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Our November E-Newsletter header photograph 
features the catafalque party – Australian Armed 
Forces Re-enactment Heritage Unit, at the 
centrepiece at the Kokoda Track Memorial Walkway 
on 3 November 2024. 

This issue contains important information about 
changes in TPI NSW. The Association has a new 
CEO, Jenny-Jane Carpenter, and John Szabo is now 
the Operations Manager. Read more about these 
changes from page 3 onwards. A tribute to John 
Szabo, written by John Hoban, appears on page 6.

The mid-year report from students receiving 
the AVCAT Scholarships funded by TPI NSW starts 
on page 8. A special offer for free, simple will 
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preparation for TPI NSW members from Hanna 
Lawyers in Wollongong is found on page 11. 
Defence Media Releases start on page 18. A link 
to Blacktown and Districts TPI Social and Welfare 
Club’s Spring video by Ian Brady is found on page 
23.

If you have information that you would like to 
share with other TPI NSW Association members, 
please email me at the address below. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

Victoria Dawson
Salute Editor & Designer
Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Welcome to the November 2025 issue of the TPI NSW E-Newsletter 

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
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TPI Veterans’ Association of 
NSW Christmas Luncheon
The TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW Christmas Luncheon will be 
held at Club York, Level 1, 99 York Street, Sydney on
 Tuesday 2 December 2025 at 12 noon for 12.30pm
A three-course meal and drinks will be served. 
There will be lucky door prizes. The cost is $25 per person.  
If you need a special meal please let us know.
If you’d like to attend, please complete the form below and 
return it to the TPI NSW office by: Tuesday 11 November 2025 
Mail: GPO Box 4429, Sydney NSW 2001  Email: office@tpinsw.org.au

PLEASE NOTE: we are no longer able to accept payments by telephone. 
Under Australian banking legislation, all payments require a signed 
authority or a pin from the payee. 

Name TPI Badge Number

Telephone (Home) Telephone (Mobile) Email Address

Number of People Attending Cost per Meal: $25.00 Total $

Total Payment $

PAYMENT METHOD (Tick Box)

INTERNET TRANSFER  CHEQUE MONEY ORDER VISA MASTERCARD 
BSB: 082 001   
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 025 402 663
Please quote your surname and 
badge number in the details
section of your internet payment.

CARD NO.

EXPIRY DATE

CVV NO.

CARDHOLDER NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT: $  ___________________  SIGNATURE _________________________________________________
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New CEO of TPI NSW: Jenny-Jane Carpenter

Jenny-Jane Carpenter, TPI NSW CEO.

I’m honoured to introduce myself as the new Chief 
Executive Officer of the TPI Veterans’ Association 
of NSW. It’s a privilege to take on this role and 
contribute to an organisation with a proud history 
of supporting veterans and their families over many 
years. 

My background includes leadership, advocacy, 
and community engagement, and I’m committed 
to applying those strengths to advance TPI 
NSW’s mission. The mission of TPI NSW includes 
assuring the long-term future of the Association.  
Therefore, the Board of Directors and I are focused 
on broadening membership eligibility to include 
younger veterans and more female veterans.

Due to recent changes in government 
legislation, TPI NSW is reviewing and expanding 
its membership eligibility criteria. This initiative 
aims to ensure our organisation remains inclusive 
and responsive to the evolving needs of veterans 
from all service backgrounds, including those from 
more recent conflicts who are living with significant 
service-related disabilities.

As part of this expansion, we are also exploring 
new initiatives that promote wellbeing, connection, 
and a strong sense of comradeship among 
members. These efforts are designed to support 
those who may not have previously engaged with 
veteran organisations, helping them feel welcomed, 
valued, and supported.

In the months ahead, I look forward to 
connecting with many of you. I want to listen, learn, 
and work together to strengthen the support, 
recognition, and respect our members deserve. 
TPI NSW will continue to be a strong, independent 
voice for our veteran community.

Thank you for the warm welcome I’ve already 
received. I’m looking forward to what we can 
achieve together into the future.

