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Welcome to the April 2025 issue of t

Our April E-Newsletter header features a photograph

of the view from Eckford Lookout at Mount Kaputar
National Park. Mount Kaputar is the remnants of an
extinct volcano that was active about 18 million years
ago. It has an elevation of 1,489 metres above sea
level and is located 50 km east of Narrabri, NSW.

The park provides a habitat for a range of animals,
including bats, birds, wallabies, quolls and the unique
pink slug which is known to appear after rainfall. In
winter the mountain may receive a light dusting of
SNOW.

This issue contains useful and interesting
information for TPI NSW members including a Cyber
Safety Update on page 3. Information about an

- -

exhibition of WWII fuselage replicas at the Historical
Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) Museum at Albion
Park Rail, NSW is found on page 5. Read details of
Anzac Day commemorative events on page 12. Letters
to the Editor start on page 6 and Reunions are found
on page 11.

If you have information that you would like to
share with other TPI NSW Association members,
please email me at the address below. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au
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We have changed the process for booking a stay at
our holiday unit (Unit 5, 20 Boultwood Street, Coffs
Harbour).

The accommodation fee has increased to $80.00
per night.

A minimum booking of two consecutive nights
is required. Payment must be made at the time
of making your booking.

Cleaning is included in the accommodation fee
and does not have to be paid separately.

All bookings should be made by calling the
office on (02) 9235 1466, or by emailing
office@tpinsw.org.au
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Access to the unit is now via keys contained

in a lockbox at the unit. You will receive
instructions to access the lockbox by email. The
lockbox details can only be sent via SMS in an
emergency.

If you do not have an email address or have
difficulties sending and receiving text messages,
please ask a family member, friend or neighbour
to assist you.

All enquiries during your stay should be directed
to Coffs Coast Escapes

phone: (02) 6652-8885.

email: escapes@mcgrath.com.au

-
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Cyber Safety Update

The recent cyberattack on several Australian
superannuation funds has highlighted the need
for both organisations and individuals to focus

on protecting personal information. Super funds
targeted include AustralianSuper, Rest, Australian
Retirement Trust, Hostplus and Insignia. Four
AustralianSuper accounts collectively had $500,000
withdrawn by criminals. Other superannuation
funds have not yet identified losses.

It is not clear if funds that have been stolen from
Australian superannuation funds will be recovered
by fund members. However, if money has been
stolen through unauthorised access to personal
information an application for compensation can
be made via the Office of the Australian Information
Commissioner (https://www.oaic.gov.au)

It's thought the recent hack into super accounts
was a case of “credential stuffing”. Credential
stuffing is possible when people use the same log-
in details across many different websites. Personal
log-in details can be obtained by criminals hacking
into websites with low security. Log-in details can

also be bought by criminals on the “dark web’,
which is anonymous and not listed by search
engines such as Google. Log-in data obtained in
this way can then be “stuffed” into other supposedly
more secure websites, such as banks and super
funds.

There are ways to protect yourself against
becoming a victim of online crime. These include
creating strong and unique passwords for every
website you log in to. Multi-Factor Authentication
(MFA) helps to keep accounts secure; for example,
an organisation can send a security code to your
phone that needs to be entered on the member
log-in screen before logging in. Also, DO NOT
click on any unsolicited links or phone numbers
that have arrived on your phone or computer. If
you receive a message and you're not sure that
it's genuine, look up the phone number yourself
and phone that number to check the sender’s
legitimacy.

To enhance security of members’ details
the Association is updating the membership
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application form to include a privacy option. The
Association already has procedures in place to
ensure that members’ details are kept secure. These
include storage of members’ details in a Customer
Relationship Management (CRM) database with
Two-Factor Authentication. Staff are very careful

to log off properly from the CRM database at the
end of every day. The Association is currently
considering a range of further measures that can be

taken to safeguard members’ details and will keep
you updated regarding this.

