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MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Held 1.00 pm on Tuesday, 22 October 2024 at the 
Combined Services RSL Club 

5-7 Barrack Street, Sydney NSW. 
 

Chair: Kevin Kelly  
 

 
Opening:   The Chairman opened the meeting, welcomed members, and recited the ‘Ode’.  

 
Apologies: Eight (8) apologies were recorded on the apologies sheet: 
 

Ken Wood; Len Vine; George Lane; Bruce Campbell; Stan Malicki; Rod Holtham; Andy 
Brown and Alan Abrahams. 
 

Attendance: Forty-five (45) members were present and recorded in the attendance book. A further 37 
valid proxies were received. 
 
The Chairman then requested the Company Secretary, Mr. John Szabo, to conduct the proceedings. 

 
1. Minutes of the previous annual general meeting held on 24 October 2023: 

 
   Motion that the minutes be received.   

Moved:   Bruce Pawley 
Seconded:  John Thornton 

   THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 
  

2. Business arising from the minutes:  
 

It was pointed out that Rod Collier’s surname was spelt incorrectly in the minutes, and the 
Secretary was instructed to correct the record. 
 
There was no further business arising from the minutes. 
  

3. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous annual general meeting held on 24 October 2023: 
 
Motion that the minutes be confirmed. 
Moved:   Harvey Porter 
Seconded:  Ian Brady. 

   THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 
  



4. Statutory Reports of the Board of Directors for the 2024 financial year. 
Motion that the statutory reports of the Board of Directors, including the audited financial report, 
be received.  

   
Moved:   John Hoban  
Seconded:  Mal Botfield. 
THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 

 
5. Audited Financial Report for the 2024 financial year. 

Motion that the Audited Financial Report comprising statements of Profit and Loss, Financial 
Position, Changes in Equity, and Cash Flows, together with notes to financial statements for the 
year ended 30 June 2024 and the Independent Auditor’s Report be received. 

   
Moved:   John Davison 
Seconded:  Phil Hincks. 
THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 

 
Questions arising from the Audited Financial Report for the 2024 financial year: 

   No questions were received prior to the deadline of 15 October 2024. 
 
Motion that the Statutory Reports of the Board of Directors and the Audited Financial Report for 
the 2024 financial year be adopted.  
 
Moved:   Geoff Graham 
Seconded:  Steve Emerson. 
THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 

 
6. Appointment of Auditor 

Motion that Mr. Leslie Pines Chartered Accountant, be re-appointed as auditor of the Company.  
 
Moved:   Keith Pratt 
Seconded:  Phil Hurren 
THE MOTION WAS DECLARED CARRIED. 

 
7. Declaration of Directors. 

The Company Secretary advised the meeting that under the new constitution (adopted in 2023), all current 
directors remained in office until the 2025 annual general meeting, or until such time as they chose to retire 
prior to the 2025 AGM. The following members would therefore continue as directors for 2025: 

 
- Stephen Emerson OAM JP 
- John Hoban  
- Philip Hurren 
- Kevin Kelly  
- Harold Lowe 
- Ronald O’Connor JP 
- William Roberts OAM JP 
- Leslie Vincent 
 

8. Special Resolution 
The following special resolution of the Company was circulated to all financial members of the company 
with the notice of annual general meeting: 
 
“That Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of New South Wales Limited, in 
accordance with section 136(2) of the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), amends its Constitution in the form 
annexed to this resolution, effective from the date of this resolution”. 

 
  



Questions or comments from the floor: 
 

- John Thornton spoke against the amendments to the membership criteria, suggesting they be 
delayed until the Federal government finalised its legislative changes.  

 
- John Davison questioned whether the amendments included EDA veterans. The Company 

Secretary advised that the new clauses were aimed at being broad enough to allow the 
membership to grow to include TPI equivalent veterans, and at the same time wait for changes to 
veterans’ legislation. The board’s current view is that the constitution is by no means final and can 
be adapted for future changes. 

 
- Bruce Pawley spoke against the amendments to the membership criteria, suggesting that the 

Board wait until the legislative changes have been finalised. 
 

- Phil Hurren, Director, said the aim of the constitutional changes was driven by the members. The 
members have been asking for the membership criteria to be broadened since the 2022-member 
survey, and earlier. The board’s aim with these changes is to capture (as members) those TPIs 
who would have been classified as TPIs under the older acts of parliament (if not for changes in 
legislation) and therefore be eligible for membership. TPIs who are covered under the newer acts 
would have now have home – being TPI NSW. When the new legislation is introduced in 2026, 
the Board can revisit and fine-tune the membership criteria with the approval of the members. The 
constitution is a working document that can be amended to reflect changing circumstances, rather 
than something that is written, approved and locked away never to be amended. 

 
Following these discussions, The Company Secretary called for a vote of the members on the resolution. 
A total of 30 votes were cast in favour and 15 votes against, with 37 valid proxies held by the Chairman all 
voting in favour. Accordingly, the resolution was carried (67 in favour, 15 against). 

 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked the members for their attendance and declared 
the meeting closed at 1.40pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed (Chairman) 

 
Dated: 22nd day of October 2024 