Warm regards,
Jenny-Jane Carpenter
TPI NSW CEO 
Email: ceo@tpinsw.org.au

Changes at TPI NSW
Important changes have been taking place at TPI NSW, with the goal of enhancing the 
Association’s capabilities and ensuring its longevity. Former CEO John Szabo has now taken 
on the role of TPI NSW Operations Manager, and Jenny-Jane Carpenter has been appointed 
Association CEO.
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General
•	 Expanding and enhancing services to meet 

the evolving needs of TPI veterans, including 
younger cohorts

•	 Growing the Association’s membership base by 
actively engaging with younger TPI veterans and 
offering compelling reasons for them to join and 
participate 

•	 Leading the development of a renewed sense 
of purpose and vision for the organisation 
in alignment with contemporary veteran 
experiences

•	 Elevating the organisation’s visibility through 
strategic marketing, public relations and 
community outreach. 

•	 Identifying and pursuing partnerships, grants, 
or funding opportunities that support service 
expansion and innovation 

•	 Modernising member communications, 
including digital engagement platforms and 
tools. 

Strategic Development and Innovation 
•	 Drive the development of new programs, 

services, and engagement strategies that reflect 
the changing demographics and needs of the 
TPI veteran community. 

•	 Lead the creation of a refreshed organisational 
purpose and identity that resonates with both 
existing and future members. 

Membership Growth and Engagement 
•	 Develop and implement strategies to increase 

membership, with a focus on attracting younger 
TPI veterans. 

•	 Establish feedback and consultation mechanisms 
to ensure member voices are reflected in service 
design and strategic direction. 

Marketing and Promotion 
•	 Oversee branding, public relations, and 

communication efforts to strengthen the 
organisation’s profile. 

•	 Promote the organisation’s role, relevance, and 
benefits to stakeholders, potential members, and 
the broader veteran sector. 

The New CEO Role at TPI NSW
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Following are some words from John Szabo 
covering key points about his time as CEO. 
Also below is a tribute to John Szabo by TPI 
NSW Director John Hoban.

From TPI Operations Manager John Szabo
I joined TPI NSW in August 2019 following the 
sudden death of long-term TPI NSW general 
manager, Colin McGrath. Our auditor, Les Pines 
referred Pat Bright (then TPI President) to me to 
see if I was interested in coming in as a temporary 
TPI NSW accountant to “hold the fort” for a few 
months. I started by initially working one day a 
week, increasing to two days, and then three days 
as the workload increased. In May 2021, following 
a restructure of personnel, my title was changed to 
CEO. As CEO I started working for TPI NSW four days 
a week and taking full responsibility for all aspects 
of the Association’s day-to-day functioning.

 In July 2025, I advised the Board that I would 
retire from the CEO position by the end of 2025. For 
some time, I have recognised the need for TPI NSW 
to have a leader with a different focus and different 
skills than mine. I advised the Board that TPI NSW 
did not need an accountant as the CEO but rather 
should recruit a person with strong marketing and 
promotional skills, and business experience to grow 
the membership, expand our services, and build on 
the Board’s strategic planning outcomes.

 As part of this transition, I have agreed to stay 
on (part-time) and assist with operational matters 
until the second half of 2026. The Operations role 
will include: 
•	 accounting and financial management, 

including cashflow management, tax 
compliance, payroll, superannuation, financial 

reporting, company secretarial duties, etc
•	 management of the Association’s real estate 

assets
•	 managing the Association’s investments
•	 supporting the CEO and Board in implementing 

the strategic plan.

John Szabo
Operations Manager TPI NSW
Email: operations@tpinsw.org.au

John Szabo, TPI NSW Operations Manager.

Operations Manager of TPI NSW: John Szabo
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John Szabo started work at the TPI Association of 
NSW as a temporary accountant and finished up 
as a company CEO. For John, I believe it was a big 
journey and a learning experience, going from a 
moth to a butterfly!

