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Our May E-Newsletter header features a 
photograph of Sawn Rocks at Mount Kaputar 
National Park, east of Narrabri, NSW. Sawn Rocks are 
one of Australia’s best examples of a rock formation 
called “organ-piping” – because they look like a wall 
of giant organ pipes. They are a reminder of Mount 
Kaputar’s volcanic past.

This issue contains useful and interesting 
information for TPI NSW members including an 
invitation to the Christmas-in-July luncheon on 
page 2 and a message about planning ahead and 
bereavement payments by TPI NSW Wellbeing 
Officer Kayleen Hoolihan on page 3. An opinion 

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ 
Association of New South Wales Limited

E-Newsletter May 2025

piece on the Management of the Kokoda Trail by 
The Hon Charlie Lynn, OAM, OL (PNG) appears on 
page 4. Letters to the Editor start on page 6 and 
Reunions are found on page 9.

If you have information that you would like to 
share with other TPI NSW Association members, 
please email me at the address below. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Welcome to the May 2025 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter 

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=


TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW 
Christmas-in-July Luncheon
The TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW Christmas-in-July Luncheon will be held at 
Barracks on Barrack, Level 1, 5 – 7 Barrack Street, Sydney on 
Tuesday 8 July 2025 at 12 noon for 12.30pm.
A three-course meal and drinks will be served. There will be lucky door prizes. 
The cost is $25 per person. If you would like a special meal please let us know.
If you would like to attend, please complete the form below and return 
it to the TPI NSW office by: Monday 23 June 2025. 
Mail: GPO Box 4429, Sydney NSW 2001 Email: office@tpinsw.org.au

PLEASE NOTE: We are no longer able to accept payments by telephone. 
Under Australian banking legislation, all payments require a signed 
authority or a pin from the payer. 

Name TPI Badge Number

Telephone (Home) Telephone (Mobile) Email Address

Number of People Attending Cost per Meal: $25.00 Total $

Total Payment $

PAYMENT METHOD (Tick Box)

INTERNET TRANSFER  CHEQUE MONEY ORDER VISA MASTERCARD 
BSB: 082 001   
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 025 402 663
Please quote your surname and 
badge number in the details
section of your internet payment.

CARD NO.

EXPIRY DATE

CVV NO.

CARDHOLDER NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT: $  ___________________  SIGNATURE _________________________________________________
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The TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW has recently 
had numerous enquiries from veterans wanting to 
nominate long term partner/s (who may not live 
in the same household) as their Nominated Next 
of Kin.  It is important that long-term partners be 
recognised as such with the Department of Veteran 
Affairs to ensure eligibility for the Bereavement 
Payment.  Further information can be found here

 

Bereavement Payments 
(VEA) Bereavement Payments help surviving 
partners meet immediate financial demands 
and, in some circumstances, also assist the 
estates of single veterans. Generally, no 
application is required because eligibility for 
payment (often by lump sum) will be assessed 
automatically. Bereavement payments are 
non-taxable. Payments are made if the 
deceased was in receipt of an Income Support 
Payment or Disability Compensation Payment 
from DVA, or an Income Support Payment 
from Centrelink at the time of death, and 
there is a surviving partner. If the deceased 
person was receiving two payments from 
DVA the surviving partner is entitled to two 
Bereavement Payments. If the deceased 
veteran was receiving an Income Support 
Payment from DVA but the surviving partner 
is receiving an Income Support Payment 
from Centrelink, the Bereavement Payment 
is payable by Centrelink. For a Bereavement 
Payment to be made, the couple must have 
been living together at the time of death 
or living separately for medical reasons or 
residential respite care. No Bereavement 
Payment is made in respect of war widow(er)’s 
pension.

Kayleen Hoolihan
Wellbeing Officer
Email: wellbeing@tpinsw.org.au

From the Wellbeing 
Officer

https://www.dva.gov.au/documents-and-publications/planning-ahead-kit
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Major Charlie Lynn is seeking support to 
have the Kokoda Trail managed by Veterans 
Affairs instead of the Department of Climate 
Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
(DCCEEW).

