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Our October E-Newsletter header photograph 
features the view from Sublime Point lookout at 
Leura, NSW.

This issue contains useful and interesting 
information for TPI NSW members. An invitation 
to the TPI NSW Christmas luncheon appears 
on page 2. A tribute to TPI NSW Director Steve 
Emerson, who has retired from the TPI NSW Board 
after 20 years of service, begins on page 3. TPI 
NSW Wellbeing Officer Kayleen Hoolihan also 
departed in September and a tribute to Kayleen’s 
contributions to TPI NSW appears on page 5.

Information about applications for the AVCAT 
Scholarship program appears on page 6. Reunions 

Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ 
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and functions are found from page 7 onwards. A 
special offer for free, simple will preparation for TPI 
NSW members from Hanna Lawyers in Wollongong 
is found on page 11. Defence Media Releases start 
on page 13.

If you have information that you would like to 
share with other TPI NSW Association members, 
please email me at the address below. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Welcome to the October 2025 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter 

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
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TPI Veterans’ Association of 
NSW Christmas Luncheon
The TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW Christmas Luncheon will be 
held at Club York, Level 1, 99 York Street, Sydney on
 Tuesday 2 December 2025 at 12 noon for 12.30pm
A three-course meal and drinks will be served. 
There will be lucky door prizes. The cost is $25 per person.  
If you need a special meal please let us know.
If you’d like to attend, please complete the form below and 
return it to the TPI NSW office by: Tuesday 11 November 2025 
Mail: GPO Box 4429, Sydney NSW 2001  Email: office@tpinsw.org.au

PLEASE NOTE: we are no longer able to accept payments by telephone. 
Under Australian banking legislation, all payments require a signed 
authority or a pin from the payee. 

Name TPI Badge Number

Telephone (Home) Telephone (Mobile) Email Address

Number of People Attending Cost per Meal: $25.00 Total $

Total Payment $

PAYMENT METHOD (Tick Box)

INTERNET TRANSFER  CHEQUE MONEY ORDER VISA MASTERCARD 
BSB: 082 001   
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 025 402 663
Please quote your surname and 
badge number in the details
section of your internet payment.

CARD NO.

EXPIRY DATE

CVV NO.

CARDHOLDER NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT: $  ___________________  SIGNATURE _________________________________________________
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Today we pay tribute to Steve Emerson. Steve 
served as a Director of TPI NSW for more than 20 
years. He has been a wonderful servant of the 
Association, an important contributor to advancing 
the welfare of our members, and an invaluable 
support to the Directors and staff of TPI NSW for 
many years.

In addition to his service as a director of TPI 
NSW, Steve Emerson’s services to veterans and their 
families include Vietnam Veterans’ Peacekeepers’ 
and Peacemakers’ Association of Australia 
(VVPPAA) New South Wales Branch executive 
positions; RSL, City of Fairfield Sub-Branch, 
VVPPAA Representative; Parade Marshall and 

Master of Ceremonies, Anzac and Remembrance 
Day commemorations; Veterans’ and Veterans’ 
Families Counselling Service Volunteer and VVPPAA 
Representative, since 2002. Steve also helped set 
up the Operation Life suicide prevention program. 
In 2018, Steve was awarded the Medal of the 
Order of Australia (OAM) for service to veterans 
and their families. Steve said that  receiving this 
honour made him feel that he was on cloud nine. 
“My feet have only just started to touch the ground 
again,” said Steve after receiving the award. “It’s a 
wonderful feeling.” 

Steve Emerson served in the Vietnam War and 
said it was some of his darkest moments during 
the war that led him to become so involved with 
veterans and ex-servicemen’s organisations and 
outreach programs. “I medically retired from work 
after going through a bad spot,” said Steve. “I had 
PTSD from the war years and after retirement found 
myself frustrated. That’s how I got into volunteer 
work with the Vietnam Veterans’ Federation at 
Granville. I loved it, I still do. It was extremely 
therapeutic to be able to help people just 
beginning to go through the things I went through, 
and I’ve stuck with it ever since,” he said. As part of 
his volunteer work, Steve has been working as a 
veteran’s advocate and counselling liaison.