Most people believe that the job of an 
accountant is straightforward. Accumulating data, 
organising balance sheets, ensuring compliance 
with relevant government legislation and generally 
flying under the radar. But running the TPI 
Association demanded more than that. There are 
other key aspects such as looking after the interests 
of over 2000 NSW TPIs. John found the wonderful 
world of HR and its attendant problems. Then there 
is the world of real estate – TPI NSW has many 
premises and tenants, many needing attention. 

John had to learn how to minister to a President 
and Board of Directors, a task sometimes very 
challenging, but that is another story. Producing 
agendas, organising visiting presenters, taking 
minutes, and nodding wisely at the right times 
were tasks that he mastered over time. He learned 
the dark arts of strategic planning and presided 
over the production of our first strategic plan, 
which put the Association into a strong position. 
The second strategic plan ensured that TPI NSW 
would continue into the future and that the “lights 
would not go out”.

Now the Association enters  a new phase where 
our membership is declining, our Constitution has 
been updated and the legislation for veterans has 
changed.  For John, this is a sliding doors moment. 
The Association must move forward into new 
territory, recruiting new members and expanding 
our support to members. John has decided that 

the task ahead is for someone new and it is now his 
time to enjoy a better life/work balance. He will be a 
hard act to follow.

Well done that man!

John Hoban
TPI NSW Director
Salute Editorial Director

Tribute to John Szabo

John Hoban, TPI NSW Director.
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Reunions & Functions

Headquarters 1st Australian Task 
Force and D&E Platoon Reunion: 
17–21 November 2025

Wangaratta, Victoria
Painters Island Holiday Park, 
Pinkerton Crescent, Wangaratta, VIC 3677
Phone: 03 5721 3380
Email: stay@paintersislandcaravanpark.com.au 
Web: www.paintersislandcaravan.park.com.au

Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam war from 
1965 – 1972 has had a lasting impact on all the 
servicemen and women who served. HQ1ATF 
and its sub-unit Defence and Employment (D&E) 
Platoon, the longest continually serving Infantry 
Platoon in South Vietnam, served from 1966 – 1972 
and encountered much enemy action during those 
years. 

Formerly held each two years, from 2024, 
HQ1ATF Association reunions will be held every 
November and 2025 will remember 54 years since 
we closed the gates of Nui Dat. This four-day 
event is an important part of the Association’s 
efforts in the healing process which is achieved 
through the continual networking of members and 
also importantly their partners and carers. With 
objectives to improve health and well-being and to 
reduce social isolation, the biennial reunion plays a 
significant role.

There will be ample time for members and 
families to spend time together over the four days 
of the reunion. On Wednesday 19 November a tour 
of the region, including the King Valley, will be 
undertaken, with a visit to the Ned Kelly Museum, 

followed by lunch at the Gracebrook Winery.
The Commemorative Dinner will be held on 

Thursday 20 November 2025 at the Gateway 
Motel Restaurant in Wangaratta. The dinner will 
be preceded by a Dedication Service at the RSL 
Memorial, (outdoors) located at 2 Templeton Street, 
Wangaratta. The service, at 5pm, will be open to the 
public.

Wangaratta
The city is located two and a half hours north-east 
of Melbourne. The surrounding areas encompass 
the vineyards of the King Valley, the epicentre of 
regional food – the Milawa Gourmet Region and 
stories from eras past. Especially at the Glenrowan 
Museum.

Sufficient free time is allowed during the week 
for you to discover both Wangaratta and the 
region. Benalla is famous for its Sir Weary Dunlop 
monument, Glenrowan for the siege and capture 
of the Kelly gang, Eldorado and the Woolshed 
Valley for its 1800’s history and the wine region of 
Rutherglen. Both Ross and Noel will be giving us all 
some areas to visit over the following months.

To obtain our special rates when making 
reservations at the Painters Island Holiday Park 
(PIHP), please quote “Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
November 2025”.