Opinion: Management of 
the Kokoda Trail 
A Message from Major Charlie Lynn, 
OAM, OL, Director, Adventure Kokoda

Return from Isurava: Some members of D Company, 39th Battalion, returning to their base camp after a battle at 
Isurava. Right to left: Warrant Officer 2 R. Marsh, Private (Pte) G. Palmer, Pte J. Manol, Pte J. Tonkins, Pte Arnold William 
Forrester and Gallipoli veteran Staff Sergeant J. Long. Their shoes sink deep in the mud on the hilly jungle track. 
Photographer: Damien Peter Parer. AWM Accession Number 013288. 

Canberra has not invested in the restoration and 
interpretation of a single battle site anywhere 
across the Trail (apart from the Isurava Memorial 
23 years ago), but they have spent millions on 
environment and climate change issues relating 
to World Heritage and other social programs 
unrelated to our shared military heritage.

The DCCEEW focus on managing the Kokoda 
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Trail as an aid-funded “environment park” for the 
benefit of foreign aid-funded officials, rather than 
as a “tourism enterprise” for the economic benefit of 
local villagers, has seen trekker numbers plummet 
by 42 per cent since DCCEEW took control in 2009!

The proper way to honour the military heritage 
of the Trail is to have it transferred to Veterans 
Affairs who are already responsible for other 
important overseas commemorative sites such as 
Gallipoli, Villers-Bretonneux (France), Hellfire Pass 
(Thailand), and Sandakan (Malaysia).

Our lobbying over many years of Government 
Ministers and the RSL to have Kokoda managed by 
Veterans Affairs has fallen on deaf ears due to the 
political clout of the Environment-Climate Change 
bureaucracy.

We therefore believe the only option we 
now have is to turn this into an election issue 
by harnessing our “people-power” to present a 
petition to both major parties and independents.

You can help by signing the petition on this link:
https://www.change.org/SaveKokoda

then sharing it with your family, friends and 
networks!

Please do not feel obligated to make a donation 
– we are not seeking money – only signatures.

If you need any further information on the 
need for the change you might like to refer to the 
following links:
•	 The Kokoda Trail: Chronology of 

Mismanagement: 2009 - 2019
•	 The Fallacy of World Heritage for the Kokoda Trail
•	 Environment Bill – A Suicide Note for Kokoda 

Tourism
•	 Mark Nizette – Kokoda Ringmaster?
•	 WTF has Kokoda got to do with Neocolonialism?
•	 A Blueprint for Pilgrimage Tourism across the 

Kokoda Trail

I sincerely hope you are able to take a few 
minutes to sign up and help save Kokoda.

Best regards,
Charlie

 
The Hon Charlie Lynn, OAM, OL (PNG)
Adventure Kokoda
Email: charlie@kokodatreks.com.au
www.kokodatreks.com
www.networkkokoda.net.au

A stamp printed in Australia circa 2010 shows the Kokoda 
Campaign. MMphotos / Alamy Stock Photo.

https://www.change.org/SaveKokoda
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2024/11/30/the-kokoda-trail-chronology-of-mismanagement-2009-2019/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2024/11/30/the-kokoda-trail-chronology-of-mismanagement-2009-2019/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2020/03/25/kokoda-trail-world-heritage-fact-or-fallacy/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2022/03/03/analysis-of-the-proposed-dfat-bill-for-a-new-kokoda-track-management-authority-ktma-act/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2022/03/03/analysis-of-the-proposed-dfat-bill-for-a-new-kokoda-track-management-authority-ktma-act/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2025/02/14/mark-nizette-kokoda-trail-ringmaster/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2025/02/14/wtf-has-kokoda-got-to-do-with-neocolonialism/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2025/03/03/a-blueprint-for-kokoda-pilgrimage-tourism/
https://blog.kokodatreks.com/2025/03/03/a-blueprint-for-kokoda-pilgrimage-tourism/
http://www.kokodatreks.com
http://www.networkkokoda.net.au
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Letters to the Editor
27 March 2025

Hi there

I seek your guidance before rushing off to DVA as 
my request is, or should be, simple.