Steve and his wife Pam moved to Bateau Bay just 
over 18 months ago to be closer to their son and 
three grandchildren. When he is not volunteering 
in Sydney, Steve spends time getting used to his 
new home on the central coast and enjoying the 
perks of coastal living. “I was a mad surfer back in 
the day and, since moving here, I have connected 
with the Retired Surfers Fraternity and have been 
really enjoying the Surf Club at Toowoon Bay. My 

TPI NSW Director Steve 
Emerson OAM Retires

Steve Emerson at his farewell lunch in September 2025.
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son’s family is heavily involved in Nippers here 
and Pam and I find ourselves becoming more 
and more involved,” he added. When asked about 
the highlights of his volunteer work, Steve said 
it was simply a matter of giving. “Being able to 
help veterans, ex-servicemen, and their families, 
with their pensions or their emotional issues, or 
whatever else I can, has been a wonderful way to 
spend the last 20 years. “Helping people live their 
best lives after service is truly an honour,” Steve said.

SERVICE
Military Service
National Serviceman with deployment to South 
Vietnam from 22/10/69 to 22/10/70. Steve was part 
of the Royal Australian Engineers and was initially at 
Vũng Tàu for a short time. However, he spent most 
of his tour at Nui Dat, which was the task force area.

Vietnam Veterans Peacekeepers and 
Peacemakers Association of Australia
•	 New South Wales Branch Member, since 2000
•	 Volunteer, since 2000
•	 Pension Officer, since 2001
•	 New South Wales Branch Committee Member, 

since 2002
•	 Volunteer, Country Outreach Advocacy 

Programs, since 2001
•	 New South Wales Branch Vice President, since 

2024.
Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Veterans’ 
Association of NSW
•	 Member, since 1999
•	 Director, since 2005.

Returned and Services League of Australia
•	 City of Fairfield Sub-Branch
•	 Member and VVPPAA Representative, current
•	 Parade Marshall and Master of Ceremonies, 

Anzac and Remembrance Day commemorations.

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling 
Service
•	 Volunteer and VVPPAA Representative, since 

2002
•	 Assisted with foundation of the Operation Life 

suicide prevention program.

Community
•	 Awarded the Order of Australia (OAM) for 

services to veterans and their families in 2018
•	 Toowoon Bay Surf Lifesaving Club member and 

Little Nippers supporter
•	 Keen paddle board enthusiast.

Bill Roberts OAM
TPI NSW director

Ron O’Connor JP
TPI NSW director

Correction 
Regarding the Service of Brian Privett, 
1 Field Regiment (1 Fd Regt, RAA) 
Australian Army

A condolence letter and the “Marched On” 
section of Spring 2025 Salute incorrectly 
identified Brian Privett as having served in 
the RAAF. Gladys Privett has advised that 
Brian Privett was not a member of the RAAF 
and, instead, served in the Australian Army 
with 1 Field Regiment (1 Fd Regt, RAA). The 
TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW apologises 
for this error.
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TPI NSW is sad to say goodbye to Wellbeing Officer 
Kayleen Hoolihan. Kayleen is relocating to Adelaide 
with her husband Bob, who has a new job there.

The Board was very happy with the work done 
by Kayleen from January 2024 to October 2025. 
Kayleen’s dedication, compassion and practical 
efforts made a genuine difference to TPI NSW 
members’ lives. The assistance given by Kayleen to 
many TPIs in myriad ways made her an important 
part of the TPI NSW team. Kayleen helped to 
make the TPI NSW environment more supportive 
and empathetic. Her legacy will stay with the 
Association long after her departure. We will miss 

Farewell to Wellbeing 
Officer Kayleen Hoolihan

Left to right: Wellbeing Officer Kayleen Hoolihan, CEO John 
Szabo and Vice President Harry Lowe at the farewell lunch 
for Kayleen and Steve following the TPI NSW members 
meeting in September 2025.

Kayleen, but we’ll be keen to hear about the next 
chapter in her journey. We wish Kayleen happiness 
and success with her new life in South Australia. 
Wherever Kayleen works next will be lucky to have 
her.