For further information on cyber safety visit
the eSafety Commissioner, Australian Signals
Directorate, and Service NSW

Alexandra Kaufman
Salute Subeditor & Features Writer
Email: subeditor@tpinsw.org.au

Transport Concession
Entitlements

TPI NSW has been contacted by a member who
was fined for not having a valid Gold Card on the
Sydney Trains Network. The transport police have
become tougher on veterans who used to just flash
their DVA Gold Card if asked to show their ticket.

If you're a veteran, you can apply here for a
veteran’s travel concession. If you need to apply by
phone, you can call 131 500.

You will be asked to provide your DVA file
number and your unique identification number
(UIN). These details will indicate if you have a
service-related disability, which means you will
be issued with a blue Transport Concession
Entitlement Card. This blue card entitles you to free

travel on most public transport in NSW. You'll also

ATransport

Concession
entitlement
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get a free Silver Opal card. The Silver Opal card lets
you open gates at train stations and ferry wharves
without staff.

If you're not eligible for a Transport Concession
Entitlement Card but hold a DVA Veteran Gold Card,
you can apply for a Gold Opal card. If you need to
apply by phone, you can call 131 500.

A Gold Opal card gives you unlimited travel
for no more than $2.50 a day on public transport
services across several regions in NSW.,

You must carry your blue Transport Concession
Entitlement Card and Silver Opal card as proof of
entitlement, or you may be fined. If you have a Gold
Opal card, you must carry this card with you to
avoid being fined.



https://www.esafety.gov.au/seniors
https://www.cyber.gov.au/learn-basics/view-resources/resources-library
https://www.cyber.gov.au/learn-basics/view-resources/resources-library
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/services/myservicensw-account/protect-your-personal-information-with-service-nsw
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World War Il Nose Art

Exhibition

Work by French/Australian artist Stéphane
Portal was featured in the TPI NSW October 2024
E-Newsletter. Portal created a series representing
WWIl fuselage replicas to symbolise the heroism of
international air force pilots and crews. This artwork
was inspired by his grandfather’s military history
and that of a family friend who had served as an
RAF pilot. Portal’s work was warmly received by our
readers.

Now, fuselage replicas by Stéphane Portal

celebrating WWII history will be on display at
the Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS)
Museum at Albion Park Rail, NSW. Portal’s Nose Art
Exhibition will run at the HARS Museum from 19
April to 17 May 2025. The HARS Museum is open
every day from 9:30am to 3:30pm.

Information about Museum and other HARS
tours can be obtained here Further details of the
WWII Nose Art Exhibition can be found here
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Letters to the Editor

Complaints about Captions
19 February 2025
Greetings,

In the article on Operation Hammersley there was
a photo of a couple of Australian Diggers with one
being pointed out as Aboriginal.

This has to stop. In the services there was no
distinction, and it is trying to be turned around in
the public arena. Anybody with eyesight could see
he was Aboriginal, but why point it out. There are

plenty who have served Australia and come from all

places around the world. That is not pointed out in
their photos.

Regards
Max de Mestre-Allen
Gunnedah, NSW
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From the Salute Editorial Team
Dear Max

Thank you for your email regarding the fact that
Lance Corporal “Dick” Bligh was identified as
Aboriginal in a photograph that appeared in the
TPINSW February 2025 E-Newsletter. Information
about Aboriginal service personnel can be found
at the following link: https://www.awm.gov.au/
articles/encyclopedia/indigenous

We typically use image captions provided on
the AWM website along with AWM images that we
feature. However, we have recently become aware

of inaccuracies in AWM image captions and have
communicated this to the AWM. We still await a
response from the AWM.

You might wish to contact the AWM regarding
your concerns.

Best wishes
Salute Editorial Team



https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/indigenous
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/indigenous

25 March 2025

To The Editor

| have received my copy of the latest Salute
magazine, thank you, and saw that the caption on
the photo of Frank (Frankie) Hunt says he had his
legs amputated on his return to Australia. Well,
that’s not true. Frank is a great mate of mine and
while he still has major issues with his body overall,
he still has his legs.

The full story of how “l Was Only Nineteen” was
written together with the mine incident and its
aftermath for all those involved can be found in the
book | wrote - The Jungle Dark published by Pan
Macmillan.