I cannot work it out, nor can my wife who holds 
a PhD in Finance.

The payment schedule adjustment for TPI 
payments is every March and September.
•	 Sept 2023, it went to $1736
•	 March 2024, it went to $1766
•	 September 2024, it went to $1805
•	 March 2025, it went to $1812.

They cannot be CPI adjustments!
Many of my members at HQ1ATF Association are 

asking me about the above scenario!
Is there a simple solution to my question?

Thanks 
John Verhelst, MSc MBA, JP
Email:  jeverhelst@gmail.com

From TPI NSW CEO, John Szabo

28 March 2025

Hello John,
 
I hope you are well. 
 The half-yearly TPI pension adjustments are based 
on CPI for 6 months to 31 December and 30 June 
each year. The March 2025 increase was based on 
CPI for the 6 months ending 31/12/2024. According 
to the DVA website, the CPI for that period was 
0.4%.

In Australia, the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated (TPI) Special Rate Pension is adjusted 
twice yearly, on 20 March and 20 September, based 
on the higher of two indices:
1.	 Consumer Price Index (CPI) –  Measures 

changes in the cost of living by tracking the 
price movement of a basket of goods and 
services.

2.	 Male Total Average Weekly Earnings (MTAWE) 
– Reflects the average earnings of Australian 
males, indicating wage growth.

3.	 For the March 2025 adjustment, the increase 
was determined by the CPI. The CPI rose by 
0.4% over the six months leading up to 31 
December 2024. Consequently, the TPI Special 
Rate Pension payments increased by 0.4% 
effective from 20 March 2025.

This adjustment ensures that pension payments 
maintain their purchasing power in line with 
inflation. For detailed information on current 
pension rates, you can refer to the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs website: https://www.dva.gov.
au/newsroom/vetaffairs/vetaffairs-vol-40-no3-
december-2024/current-pensions-and-allowances

I hope this clarifies it for you and other members 
of your Association.

Best regards

John Szabo, CPA
Chief Executive Officer
Email:  ceo@tpinsw.org.au
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16 April 2025
 
Dear Editor 

Many thanks for my copy of the fully illustrated 
TPI newsletter. It is always packed with interesting 
articles. I was chuffed to see my backyard depicted 
in the bush scene in the latest copy. I have lived 
within a few kilometres of Mount Kaputar National 
Park since 1952. A great place to spend Christmas 
Day where the temperature is 12 degrees cooler 
than the sweltering Narrabri township of around 40 
degrees. 

May I update readers about the voluntary work 
I am currently undertaking which could directly 
affect Vietnam veterans who are members of the 
TPI Association when accessing applications for 
the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal (RVCM). 
With regard to the “wounded in action provision 
(WIA),” from 2022 consideration has been given 
to diagnosed psychological injuries incurred as a 
result of enemy action while serving in the Vietnam 
War. 

I wanted this widely advertised, however, my 
suggestion was not taken up by the decision 
makers. So, I decided to write to many ex-
servicemen’s associations, battalion and unit 
newsletters and other military organisations on 
social media explaining the ‘fresh’ interpretation. I 
have managed to create a confidential database of 
some 300 names. To date I have had 84 “successes” 
whereby the RVCM has been awarded and sent to 
veterans in the post. All these veterans, through 
no fault of their own, were unable to serve the 
“required” 181 days in South Vietnam. I have a lot 
more work to do with no cost to the individual. 

The letters/emails and telephone calls I have 
received from grateful veterans and families 
of those since deceased has/is making it all 
worthwhile. Some responses brought tears to 
my eyes. I couldn’t believe when I was told some 
did not march on Anzac Day because they were 
sick of being called “short timers” or “second-class 
veterans” by their comrades. With the RVCM they 
now intend to march proudly alongside their 

mates. Whilst children/grandchildren are wanting 
to march with their hero’s full complement of 
campaign and service medals. 

If there are members out there who served less 
than 181 days in Vietnam, have been diagnosed 
with PTSD or something similar and don’t have the 
RVCM I am more than happy to receive their email – 
with no guarantees. 