Kayleen has set a high standard for her 
replacement. Information about the new Wellbeing 
Officer will be provided as it comes to hand. If TPI 
NSW members have wellbeing matters to discuss 
they can contact the Association on:
Phone: (02) 9235 1466 or 1800 649 216  

Medical Grade Footwear

Veteran Gold and White Card holders may be 
eligible to receive Medical Grade Footwear (MGF) 
through a DVA program. MGF can be ready made 
or modified to your requirements. MGF may 
be prescribed when readily available everyday 
footwear cannot be used or modified due to 
your foot structure or clinical reasons. Further 
information from DVA can be found here. A register 
of DVA-approved ready-made MGF providers and 
further information for health providers is available 
here.

https://www.dva.gov.au/what-we-help-with/health-support/allied-health/medical-grade-footwear
https://www.dva.gov.au/providers/programs-services-information-for-providers/medical-grade-footwear
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AUSTRALIAN VETERANS1

� CHILDREN ASSISTANCE TRUST 

AVCAT SCHOLARSHIPS 
Tertiary scholarships for children and grandchildren of 

Australian ex-serving veterans 

$4000-$6000 a year, for 3 years 
Eligibility: Australian residency or citizenship, child or 
grandchild of an Australian ex-serving veteran, full-time 
tertiary student in 2026 enrolled in a minimum one-year 
course at uni, TAFE or an RTO and in receipt of, or eligible to 
receive, a means-tested Commonwealth educational benefit - 
Youth Allowance, ABSTUDY, or Veterans' Children Education 
Scheme (VCES) or Military Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Act Education and Training Scheme (MRCAETS) in 2026.

Applications open Vietnam Veterans' Day 
18 August 2025 

And close midnight 31 October 2025 
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Reunions & Functions

When: Most attendees have already booked from 
Tuesday 21 October to Tuesday 4 November 2025. 

Where: Sawtell Beach Holiday Park (SBHP) – 5 
Lyons Road Sawtell NSW 2452; 1800 200 555. It’s 
suggested you book early and quote booking 
number 123694 to secure a 10% discount. Mention 
Army Reunion or 10th intake. 

Who: All those who were called up October 
1967 plus wives and partners. Guests welcomed. 
Overseas service not a prerequisite.

Memorial Service: Thursday 23 October 2025 
at 0845 hours in the Old Camp Kitchen (SBHP). 
Brief service followed by BYO breakfast/morning 
tea. Casual dress. Medals optional. Returnable 
pamphlets will be available. Group photograph.

Old Camp Kitchen: Morning smokos and HAPPY 
HOUR at 1600 hours or alternative caravan/motor 
home/cabin sites around the park. Cards and 
intriguing informal board games.

Dinners: There will be organised dinners either 
at the RSL, bowling club (Chinese) or a seafood 
restaurant (Fishtales). The Sawtell RSL has very 

cheap pensioner lunches every day. 

Activities: Barefoot Bowls, Croquet, Disc Bowls 
(Queensland versus NSW). The overall winner to be 
inscribed on the John Mason Memorial trophy. The 
State of Origin Trivia winner will be inscribed on the 
Dick Irons Perpetual trophy. 

Other Activities: Sessions at the various Sawtell 
coffee shops. Secret Women’s Business. Various trips 
to nearby venues for lunch. Bushwalking. Friendly 
games of pool at the RSL. 

Singalong Saturday 25 October 2025 led by a 
lovely 1968/69 Vietnam entertainer. A whiteboard 
will be on display in the Old Camp Kitchen showing 
daily activities. 

Last Night: Pizza delights in the Old Camp Kitchen 
– pay as you go (bulk orders). Fun, friendship and 
fraternity. Safe journey home. 

Registration: No entrance or registration fees. 
Donations graciously accepted. 

Richard Barry, OAM
Email: richyvon47@hotmail.com

10th Intake National Service Reunion (1967 to 1969) – Sawtell 
2025
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Attention: All elements of the regiment who 
served in Vietnam in 1968/69, partners and friends

Don’t miss this opportunity to visit the National 
Vietnam Veterans Museum, Phillip Island with 
others of the Regiment

To attend please register by email with 
Trevor Bryant at trevjeanbryant@gmail.com
or phone Ross Alexander OAM, 0417 385 406 