Thank you
Steve Strevens

From the Salute Editorial Team
Hi Steve

Thanks for your email.

The incorrect caption for the photo of Frank
Hunt was supplied by the Australian War Memorial.
We are still awaiting a response from the AWM
to our query regarding the error in their photo
caption. We will make further contact with the
AWM about this matter shortly and keep readers
updated.

Best wishes
Salute Editorial Team

Editors’ note: Information about Steve Strevens'’

book The Jungle Dark can be found on page 10 of
this E-Newsletter.
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26 March 2025

Editor

The Australian Vietnam Forces Welcome Home
Parade Sydney 1987 was NOT organised by the
Vietnam Veterans Association. The 1987 Welcome
Home Parade in Sydney was the initiative of a
group of independent Vietnam Veterans who
formed a public company, and it was registered
as an incorporated body. The Directors of the
company were not representatives of any particular
association or group.

Your spiel on page 2 was taken from an AWM
website and it is also INCORRECT.

| have written to the AWM asking for it to be
corrected.

As an aside, the company remained in place
after the successful Welcome Home Parade and
fundraised, designed, constructed and dedicated
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their own national memorial in 1992 on Anzac
Parade in Canberra.
Happy to discuss further if you wish to do so.

John (Jack) Thurgar

From Victoria Dawson, Salute Editor and the
Salute Editorial Team
Dear John

Thank you for your email. Inaccuracies in image
captions on the AWM website have recently come
to our attention. We have also contacted the AWM
about these.

We note your information that the 1987 Sydney
Welcome Home Parade was not organised by
the Vietnam Veterans Association and was rather
an initiative of a group of independent Vietnam
Veterans.

We assume that your reference to inaccuracies
in our “spiel on page 2" refers to the incorrect claim



on the AWM website, which we reproduced, that
Frankie Hunt’s legs were amputated due to injuries
in a Vietnam mine blast. Until recently, we regarded
image captions at the AWM website as reliable
and, therefore, we have reproduced these captions
along with images sourced from the AWM website.
It is unfortunate that some of the information
provided in image captions on the AWM website
is incorrect. And it is helpful to have such errors
pointed out to the source of this misinformation,
i.e., the AWM. We hope that the AWM will rectify
errors on their website, and that correspondence
with the AWM from Salute readers and our editorial
team will help the AWM to carry out this necessary
task.

Best wishes
Salute Editorial Team

From John Thurgar
Dear Victoria

Thank you for this detailed email.

The AWM have already been in touch with me
and have recognised the mistake and will correct
the caption. They also recognised that they needed
to make changes to other captions as well in other
places. They (the AWM) are undergoing significant
IT changes/upgrades to their system and said that
this may take a little time between input and actual
occurrence.

| now have to approach the National Capital
Authority, et al., to get their ducks in a row as well
regarding captions for the Australian Vietnam
Forces National Memorial.

Kind regards
John (Jack) Thurgar

Other Topics
19 February 2025

Just printed out the February E-Newsletter and
would like to congratulate all those who gave input
and produced. Will look forward to reading it over a
cuppa later today.

Phil Hincks
20 February 2025
Hi Editor

Since the non-publication of the monthly meetings
minutes in Salute, could it be considered they
be published in the E-Newsletter? Those that are
unable to attend, the majority, would be able to
keep abreast of what their Association is doing for
them and members’input.

Perhaps just simple bullet points of the
highlights, probably preferable.

Note: | generally attend most meetings, so my
email is for the general membership.

Many thanks,
Michael Crosbie

From the Salute Editorial Team
Hi Michael

We discussed your suggestion of publishing
the minutes of monthly members meetings at our
recent editorial committee meeting.

The editorial committee has decided to start
publishing the minutes of members meetings on
the TPI NSW website. We will include the minutes
from January 2025 onwards.

