t=8s
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Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated
(TPlIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

The Blacktown & District TPl Social & Welfare Club’s
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and
experience our club.

The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings.

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting,
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact lan Brady

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare
Club in the state, with a different activity each
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.

Social events are subsidised.

Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted

once per year.

The purpose of this invitation is to encourage

TPIs to join our club and participate and

socialize.

You are encouraged to join the TPl Association

of NSW to give it strength in numbers when

dealing with government.

Contact and Feedback

We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we
are doing, please contact us through the
following channels:

By Post:

TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW
GPO Box 4429

Sydney NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216
Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of
New South Wales Limited.

TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
* Representation « Wellbeing « Camaraderie - Commemoration
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