Finally, the main campaign, which I started in 
1996, to fully recognise some 2,500 National Service 
Vietnam Veterans from across the nation with the 
same medal continues in earnest. These men, who 
through no fault of their own, served at least 60 but 
less than 181 days, have been denied the RVCM. 
We are asking for equity, fairness and justice before 
they’re all gone. 

Thank you 
Richard Barry, OAM
Narrabri NSW 2390
N19252. 
[6RAR SVN 1969]
Email:  richyvon47@hotmail.com

The Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal (RVCM). 
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21 April  2025

To the Editor

I would like to inform Mr Max de Mestre-Allen 
that I take umbrage with what he has stated, 
that “anybody with eyesight could see [Lance 
Corporal “Dick” Bligh] was Aboriginal” [April 2025 E- 
Newsletter, page 6].

I identify as being Aboriginal, and I’ve been 
[Aboriginal] for 78 years. I’m what was/is commonly 
known as being a “Half Caste” (half white-half 
black). When I served in the Army (7RAR) there was 
only one colour which was GREEN. All who I served 
with not only accepted that I was of Aboriginal 
descent but treated me as an equal. If per chance 
Mr Max de Mestre-Allen would like to debate me on 
how to identify an Aboriginal, please forward my 
contact details on to him and I’ll be only too willing 
to do so. 

Regards 
Victor Bartley

Section Commander, Corporal Joe Danyluk of Port Kembla, 
NSW (right), and Aboriginal serviceman 1201998 Lance 
Corporal Richard Herbert “Dick” Bligh of Windsor, Qld, 
“take five” before commencing a search of a Viet Cong 
bunker system in the Long Hai Mountains during Operation 
Hamersley. Photographer: Peter Ward. AWM Accession 
Number: WAR/70/0106/VN.

Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare 
Club

YouTube video of the activities of the Blacktown & 
District TPI Social & Welfare Club in February, March 
and April 2025. Video supplied by Ian Brady: 

https://www.youtube.com/

Members of the Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare 
Club at their annual BBQ at Plough & Harrow Park. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sj56VQWUmdQ
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Reunions & Functions

Headquarters 1st Australian Task 
Force and D&E Platoon Reunion: 
17–21 November 2025

Wangaratta, Victoria
Painters Island Holiday Park, 
Pinkerton Crescent, Wangaratta, VIC 3677
Phone: 03 5721 3380
Email: stay@paintersislandcaravanpark.com.au 
Web: www.paintersislandcaravan.park.com.au

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 
1965 – 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the 
servicemen and women who served. HQ1ATF 
and its sub-unit Defence and Employment (D&E) 
Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry 
Platoon in South Vietnam, served from 1966 – 1972 
and encountered much enemy action during those 
years. 

Formerly held each two years, from 2024, 
HQ1ATF Association reunions will be held every 
November and 2025 will remember 54 years since 
we closed the gates of Nui Dat. This four-day 
event is an important part of the Association’s 
efforts in the healing process which is achieved 
through the continual networking of members and 
also importantly their partners and carers. With 
objectives to improve health and well-being and to 
reduce social isolation, the biennial reunion plays a 
significant role.

There will be ample time for members and 
families to spend time together over the four days 
of the reunion. On Wednesday 19 November a tour 
of the region, including the King Valley, will be 
undertaken, with a visit to the Ned Kelly Museum, 
followed by lunch at the Gracebrook Winery.

The Commemorative Dinner will be held on 
Thursday 20 November 2025 at the Gateway 
Motel Restaurant in Wangaratta. The dinner will 
be preceded by a Dedication Service at the RSL 
Memorial, (outdoors) located at 2 Templeton Street, 
Wangaratta. The service, at 5 PM, will be open to 
the public.

Wangaratta
The city is located two and a half hours north-east 
of Melbourne. The surrounding areas encompass 
the vineyards of the King Valley, the epicentre of 
regional food – the Milawa Gourmet Region and 
stories from eras past. Especially at the Glenrowan 
Museum.