For details contact:
John Verhelst, JP 
Phone: 	 0437 212 121 or 
Email: 	 jeverhelst@gmail.com
www.hq1atf.org
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2023 Cohort

Jackson James – Bachelor of Psychology 
(Honours) 

Course Completion: June 2026
Jackson has achieved good results and is on a solid 
pathway to completing his degree in the next 12 
months. He has had some challenges this semester 
with timetabling and exams and his scholarship has 
been a great source of support.

Thank You Note
Dear John Szabo – CEO TPI NSW,

Thank you for your support this semester, it is 
greatly appreciated. On top of the usual mandatory 
textbook purchases and Student Services and 
Amenities fees there were some scheduling issues 
which required me to work less this semester. 

An exam collided with an in-class presentation, 
so I needed to swap classes to complete both, 
and another class collided with my placement as 
a youth mentor, so I could only work three times a 
week. Hence, your financial assistance was a great 
help.

 I believe I did a fairly decent job this semester, 
I have solid marks from the assignments and I am 
fairly confident in my exam results. This semester 
has been quite awful with the scheduling issues 
that I was not warned about – I realised a week 
before classes/exams would clash. Statistics was 
incredibly difficult, although I think it will be one of 
my better-performing units

The only university activity I enjoyed was 

Australian Veterans’ Children Assistance 
Trust (AVCAT ) Mid-Year Review 2025 
TPI NSW Scholarship Updates & Students Thank You Notes

AVCAT scholar Jackson James.

placement, which is a unit next semester, but 
due to the nature of volunteering with Raise, it 
began early last semester. So my course load was 
drastically higher than full-time with four units, plus 
placement with mandatory training, then a two-
hour mentoring session weekly, plus travel time, of 
course.
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 Macquarie has decided to make massive cuts 
to staff and entire departments, one of those cuts 
includes a unit option I needed to complete my 
degree. The only other unit I can take to finish is 
only offered in session one so my graduation is 
delayed to halfway through next year. Thankfully, 
three units and placement still count as full-time 
study next session, according to Services NSW. 

Despite working much less I managed to 
scrounge together the funds to take a bunch of my 
mates on a trip to Bilpin which was great. It was 
two separate friend groups being combined, which 
initially was quite a large concern, but it panned 
out well. It left me feeling very tired from all the 
late nights but overall very relaxed and ready to 
get back into the next semester. Thanks for your 
support during this session, it really did make a 
difference.

Thanks
Jackson

Abby Martin – Bachelor of Ancient History 

Course Completion: December 2025
Abby has achieved excellent results and has taken 
the role of Residential Advisor at her college. As 
she commences her final semester, she is on a solid 
pathway to completing her degree in December. 

Thank You Note
I am so grateful for your continued support for my 
studies, with the AVCAT scholarship allowing me 
to focus on my degree while enjoying university 
life.This is my final year, and thus final semester of 
my undergraduate studies, and I am so thankful to 
have had your support throughout my degree. The 
ability to sustain my studies while living away from 
home was made possible by this scholarship and 
your support; thank you for helping me pursue my 
passions and dreams.

Additionally, your support has granted me 

Wall fresco in Villa of Mysteries in Pompeii city destroyed in 79BC by eruption of Mount Vesuvius. 
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the freedom to pursue exciting opportunities 
outside of my studies. This year, I have been able to 
undertake the role of a Residential Advisor at my 
accommodation, which had enabled me to help 
be a greater part of a bustling diverse community. 
This role has been incredibly enriching, and the 
connections I’ve built by caring for my fellow 
residents are invaluable.

For the upcoming semester, your support will 
continue to allow me to focus on my studies and 
continue to challenge myself academically. Again, I 
cannot thank you enough.

Sincerely, 
Abby Martin

Saxon Perry – Bachelor of Commerce, 
Finance and Accounting Major 

Course Completion: June 2026
Saxon has achieved mixed results this semester. 
He has moved into a share house and secured a 
finance internship with Bunnings and is involved 
with volunteering and sport. 