It is hoped this reunion will take place as 
planned and that we may all come together 
once more to share our memories and rekindle 
old mateships. An overview of the programme is 
below. For full details of the reunion, suggested 
accommodation etc email Trevor Bryant (email 
above). All meals and accommodation is to be 
paid for personally except for Thursday lunch, 
Remembrance Dinner and refreshments, transport 
and entry costs – estimated cost approximately 
$140. Mid-August we plan to email you with 
details of the final cost and request any dietary 
requirements etc 

Wednesday 22 October 2025
Arrive Phillip Island
4.00pm: Meet and Greet, Phillip Island RSL Cowes

Thursday 23 October 2025    
Visit National Vietnam Veterans Museum 
Visit Grand Prix Circuit
Commemorative  Service and Dedication of plaque 
in Museum’s Garden of Reflection 
Remembrance Dinner in the Vung Tau Room of the 
Museum 

Friday 24 October 2025  
At leisure and final night dinner 

Don’t miss this opportunity to visit the National 
Vietnam Veterans Museum and also hear 
about the future building plans for this unique, 
interactive collection of images, artefacts,  
memorabilia, aircraft, helicopters, vehicles that 
seeks to remember, interpret and understand the 
experience of those veterans who served in the 
Vietnam War for Australia .

Ross Alexander OAM 
HQ BTY 12 Fld Regiment 

12 Field Regiment RAA Vietnam 1968/69 

Phillip Island Reunion, 22 – 24 October 2025
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I N V I T A T I O N

K O K O D A  D A Y

To Be Held On
Monday 3 November 2025, Commencing at 
10:30am

Guest Speaker
Capt. The Honourable Dennis Cowdroy AO KC RAN 
(Ret)
Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway, Rhodes/Rotary 
Park, Killoola Street, Concord

The Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway Board cordially 
invite you to a ceremony to commemorate 

For catering purposes, please RSVP by 27 October 
2025
Email: admin@kokodawalkway.com.au
Phone: 0499 874 066  /  02 9166 0890 (10am – 
2pm)

Dress: Lounge Suit/Decorations
Parking: Free parking is available in Lovedale Place, 
entry via Killoola Street Concord

Kokoda Day
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Headquarters 1st Australian Task 
Force and D&E Platoon Reunion: 
17–21 November 2025

Wangaratta, Victoria
Painters Island Holiday Park, 
Pinkerton Crescent, Wangaratta, VIC 3677
Phone: 03 5721 3380
Email: stay@paintersislandcaravanpark.com.au 
Web: www.paintersislandcaravan.park.com.au

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 
1965 – 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the 
servicemen and women who served. HQ1ATF 
and its sub-unit Defence and Employment (D&E) 
Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry 
Platoon in South Vietnam, served from 1966 – 1972 
and encountered much enemy action during those 
years. 

Formerly held each two years, from 2024, 
HQ1ATF Association reunions will be held every 
November and 2025 will remember 54 years since 
we closed the gates of Nui Dat. This four-day 
event is an important part of the Association’s 
efforts in the healing process which is achieved 
through the continual networking of members and 
also importantly their partners and carers. With 
objectives to improve health and well-being and to 
reduce social isolation, the biennial reunion plays a 
significant role.

There will be ample time for members and 
families to spend time together over the four days 
of the reunion. On Wednesday 19 November a tour 
of the region, including the King Valley, will be 
undertaken, with a visit to the Ned Kelly Museum, 

followed by lunch at the Gracebrook Winery.
The Commemorative Dinner will be held on 

Thursday 20 November 2025 at the Gateway 
Motel Restaurant in Wangaratta. The dinner will 
be preceded by a Dedication Service at the RSL 
Memorial, (outdoors) located at 2 Templeton Street, 
Wangaratta. The service, at 5pm, will be open to the 
public.

Wangaratta
The city is located two and a half hours north-east 
of Melbourne. The surrounding areas encompass 
the vineyards of the King Valley, the epicentre of 
regional food – the Milawa Gourmet Region and 
stories from eras past. Especially at the Glenrowan 
Museum.

Sufficient free time is allowed during the week 
for you to discover both Wangaratta and the 
region. Benalla is famous for its Sir Weary Dunlop 
monument, Glenrowan for the siege and capture 
of the Kelly gang, Eldorado and the Woolshed 
Valley for its 1800’s history and the wine region of 
Rutherglen. Both Ross and Noel will be giving us all 
some areas to visit over the following months.