Sufficient free time is allowed during the week 
for you to discover both Wangaratta and the 
region. Benalla is famous for its Sir Weary Dunlop 
monument, Glenrowan for the siege and capture 
of the Kelly gang, Eldorado and the Woolshed 
Valley for its 1800’s history and the wine region of 
Rutherglen. Both Ross and Noel will be giving us all 
some areas to visit over the following months.



10  // May 2025 TPI NSW E-Newsletter

To obtain our special rates when making 
reservations at the Painters Island Holiday Park 
(PIHP), please quote “Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
November 2025”.

The banner that Headquarters 1st Australian Task Force marched under at the Sydney Anzac Day parade in 2025. “Two full 
time army guys from Holsworthy were the holders of our banner. A most solemn event however the large crowds cheered us 
on over a few hours.” Photograph and caption courtesy of John Verhelst.

For details contact:
John Verhelst, JP 
Phone: 	 0437 212 121 or 
Email: 	 jeverhelst@gmail.com
www.hq1atf.org
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Defence Media Releases
Army and Air Force Health 
Set for Upgrade

2 May 2025 

Army and Air Force health support is set to receive 
improved definitive care capability, providing 
soldiers and aviators with access to a wide range 
of health and medical services, without leaving 
the battlefield. These upgrades reduce the risk of 
battlefield casualties, exposure to disease, provide 
on-the-ground treatment for health issues and 
access to the world’s best deployable health care. 

Dental officer Captain Austin Nguyen, of the 3rd 
Health Battalion, said the new equipment would 
enable Army and Air Force to treat personnel 

closer to where they were injured. “Treating the 
source of any issue ‘there and then’ maintains our 
personnel close to the battlespace and prevents 
strain on the logistics system and availability of 
our soldiers,” Captain Nguyen said. The deployable 
health system comes with a modular design, giving 
it the flexibly to set up any kind of clinic or ward, 
including physiotherapy, blood services, dentistry 
and resuscitation. 

In addition to flexibility, upgrades to equipment 
also include new tents, designed to keep areas 
clean in various environments and in all types of 
weather. 

Sergeant Joanne Reed, of the 3rd Health 
Battalion, said this would be an improvement 
compared with the issues she encountered in 
2024’s Operation Rhino Run. “The new tents allow 

Dental officer Captain Austin Nguyen, of 3rd Health Battalion, participates in the Joint Project 2060 Phase 3 Operational 
Testing and Evaluation of a new Role Three Minus. Photographer: Corporal Brandon Grey, Defence.
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Soldiers Ready for Real-
World Challenges

5 May 2025
 
Australian Army soldiers worked shoulder-to-
shoulder with Philippine and United States marines 
to dig in at the beachfront at Rizal, preparing 
to turn back a notional invasion on Philippine 
territory. This display of tri-nation integration and 
interoperability was part of a counter-landing live-
fire exercise in Palawan for Exercise Balikatan 2025. 

 Commanding Officer Battle Group Tiger and 
5th/7th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (5/7RAR) 
Lieutenant Colonel Hugh Grogan said Balikatan 
helped multinational forces develop shared tactics, 
techniques and procedures to enhance readiness 
and response capabilities for real-world challenges. 
“Working with the US and the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines during Balikatan 25 has been 
exceptional,” Lieutenant Colonel Grogan said. “It’s 

us to keep the clinic clean, keep the dust and wind 
out completely, have air-conditioning and stay dry 
during rain,” Sergeant Reed said.

Over three days in March, ADF personnel 
conducted Operational Test and Evaluation on 
systems and equipment to assess their viability in 
the field. Personnel from the 3rd Health Battalion 
ran scenarios to put a strain on the capability, 
ensuring the new health system is ready for 
any patient that comes through. Brigadier Colin 
Bassett, Director-General Platforms, said the testing 
reinforced how crucial this capability was.

“This system isn’t just about treating injuries – 
it’s about preventing further harm by ensuring we 
have the right medical support in place, at the right 
time,” Brigadier Bassett said. “The flexibility of this 
set-up means we can tailor it to different mission 
requirements, making a real difference in saving 
lives.”