Thank You Note
Dear Members of the TPI Association of NSW,

I am writing to you to once again thank you for 
providing me with the scholarship I received from 
your Association during my first year of study at the 
University of Melbourne. It has had, and continues 
to have, a deep impact on both my academic 
journey and my personal well-being as I pursue my 
undergraduate Bachelor of Commerce, majoring 
in Finance and Accounting in my third year. The 
support that is provided to me enables me to 
focus more intently on my studies, and I am deeply 
appreciative of the trust that you have placed in my 
potential.

The award has offered significant financial relief 
through my degree. It has allowed me to purchase 
essential hard copy textbooks and maintain 
a reliable laptop, both of which are critical for 
tackling the complex coursework. Additionally, I 
have found myself in a nice little share house on 

the outskirts of North Melbourne with three of my 
friends. (You still won’t see me barrack for the Roo’s 
however.) It is a home that is close to the university, 
reducing stress around study times, and granting 
me the ability to dash home and take short study 
breaks when needed. The security has enabled me 
to engage fully with my classes and campus life.

Academically, the scholarship has translated 
into tangible achievements. Over the last semester, 
I have secured a Finance Internship with Bunnings, 
where I have been actively involved with the 
financial management of Data Analytics, Generative 
AI, and Loyalty program initiatives. The hands on 
experience I find myself havng there has deepened 
my understanding of quantitative methodologies 
and reinforced principles covered in group projects 
on enterprise performance management and 
statistical analysis. The practical insights continue to 
inform my coursework and further encourage me 
to push further.

On a more personal level, I have noticed 
improvements with my communication and 

AVCAT scholar Saxon Perry.
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problem-solving abilities. Working collaboratively 
with peers has encouraged me to approach 
challenges with an outward mindset, exploring 
creative and innovative solutions. I have also had 
the privilege of doing some mentoring of my 
own, by mentoring the treasurer of one of the 
university’s student clubs, guiding them through 
financial planning and leadership strategies (a role 
that has only further developed my confidence and 
interpersonal skills). Moreover, I am currently taking 
part in a competitive hockey competition as a part 
of the Universities Victorian League squad. At the 
time of writing, half way through the season, my 
team sits at the top of the ladder. I hope to pursue 
this even further in September when the university 
sends a team to the University Games.

Looking forward, I am eager to complete my 
remaining coursework. While I do not currently plan 
on pursuing postgraduate study, I am committed to 
maximising the opportunities available during my 
time at university, including targeted workshops, 
and industry networking events. My focus remains 

on achieving academic results and preparing for 
a successful transition into the workforce after 
graduation. 

I once again thank you for your support, 
as your investment in my education has been 
transformative, and I look forward to doing what I 
am capable of.

Sincerely,
Saxon Perry

2024 Cohort

Jannah Caruana – Bachelor of Occupational 
Therapy

Course Completion: June 2028
Jannah has changed courses and achieved 
outstanding results this semester. Her scholarship 
has been a significant support during some 
personal challenges, and she is approaching 
the remainder of the year with confidence and 
enthusiasm.
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Thank You Note
I am incredibly grateful to be a recipient of your 
scholarship, and I want to sincerely thank you for 
the continued support you’ve provided me with. 
Your generosity has had a profound impact on my 
life, and I honestly can’t imagine getting through 
university without it.

Earlier this year, I made the decision to change 
my course to a Bachelor of Occupational Therapy. 
Moving from a social science/arts-based degree 
into a health/science one has been a big shift, 
especially with subjects like anatomy, and also 
transitioning from online learning to in-person 
classes. It’s been challenging, but I’ve done my best 
to adjust to the workload and new content, and I’m 
really happy with my decision. I feel like becoming 
an occupational therapist aligns more with the 
kind of work I want to do than my previous path of 
becoming a teacher.

On top of uni, sadly, one of my family members 
has been unwell. It’s been a really difficult time for 
me and my family and, as the eldest daughter, I’ve 
had to take on more responsibilities to support 
my loved ones. Balancing everything has been 
tough, but receiving this scholarship has made 
such a difference. It took a huge amount of financial 
pressure off, I didn’t have to stress about paying for 
uni costs, transport, and everyday expenses. It gave 
me the space to continue to focus on my studies 
and be there for my family when they needed me 
most.