To obtain our special rates when making 
reservations at the Painters Island Holiday Park 
(PIHP), please quote “Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
November 2025”.

For details contact:
John Verhelst, JP 
Phone: 	 0437 212 121 or 
Email: 	 jeverhelst@gmail.com
www.hq1atf.org
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The 2015 recipient of the TPI NSW Scholarship, Ms. 
Jordan Vincent, Senior Associate of Hanna Lawyers, 
together with the principals of the practice, 
are offering free simple Wills to TPI members in 
gratitude for their service. 

Offer 
Free simple Wills 
(valued at $330 incl GST each) to members of the 
TPI Veterans’ Association.

Simple Wills 
discounted to $175 incl GST for the spouse of any 
member of TPI NSW taking up the offer, where the 
Will is generally similar to that of their partner/
spouse.

Power of Attorney and Appointment of 
Enduring Guardian documents 
discounted to $175 incl GST per document 
(normally valued at $330 incl GST each) for TPI 
members and their spouse.

Process
Those members who wish to take up the offer 
should download and complete the form for 
preparation of a simple Will at this link and forward 
same to office@hannalawyers.com.au. 

Once received, the member will receive an email 

Special Offer from Hanna Lawyers
confirming the date and time that they will receive 
a telephone call from Hanna Lawyers to take their 
telephone instructions. 

During the telephone call to take instructions, 
a meeting will be scheduled with the member to 
attend our office in Market Street, Wollongong 
(which is accessible by ramp and lift) to sign their 
new Wills. 

Offer closure 
This offer will be open until 30 November 2025. 

https://tpinsw.org.au/?page_id=2978
mailto:office%40hannalawyers.com.au?subject=
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Contact Details

Full legal name as it appears on your NSW Drivers 
Licence/Passport

If your spouse is also taking preparing a Will, full 
legal name of spouse as it appears on NSW Drivers 
Licence/Passport

If either of you are known by any other names, 
please provide details  

Residential address

Postal address (if different to residential address)

Telephone (preferably mobile number) for yourself 
and your spouse, if they are having a Will prepared

E-mail for yourself and spouse, if they are having a 
Will prepared

Simple Will Instructions

Full legal name of your Executor/s
Your Executor is the person who will be 
responsible to dispose of your body and deal with 
your estate. Your Executor can be a Beneficiary 
but must be over 18 years, of sound mind 
and preferably someone that lives in NSW. We 
encourage you to nominate two Executors, to 
either act jointly or in substitution to each other.

Full legal name of your Beneficiary/ies and the 
nature of gift you would like to leave them e.g. the 
whole/part of your estate or a specific gift such 
as your motor vehicle or a sum of money. If you 
would like to leave a gift to charity, please give the 
legal name of the charitable organisation.  	

Would you like to include a ‘grandchildren clause’? 
This clause states that if any child of yours who is 
entitled to take under your Will, predeceases you, 
their child/ren will take what their parent would 
have received under the Will	

Any directions about disposal of your body?	

	

Hanna Lawyers Form
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Defence Media Releases

Navy Launches New Eye in 
the Sky

3 October 2025 

A sunny day in Jervis Bay was the backdrop for 
822X Squadron’s first launch and recovery of Navy’s 
newest uncrewed aircraft system (UAS). The system, 
known as Integrator, is a fixed-wing platform 
capable of up to 16 hours of flight time, with a 
maximum speed of more than 90 knots. Capable of 
carrying a variety of payloads, the Integrator offers 
Navy a crucial set of eyes and ears in the sky.

Commander Fleet Air Arm Commodore 
Matthew Royals reflected on Navy’s adoption of 
the Integrator UAS. “The realisation of Integrator 

has progressed from concept to first flight in just 
six months, an achievement that truly embodies 
the speed to capability intent, and a reflection of 
the hard work and commitment of a relatively small 
group of people across a range of organisations,” 
Commodore Royals said.