Best wishes
Salute Editorial Team
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Book: The Jungle Dark

by Steve Strevens

On 21 July 1969, 3 Platoon, A Company, 6 Battalion,
Royal Australian Regiment forced their way through
the damp Vietnamese jungle on a patrol as part of
Operation Mundingburra. With the insects biting
and the humidity sapping their strength, the
platoon established a safe harbour and listened as
the news came across the radio: Neil Armstrong
had become the first man on the moon. Moments
later, their skipper, Platoon Commander Lieutenant
Peter Hines, stepped on a mine which exploded in a
maelstrom of dirt, smoke and blood.

Memories of that fateful day stayed with the
members of 3 Platoon for more than a decade
before singer-songwriter John Schumann
transformed the story into a ballad that would
capture the spirit of a generation and become the
anthem for the veterans of the Vietnam war. This
is the true story of Frank “Frankie” Hunt and the
other soldiers of 3 Platoon who were the inspiration
for Redgum'’s 1983 hit song “l Was Only Nineteen”.
Using first-hand accounts, The Jungle Dark is both a
fascinating Australian yarn and enthralling military
history. Vividly told, informative and poignant, it
also traverses the deep unhealed wounds left in
the minds and hearts of Vietnam soldiers long after
they had left the battlefield.

Buy the eBook here. And hard copy or eBook
here

Macmillan Australia

01/05/2015
320 pages
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https://www.kobo.com/au/en/ebook/the-jungle-dark?utm_source=google_action
https://www.booktopia.com.au/the-jungle-dark-steve-strevens/book/9781742612270.html?srsltid=AfmBOoogg5nieG0fdPqOTlqCSMWFDVfUbihZfnRYOj0QHSPvolU-pclL

Reunions & Functions

Thirtieth Anniversary of the United Nations
Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR)
Reunion 21 - 26 April 2025

%‘{ “

FR SRR,

It's been 30 years since Australian Service
Contingents 1 and 2 (ASC 1 and 2) were in Rwanda
on Operation Tamar as part of UNAMIR 1. The
deployment of troops to Rwanda from 1994 to
1995 was a significant mission, with ASC 1 and 2
providing UN medical support.

A few members who served in Rwanda, with
generous support from the Townsville RSL,
have organised a reunion to commemorate this
significant deployment and occasion. The reunion
is for all UNAMIR contingents and will be held in
Townsville, Queensland from 21 - 26 April 2025.
This reunion invitation is extended to members of
all UNAMIR contingents, not just 2/4RAR and 2RAR
members. The culmination of the reunion will be
the Townsville Anzac Day march at The Strand,
where the Rwanda Reunion Contingent will be the
lead veteran group. Townsville RSL are generously
providing a specific banner for the Rwanda

veterans to march under.

Support by the Townsville
RSL has enabled the reunion
to be a low-cost affair. The
only cost will be for food at
the reunion dinner on 23
April. There will be no facility,
equipment hire or security
costs to attendees, as these
have all been met by the
Townsville RSL.

The reunion is being
organised by President of
the Townsville RSL Colin
Mosch (ASC 1), Jason Martin (ASC 1), Terry “Irish”
O’Halloran (ASC 2) and a couple of others to help
with logistics. We aren’t paid and are volunteers
so please support us and come. We hope that you
do make the effort and renew friendships from
long ago. We aim to make the reunion a relaxed
affair with simple dress requirements and relaxed
settings.

If you would like to further information or would
like to attend this “Back to Townsville” event, please
contact me at: 2RAR Reunions
Jason Harrison: 0419 749 198
Email: 2RAR.Reunions@gmail.com

Please note: | am also the curator of the 2RAR
Historical Collection. If you have any questions or
photographs, please ring or email me. Thanks in
advance for your cooperation and help.

Jason Harrison
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Detail from Moree ANZAC mural painted by Tim Bowtell. Defence personnel depicted from left to right are: Sergeant Peter

Buckney deployed to South Vietnam with the 8" Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. Lieutenant Thomas Harold Bissett

served and died on the Kokoda Track in Papua New Guinea in 1942. Sergeant Leonard Victor Waters was a fighter pilot in

the Royal Australian Air Force. Petty Officer Aircrewman Leeann Mumby of the Royal Australian Navy has served as both a

Combat Systems Officer on HMA ships and later as an Aircrewman on helicopters. The mural was opened on 25 April 2023 in

Moree. Photographer: Victoria Dawson.