Eamon McCaughan
Defence

Personnel from the Australian Army’s 5/7RAR, the United States Marines, the Philippine Marines and the Philippine Coast 
Guard pose for a photo during rehearsals of the counter-landing live-fire exercise as part of Balikatan 25. Photographer: 
Leading Seaman Kylie Jagiello, Defence.
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straight into subject-matter expert exchanges … 
trying to understand how we do things, and also 
teaching us things we didn’t know.

It’s demonstrated the professionalism across 
our forces and our capacity to integrate and work 
effectively at all levels of command.”

The well-rehearsed forces successfully executed 
the coastal defence mission.

The main event began with a maritime 
interdiction, which involved Philippine naval assets, 
shore-based heavy weapons systems, crew-served 
weapons and guided weapons systems, engaging 
with approaching notional adversary vessels. A 
defensive battle followed involving small arms 
operated by 5/7RAR soldiers, Philippine and US 
marines, fighting from fortified locations across 
the beach. The exercise concluded with Battle 
Group Tiger using long-range precision fire of the 
US Army’s High Mobility Artillery Rocket System 
(HIMARS) firing ripper shots at grids in the ocean.

Philippine Marine Corps’ Commanding General 
of the 3rd Marine Brigade, Brigadier General 

demonstrated the professionalism across our forces 
and our capacity to integrate and work effectively 
at all levels of command, showcasing the means in 
which we can work together in the lead-up to high-
level warfighting activities.”

Over a number of days, the multinational 
battlegroup planned and rehearsed tactical and 
medical drills to hone interoperability while 
enduring the intense jungle heat.

Captain Carter Collins, Echo Company 
Commander, US Marines, said working and training 
alongside Australian and Philippine forces was a 
great opportunity to exchange knowledge and 
cross-train to deploy effectively as a joint force. “The 
counter-landing live fire allows the US, Australian 
Defence Force and Philippine Marine Corps to get 
on a live-fire range and work through our defence 
and how we would notionally protect a beachhead 
and exchange tactics and procedures as we go 
through that process,” Captain Collins said. “It’s 
been fantastic to work with both the ADF and the 
Philippine Marine Corps. They have both jumped 

HIMARS: A US Army 1st Multi Domain Task Force High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) fires ripper shots at grids into 
the ocean during the counter-landing live-fire exercise as part of Balikatan 25.  Photographer:  Leading Seaman Kylie Jagiello, 
Defence
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Mangoroban, said the tri-nation integration 
demonstrated a shared commitment to supporting 
regional security. “Today we have witnessed some 
of the powers of our partner nations. We are very 
grateful for their participation. This is a community 
of like-minded nations pursuing a rules-based 
international order here on Exercise Balikatan,” 
Brigadier General Mangoroban said.

Australia’s contribution to Balikatan 2025 
included more than 260 ADF conventional and 

special forces from the Australian Army and 
Royal Australian Air Force, exercising tactical 
air components, coastal defence and security, 
sustainment, medical support, multinational 
coordination and humanitarian civic assistance. 
Australia’s participation in Balikatan 2025 marked 
the 40th iteration of this exercise.

Lieutenant Emily Tinker
Defence

Explore the New DVA 
Website – Test Site Now 
Open!

5 May 2025

Changes are underway to the DVA website to help 
veterans, their families, advocates, and providers 
find the information and support they need — 
faster and easier.

These changes are based on feedback from the 
DVA community through co-design workshops, 
surveys and user testing. Now, we need your help 
to make sure we’re getting it right!

What’s new?
•	 A refreshed, modern design for a more 

accessible and user-friendly experience
•	 New service-focused navigation to help you find 

information quickly
•	 Refreshed content of popular pages to make it 

easier to understand

Explore and share your feedback
Visit the test site, try out the new navigation, check 
out the new design, and submit your feedback 
directly through the site using the ‘feedback slider’ 
on the right-hand side of the screen. beta.dva.gov.
au

In time the DVA website will also include new 
search functionality to help you find what you’re 
looking for easily and quickly. While the test site 
includes all DVA content, it’s for exploration and 
feedback purposes only. Please continue to use the 
main DVA website [dva.gov.au] for information and 
to complete any actions — such as submitting a 
web form or making an enquiry. 