A week before the flight, 822X Squadron began 
the set up at Jervis Bay Airfield and validated 
approach profiles in the simulator. Ensuring all 
processes and checklists were safe, the remote 
pilot warfare officers and aviation technicians 
worked tirelessly in preparation for the first launch. 
Anticipation was high as the UAS was loaded onto 
the launcher. The operators stood ready, eager 
for launch. At the pilot’s command, the Integrator 
surged skyward, marking a return to flight for 822X 
Squadron. Integrator flew the skies of Jervis Bay 

Navy’s Integrated Capability System (NICS) on its inaugural flight. Photographer:  Commander Simon Lam, Defence.
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for 3.1 hours incrementally validating approach 
profiles, terrain clearances, and communication 
links, before momentously returning to the airfield 
for recovery. The system entered final approach, 
and the wing of the aircraft successfully caught the 
Skyhook.

The pilot, Acting Sub-Lieutenant Clinton 
Adams, said the launch was an exciting moment 
for the squadron. “Being in control of these large 
uncrewed aircraft is both thrilling and an awesome 
opportunity, especially given the emerging 
technology in this space,” Acting Sub-Lieutenant 
Adams said.

Following months of rigorous training, 
preparation and integration, 822X Squadron 
has officially transitioned to operations with the 
Integrator and begins a new phase in uncrewed 
operations in Navy.

Sub-Lieutenant Brodie Whitbread 
Defence

Brigadier Jennifer Harris greets Timor-Leste Defence Force Air Force Private Sigia da Cruz Clara Gonçalves, during the 
Women’s Development Program in Dili. Photographer: Leading Aircraftwoman Nell Bradbury, Defence.

Female Soldiers Inspired 
to Lead

3 October 2025 

One of the biggest obstacles for young women 
around the globe aspiring to be part of their 
national security architecture is the self-evident 
truth, “You can’t be, what you can’t see.” For this 
reason, it is imperative young and aspiring female 
Defence and security personnel have the chance to 
meet and learn from female pioneers who have not 
only had long and rewarding careers in Defence, 
but excelled in their chosen fields.

As part of Indo-Pacific Endeavour 25 (IPE25) 
in Timor-Leste, the topic has been discussed in 
detail over a three-day gender development 
program, hosted within the Australian-Timor-
Leste Defence Cooperation Program (DCP). 
During the program, female Timor-Leste Defence 
Force (F-FDTL) personnel met with members of 
the Australian Defence Force Gender Peace and 
Security team to discuss the history of Timorese 
women’s participation in peace and security and 
the role gender plays in military operations – within 
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the framework of United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 1325 Women, Peace and Security (2000).

The forum culminated with an informative 
talk led by Commander Indo-Pacific Endeavour 
Brigadier Jennifer Harris, who assumes command of 
the Australian Army’s 7th Brigade in Brisbane in six 
months. “I have seen first-hand how tough change 
can be, but it is networks like these that have been 
critical to my journey. It is why these engagements 
are particularly special,” Brigadier Harris said. “I think 
the F-FDTL is now making women feel confident 
that they can do the jobs men can do. We enter into 
the F-FDTL to continue the heroism of the women 
who died in the jungle.”

With women making up 50 per cent of the 
general population, Brigadier Harris explained 
it was imperative for successful, future-focused 
militaries to bolster female representation at all 
ranks. “Maximising female participation is not just 
right, it is a true capability multiplier. As security 
professionals we appreciate how important it is to 
understand the human terrain we operate in. It’s 
key to understanding our operating environment,” 
Brigadier Harris said. “Whether you’re on patrol, 
engaging civil society, supporting disaster 
response, or planning stabilisation missions, having 
diverse perspectives ensures we don’t have blind 
spots. We can truly understand our environment, 
the power structures and society dynamics. This can 
mean the difference between success and failure.”

F-FDTL Air Force Private Sigia da Cruz Clara 
Gonçalves has attended the gender development 
program forum for two years and said it’s already 
given her unlimited opportunities. “I was very 
excited to visit RAAF Base Darwin where we were 
showed how to control aircraft in Air Traffic Control. 
Because of this opportunity, when I came home, 
my lieutenant recommended me to gain further 
qualifications to carry out these duties,” Private 
Gonçalves said. 