Anzac Day at a Glance

Commemorating 110
years since the landing at
Gallipoli

Anzac Day was established to honour those
who served and gave their lives in the Great War.
However, in the years since WWI, Australian troops
have answered the call to serve in conflicts around
the world. As a result, Anzac Day has evolved into
a day of remembrance for all who have served and
sacrificed their lives in conflicts that Australia has
participated in.

RSL NSW is committed to leading the state in
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commemorative services. Our Anzac Day message
aims to connect all Australians to the Anzac Spirit
and encourages everyone to participate and pay
their respects in their own unique way.

This Anzac Day, more than 600 commemorative
events are scheduled to take place in communities
across New South Wales. Getting involved in Anzac
Day is an opportunity for all Australians to come
together, honour the sacrifice of our service men
and women, and show support for our current and
past members of the armed forces.

Details of Anzac Day 2025 commemorative
events can be found here

Courtesy of RSL NSW


https://rslnsw.org.au/commemorations-ceremonies-and-events-portal/anzac-day-at-a-glance/

DVA Media Release

Y

A case of “all hands to the bottles” during the second RAAF airlift of Vietnamese orphans. Seen here feeding babies at Tan
Son Nhut Airfield are 37 Squadron crew members (from left) 0317653 Flight Lieutenant lan Stuart Frame, 057760 Flight
Lieutenant Hugh Francis Benedict Howell and 046543 Flying Officer lan K Scott. 17 April 1975, black & white, film copy

negative, maker unknown, AWM P01973.002.

50th Anniversary of
Operation Babylift

4 April 2025

On 4 April 2025, Australia commemorates the 50th
anniversary of the beginning of Operation Babylift,
a humanitarian mission that evacuated thousands
of Vietnamese orphans during the final days of the
Vietnam War.

Babylift was initiated by the US Government
as North Vietham communist forces pushed
south in early 1975. Thousands of orphans had
been brought to Saigon, many of them in need
of medical help that wasn’t available. Many were

born of American soldiers and there was a fear
they would be murdered by communist forces.

The Australian Government committed aircraft in
the form of Detachment S (for Saigon), made up

of 10 transport planes from 36 and 37 squadrons,
mostly C-130 Hercules. Detachment S operated out
of Bangkok as well as Butterworth Air Force Base in
Malaysia, initially providing aid to refugees around
South Vietnam.

The first Babylift operation for the Royal
Australian Air Force (RAAF) took place on 4 April
1975. Children in reasonable health, who could
endure a long air journey, were taken on a US Air
Force C-5A Galaxy bound for the United States.
Those in more fragile heath would undertake the
shorter journey to Australia. Tragically, soon after
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the Galaxy took off, it experienced a catastrophic
decompression at 23,000 feet, resulting in a

crash that claimed the lives of more than half the
passengers, including babies, young children and
two Australian women, Lee Makk and Margaret
Moses.

It wasn't initially clear what had caused the
Galaxy crash, so the RAAF Hercules took off with
some trepidation, loaded with 107 babies.“The
smallest were simply placed in cardboard boxes,
packed side by side on the floor and the loadmaster
secured each row of boxes with a tie-down strap,”
said Flying Officer Geoff Rose. “It was such a sad and
pathetic sight to see so many tiny, helpless babies
and young children crammed into the back of our
aircraft. Happily, they arrived at Bangkok safely, and
the children were later flown to Australia aboard
a chartered Qantas 747 under medical evacuation
conditions. The children were collected by adoptive
parents who had already been approved by state
and territory adoption authorities. Geoff Rose said,

“It was a day | experienced the stress and anxiety of
operating in a war zone, but also one of the most
satisfying days of my life.”

A second Babylift took place on 17 April. This
was overseen by Matron Vivian Bullwinkel who flew
to Vietnam with a team of nurses from Melbourne.
Between the Babylifts, Detachment S was called in
to transport civilian refugees away from the front
lines. To maximise the number of passengers, no
seats were fitted. Over several days in April 1975,
the RAAF detachment evacuated more than 1,000
civilians from Phan Rang to the safer southern town
of Can Tho, in chaotic conditions.