Learn more and read FAQs at the test website.
For any questions, please email WEBSITE.

ENHANCEMENT.PROJECT@dva.gov.au 
Thanks in advance for sharing your input to help 

ensure the enhanced DVA website truly meets the 
needs of the veteran community. 

DVA Media Release

https://beta.dva.gov.au/welcome-our-dva-test-website
https://beta.dva.gov.au/
https://beta.dva.gov.au/
http://dva.gov.au
mailto:https://beta.dva.gov.au/welcome-our-dva-test-website?subject=
mailto:WEBSITE.ENHANCEMENT.PROJECT%40dva.gov.au?subject=
mailto:WEBSITE.ENHANCEMENT.PROJECT%40dva.gov.au?subject=
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Meet at Club Blacktown (RSL)
Second Ave Blacktown
Third Monday of the Month at 10:30 am
All Welcome

About our association
The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia 
Inc. (P.V.A. Australia Inc.) is a not-for-profit, non-
government, voluntary organisation – we do not 
have any paid workers, all are volunteers.  P.V.A. 
is not funded by government – our funding is 
derived from membership fees, applying for grants, 
donations and fundraising.

P.V.A. believes that there is a great need for 
support for all partners/carers, widows/widowers 
and families of Australian veterans, both now and 
in the future, as our defence forces continue to be 
deployed to areas of conflict throughout the world.  
Our aim is not only to support the partners of our 
generation, but also to consider the needs of all 
future generations and to have in place a support 
network that was not available when many of our 
veterans returned from their war service.

Our vision 
A community where all partners of past and 
present members of the Australian Defence Force 
(ADF), their Allies and their families are recognised 
and their wellbeing is vital in achieving healthy 
members of Society.  

Our mission
As the national body, voice and focus for all 
partners of past and present members of the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF), their allies and 
their families, we are committed to providing every 
support and assistance practicable for their welfare, 
health and special needs.  This is achieved by our 
key role of providing leadership and advocacy for 

health and welfare promoting strategies, policy and 
program development that assists partners and 
their dependants and descendants.

Our alliance in the Defence family
P.V.A. Australia Inc. is a member of the Alliance 
of Defence Service Organisations (ADSO), which 
comprises many of Australia’s major military ex-
service organisations (ESO). The Alliance represents 
a significant number of members of Australia’s 
Defence Family on national advocacy and 
representative matters to the Australian Parliament 
and all political parties. Its aim is to promote and 
protect the conditions and well-being of the 
Defence Family that embraces over three million 
people. Click here for more information about 
ADSO.

For further information contact:
Patricia Ross
Phone: 	 0410 519 063
Email: 	 pwross70@outlook.com
P.V.A. national website: https://www.pva.org.au/
P.V.A. NSW branch: https://www.pva.org.au/p-v-
a-state-branches/nsw-branch

Partners of Veterans 
Association Blacktown

Supported by the Blacktown RSL Sub-Branch

https://adso.org.au/
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Contact and Feedback
We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we 
are doing, please contact us through the 
following channels:

By Post: 
TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW
GPO Box 4429
Sydney NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216

Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation 
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of 
New South Wales Limited.
TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation 
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
• Representation  • Wellbeing  • Camaraderie  • Commemoration

The Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare Club’s 
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and 
experience our club.
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL 
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings. 

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members 
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant 
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held 
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, 
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more 
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact Ian Brady 

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to 
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare 
Club in the state, with a different activity each 
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.
•	 Social events are subsidised. 
•	 Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted 

once per year.
•	 The purpose of this invitation is to encourage 

TPIs to join our club and participate and 
socialize.

•	 You are encouraged to join the TPI Association 
of NSW to give it strength in numbers when 
dealing with government.

Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
(TPIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
http://www.tpinsw.org.au
mailto:ibrady%40bigpond.net.au?subject=