Private Gonçalves said the F-FDTL recognised 
the contribution women could make in Defence, 

following in the footsteps of those who served as 
Fretilin freedom fighters in the jungles of Timor-
Leste during the war of independence. “I think the 
F-FDTL is now making women feel confident that 
they can do the jobs men can do. We enter into the 
F-FDTL to continue the heroism of the women who 
died in the jungle,” Private Gonçalves said. However, 
she said her highlight was meeting an Australian 
female officer in a senior leadership position. “It’s 
an honour for me to talk directly to a brigadier like 
Brigadier Harris. As a woman, I hope that one day in 
the F-FDTL, there will be a woman general just like 
her,” Private Gonçalves said.

Indo-Pacific Endeavour is Australia’s flagship 
regional engagement activity supporting the 
Australian Government’s focus on deepening 
diplomatic and defence partnerships across South-
East Asia and the north-east Indian Ocean, and 
reinforcing Australia’s commitment to a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous region, founded on 
openness, respect for sovereignty and adherence to 
agreed rules and norms.

Lieutenant Marcus Middleton
Defence

Climate Seminar Targets 
the “Carbon Bootprint”

3 October 2025 

For Bangladesh, climate security is not an abstract 
idea but a question of national survival, economic 
stability and regional peace, Bangladesh Air Force 
(BAF) Air Vice Marshal MD Tariqul Islam has told a 
Climate Security and Resilience Seminar in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh.

The seminar, hosted on September 22 and 23 
by the BAF as part of the Australian Defence Force’s 
Indo-Pacific Endeavour 2025 activities, covered the 
challenges of climate change and opportunities for 
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militaries to invest in sustainable aviation fuel.
Air Vice Marshal Tariqul’s opening remarks were 

amplified by presentations during the seminar that 
revealed how Bangladesh, which contributes just 
0.04 per cent of historical global carbon emissions, 
will disproportionately bear the impacts of rising 
temperatures as rising seawater could force millions 
from their coastal homes and into already crowded 
cities or neighbouring countries. This would not 
only be a humanitarian issue, but also a security 
and conflict challenge, placing militaries in the 
middle, tasked with maintaining stability and order.

Squadron Leader Israt Arza Fahima told the 
seminar how air forces were reckoning with 
the threats posed by climate change, saying 
air operations must evolve “not just to defend 
borders, but to protect our planet and our people”. 
Apart from taking part in humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief, militaries – whose own 
carbon footprint an independent study from the 

Conflict and Environment Observatory estimates 
could account for about 5.5 per cent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions – were flagged as having 
a role to play in reducing their impact through 
measures such as transitioning to more sustainable 
fuels.

Royal Australian Navy officer Commander 
Steven Cole, of the Defence Energy Transition 
Office, led a discussion on sustainable aviation 
fuels, which can be sourced from crops and other 
organic materials. This presented opportunities 
for both Bangladesh and Australia to enhance 
self-sufficiency. “I think we can learn a great 
deal from how they have achieved that level of 
action and care.”  This was important, given the 
vulnerabilities of relying on foreign fuel sources, 
particularly during conflict when supply routes 
can be disrupted.  Commander Cole said the shift 
to sustainable fuels offered the chance to produce 
energy locally, delivering energy security and 

From left, Australian Public Servant Ben Parr and Royal Australian Navy officer Commander Steven Cole speak with 
Bangladeshi university students at the Climate Security and Resilience Seminar in Dhaka, Bangladesh, as part of Indo-
Pacific Endeavour 2025. Photographer: Sergeant Matthew Bickerton, Defence.
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independence in times of conflict as a key benefit.
Another area of collaboration raised at the 

seminar was the certification of platforms for 
sustainable fuel use, a process that has taken 
Australia about 15 years, with all Army rotary-wing 
and Air Force fixed-wing aircraft now certified. 
Commander Cole said Australia’s experience meant 
it could share knowledge to make the certification 
process easier for others.

The seminar featured speakers from Australia’s 
Department of Defence and the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces. Discussions covered the challenges 
of climate change, including extreme weather 
events such as heatwaves, flooding, bushfires 
and cyclones, and their impact on operational 
capability, as well as the displacement of affected 
populations.

Commander Cole said he was struck by 
Bangladesh’s commitment to addressing climate 
change and the participation of young people at 
the seminar, including students and postgraduates 
from outside the military. “I think we can learn a 
great deal from how they have achieved that level 
of action and care,” he said.