Operation Babylift remains a poignant chapter
in Australia’s history, reflecting the nation’s
commitment to humanitarian aid amid the chaos of
war. As we mark this 50th anniversary, we honour
the bravery of those involved and remember the
lives saved and lost during this remarkable mission.
You can read more about Operation Babylift on the
Australian War Memorial website.

Vietnamese babies in boxes being prepared for take-off as part of Operation Babylift
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Defence Me

dia Releases

Contract Signed to
Establish Australia’s First
Missile Factory

28 March 2025

Defence has signed a contract with Kongsberg
Defence Australia to establish Australia’s first
guided weapons production factory in Newcastle,
NSW. This is the next step towards implementing
the announcement made by the Australian
Government on 22 August 2024.

The world-class factory, to be built at the

Newcastle Airport precinct, will manufacture and
service the Naval Strike Missile and Joint Strike
Missile for the ADF and international partners.
Missile production at the factory is anticipated
to startin 2027. Based on current schedules, the
new Australian facility will be the first outside of
Norway to manufacture and maintain both the
Naval Strike Missile and the Joint Strike Missile.
The project reflects ongoing investment
outlined in the Australian Guided Weapons and
Explosive Ordnance Plan, underpinned by a
commitment in the Defence Integrated Investment
Program of $16 to $21 billion over the next
decade. Defence continues to deliver on the rapid

r 4

Kongsberg Head GWEO Systems Division, AVYM Gerry van Leeuwen; FAS GWEO Manufacturing Division, Dan Fankhauser;

Kongsberg Defence Australia Director Business Development, Doug Mallett; Senior BD Manager Kongsberg Defence &

Aerospace, Stale Mortensson; Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace Executive Vice President Missile & Space, @yvind Kolset;

General Manager Kongsberg Defence Australia, John Fry and Chief GWEO Air Marshal Leon Phillips, OAM. Photographer:

Rodney Braithwaite, for Defence Image Gallery.
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The Royal Australian Navy has accelerated Naval Strike Missile installation in Surface Combatants. View a live fire
demonstration off the coast of Hawaii during 2024 Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC ) Exercise here

establishment of domestic missile manufacturing
and accelerated acquisition of long-range strike
capability, advancing Australia’s national security.
Chief of Guided Weapons and Explosive
Ordnance (GWEO), Air Marshal Leon Phillips, OAM
says this factory “will supply missiles for both
the ADF and international partners, enhancing
regional security and contributing to a stronger
and more assured global supply chain for guided
weapons. This would not be possible without
Australia’s strong relationships with the Norwegian
Government, Kongsberg Defence Australia and its

"

parent company Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace!
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New Sales Office to
Back Australian Defence
Industry

28 March 2025

Defence is taking the next step forward in
unleashing Australian innovation, technology
and manufacturing on the international stage
by establishing a new office dedicated to selling
sovereign Australian defence technology to our
international partners. The new Australian Defence
Strategic Sales Office (ADSSO) will promote and
facilitate the sale of select Australian defence
capabilities to priority international partners.
Australian companies will benefit from a centrally
coordinated platform that proactively promotes,
negotiates and drives forward their export sales.
The ADSSO will be a joint government and
industry endeavour, drawing on front line
experience of industry representatives. This


https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/Home/Search?Query=S20242295%20VNR%20Naval%20Strike%20Missile%20Successful%20Firing.mp4&Type=Filename

il i

25 March 2025, Avalon, Victoria, Australia: The Hawkei, an Australian light four-wheel-drive protected mobility vehicle is seen

at the outdoor Air Force and Defence Expo of the 2025 Avalon International Airshow. (Credit Image: © Alexander Bogatyrev/

SOPA Images via ZUMA Press Wire).