Indo-Pacific Endeavour is an Australian 
regional engagement activity focused on building 
partnerships to support a peaceful, stable and 
prosperous region. 

Sergeant Matthew Bickerton
Defence

Members of the Blacktown and Districts Social and Welfare club making music on their recent 3 day trip to Tamworth. 
Photographer: Ian Brady.

Blacktown and Districts TPI Social and Welfare Club’s 
Trip to Tamworth

To see more photos from their trip watch Ian Brady’s video on YouTube here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXpB4v_DNZg
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Meet at Club Blacktown (RSL)
Second Ave Blacktown
Third Monday of the Month at 10:30 am
All Welcome

About our association
The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia 
Inc. (P.V.A. Australia Inc.) is a not-for-profit, non-
government, voluntary organisation – we do not 
have any paid workers, all are volunteers.  P.V.A. 
is not funded by government – our funding is 
derived from membership fees, applying for grants, 
donations and fundraising.

P.V.A. believes that there is a great need for 
support for all partners/carers, widows/widowers 
and families of Australian veterans, both now and 
in the future, as our defence forces continue to be 
deployed to areas of conflict throughout the world.  
Our aim is not only to support the partners of our 
generation, but also to consider the needs of all 
future generations and to have in place a support 
network that was not available when many of our 
veterans returned from their war service.

Our vision 
A community where all partners of past and 
present members of the Australian Defence Force 
(ADF), their Allies and their families are recognised 
and their wellbeing is vital in achieving healthy 
members of Society.  

Our mission
As the national body, voice and focus for all 
partners of past and present members of the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF), their allies and 
their families, we are committed to providing every 
support and assistance practicable for their welfare, 
health and special needs.  This is achieved by our 
key role of providing leadership and advocacy for 

health and welfare promoting strategies, policy and 
program development that assists partners and 
their dependants and descendants.

Our alliance in the Defence family
P.V.A. Australia Inc. is a member of the Alliance 
of Defence Service Organisations (ADSO), which 
comprises many of Australia’s major military ex-
service organisations (ESO). The Alliance represents 
a significant number of members of Australia’s 
Defence Family on national advocacy and 
representative matters to the Australian Parliament 
and all political parties. Its aim is to promote and 
protect the conditions and well-being of the 
Defence Family that embraces over three million 
people. Click here for more information about 
ADSO.

For further information contact:
Patricia Ross
Phone: 	 0410 519 063
Email: 	 pwross70@outlook.com
P.V.A. national website: https://www.pva.org.au/
P.V.A. NSW branch: https://www.pva.org.au/p-v-
a-state-branches/nsw-branch

Partners of Veterans 
Association Blacktown

Supported by the Blacktown RSL Sub-Branch

https://adso.org.au/
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Contact and Feedback
We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we 
are doing, please contact us through the 
following channels:

By Post: 
TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW
GPO Box 4429
Sydney NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216

Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation 
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of 
New South Wales Limited.

TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation 
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
• Representation  • Wellbeing  • Camaraderie  • Commemoration

The Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare Club’s 
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and 
experience our club.
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL 
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings. 

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members 
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant 
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held 
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, 
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more 
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact Ian Brady 

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to 
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare 
Club in the state, with a different activity each 
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.
•	 Social events are subsidised. 
•	 Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted 

once per year.
•	 The purpose of this invitation is to encourage 

TPIs to join our club and participate and 
socialize.

•	 You are encouraged to join the TPI Association 
of NSW to give it strength in numbers when 
dealing with government.

Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
(TPIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
http://www.tpinsw.org.au
mailto:ibrady%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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Nui Dat, South Vietnam, November 1971. Preparing for his last shot, this time with a camera, a soldier of 4RAR /NZ (ANZAC) 
(The ANZAC Battalion comprising 4th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment and a component from the 1st Battalion, 
Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment), crouches inside a RAAF Iroquois helicopter with other members of his unit for the trip 
from Nui Dat to Vung Tau. The trip ended the combat role in Vietnam for these soldiers. Other troops in the Battalion moved 
to Vung Tau by road convoys and RAAF Caribou aircraft. Photographer William James Cunneen, AWM CUN/71/0538/VN.