initiative delivers on the commitment under the
2024 National Defence Strategy to support the
Australian defence industry to pursue export
opportunities and integrate Australian companies
into global supply chains. It is also an important
step in delivering the 2024 Defence Industry
Development Strategy, which highlighted the need
to better coordinate with industry on our export
efforts to trusted international partners.
The initial priority capabilities for the ADSSO will
include:
« Bushmaster Protected Mobility Vehicle and
Hawkei Protected Mobility Vehicle
+ Boxer Heavy Weapons Carrier
« AS9 Huntsman and Redback Infantry Fighting
Vehicle

+  MQ-28 Ghost Bat
+ Jindalee Operational Radar Network (JORN)
Future priority capabilities will be determined
by Australia’s strategic requirements in consultation
with industry.
Australia’s defence industry has a proud
history of exporting world-leading technology.
This includes the Bushmaster, now used by nine
countries, and a record breaking $1 billion deal
to export Boxer armoured vehicles to Germany.
Canada has also announced it will partner with
Australia on its Over The Horizon Radar technology,
leveraging Australia’s world-leading Jindalee
Operational Radar Network (JORN).
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Partners of Veterans
Association Blacktown

Meet at Club Blacktown (RSL)

Second Ave Blacktown

Third Monday of the Month at 10:30 am
All Welcome

About our association

The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia
Inc. (PV.A. Australia Inc.) is a not-for-profit, non-
government, voluntary organisation — we do not
have any paid workers, all are volunteers. PV.A.

is not funded by government - our funding is
derived from membership fees, applying for grants,
donations and fundraising.

PV.A. believes that there is a great need for
support for all partners/carers, widows/widowers
and families of Australian veterans, both now and
in the future, as our defence forces continue to be
deployed to areas of conflict throughout the world.
Our aim is not only to support the partners of our
generation, but also to consider the needs of all
future generations and to have in place a support
network that was not available when many of our
veterans returned from their war service.

Our vision

A community where all partners of past and
present members of the Australian Defence Force
(ADF), their Allies and their families are recognised
and their wellbeing is vital in achieving healthy
members of Society.

Our mission

As the national body, voice and focus for all
partners of past and present members of the
Australian Defence Force (ADF), their allies and
their families, we are committed to providing every
support and assistance practicable for their welfare,
health and special needs. This is achieved by our
key role of providing leadership and advocacy for
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health and welfare promoting strategies, policy and
program development that assists partners and
their dependants and descendants.

Our alliance in the Defence family

P.V.A. Australia Inc. is a member of the Alliance

of Defence Service Organisations (ADSO), which
comprises many of Australia’s major military ex-
service organisations (ESO). The Alliance represents
a significant number of members of Australia’s
Defence Family on national advocacy and
representative matters to the Australian Parliament
and all political parties. Its aim is to promote and
protect the conditions and well-being of the
Defence Family that embraces over three million
people.

For further information contact:

Patricia Ross

Phone: 0410519063

Email: pwross70@outlook.com

P.V.A. national website: https://www.pva.org.au/
P.V.A. NSW branch: https://www.pva.org.au/p-v-
a-state-branches/nsw-branch

Supported by the Blacktown RSL Sub-Branch



Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated
(TPls) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

The Blacktown & District TPl Social & Welfare Club’s ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and meet & greet you or just walk in.

experience our club. The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of Club in the state, with a different activity each

each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
club). event or a day coach trip.

This invitation stands for our general meetings. » Social events are subsidised.

+ Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted
Prior to the monthly general meetings, members once peryear.
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant The purpose of this invitation is to encourage

to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held TPIs to join our club and participate and

in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, socialize.

members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more You are encouraged to join the TPI Association

socialising in the Villaggio restaurant. of NSW to give it strength in numbers when

If attending a meeting contact lan Brady dealing with government.

Contact and Feedback

We value your feedback! Free Call: 1800 649 216

If you have any feedback on what we Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

are doing, please contact us through the

following channels: Affiliated with The Australian Federation
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated

By Post: Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

TPl Veterans’ Association of NSW

GPO Box 4429 Published by the Totally and Permanently

Sydney NSW 2001 Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of
New South Wales Limited.

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation

limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988
Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
* Representation - Wellbeing - Camaraderie - Commemoration
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