Even though it’s been a hard semester, I’ve 
grown a lot and learned so much. I’m aiming to 
keep improving, especially in the content-heavy 
subjects like anatomy, and I feel more prepared 
to take on next semester’s follow-up units with 
confidence. Thank you again for your support! I 
truly can’t express how much it has helped and the 
real difference it’s made in my life.

Kind Regards 
Jannah Caruana

Kara Hall – Bachelor of Law / Business

Course Completion: June 2028
Kara is grateful for her scholarship, which has 
funded her transport to attend on campus. She 
is maintaining a healthy work-life balance and 
involving herself in university life. She is committed 
to maintaining her outstanding results.

Thank You Note
Dear TPI New South Wales

I am writing to express my deepest gratitude for 
your continuing financial support. Your generosity 
has had a signifcant impact on my ability to pursue 
my studies and has greatly alleviated the financial 
burden associated with commuting to university 
three days away and has allowed me to achieve 
a healthier work-university life allowing me to 
dedicate the necessary time and energy to meet 
the course requirements as well as strive to go 
beyond this and achieve my academic goals.

 Throughout my studies, I have noticed positive 
changes both academically and personally. 
The financial support you have provided me 
has enabled me to invest in essential academic 
resources such as textbooks and additional 
materials, which have notably expanded my 
knowledge. These investments are reflected in my 
academic progress. I have received a distinction 
average throughout the semester in my mid-
year assignments and am hopeful for a similar 
result once my final exam results are released. 
Additionally, the financial support has enabled 
me to commute to University with ease to enable 
me to attend all of my tutorials this semester and 
study programs and has enabled me to utilise the 
university’s study facilities such as the library. 

Moreover, your financial support has enabled 
me to maintain a healthy work-life balance. While 
I have been working as many hours as possible to 
contribute to my university expenses, my ability to 
do so is limited by the demanding schedule and 
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rigorous commitments of my law degree. Your 
assistance has allowed me to prioritise my studies 
and take advantage of opportunities within the 
university to enrich my learning experience. As a 
result, I was able to enrol in a winter subject during 
the semester break. 

Once again, thank you for your immense 
support. Your contribution has made a profound 
difference in my life. I am committed to making 
the most of this opportunity and will work hard to 
ensure I achieve my academic and personal goals.

Kind Regards,
Kara

Bryan Harley-Wornes – Diploma of 
Engineering

Course Completion: June 2026
Bryan should be commended for his achievements 
during a challenging semester. 

Thank You Note
Dear TPI New South Wales, 

Your sponsorship of my academic career to date 
has been an absolutely invaluable asset that has 
not only made it possible for me, a kid from a small 
rural town, to be the first person in my family to 
attend university and pursue my goal of becoming 
a mechanical engineer but has also allowed me 
to enjoy a plethora of experiences and cultures 
that I simply would never have experienced in 
the small town of Narrandera where I grew up. 
Everything from meeting people from all different 
backgrounds, to daily life as a student living in a 
coastal city, exploring the scenic mountain views 
and mountain bike trails of Mount Keira and Mount 
Kembla, and even the simpler things like riding 
push bikes along the beach with friends. These are 
memories I will treasure forever. 

Highlights 
This year I have accomplished several goals I was 
striving for including finally passing Language for 
Learning, a subject that I have struggled with in 
the past, developing the skills necessary to live as a 
self sufficient adult in a city far from home, learning 
budgeting and financial management skills, 
developing a winning mindset and developing 
emotional regulation and self care skills. I also 
developed a much better study routine and daily 
structure. I attribute my success in my Materials in 
Design and Language for Learning subjects to this 
superior approach. 

Path to future success 
Despite the challenges I have faced, I still have full 
belief that I can and will become an engineer and I 
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am actively implementing practices that will assist 
me to achieve this goal. Some of these include 
tutoring to assist with my studies next semester, 
new study methods and tools like study fetch (an 
AI powered study assistant) and practices such as 
calendar blocking to help manage my study load 
and ensure I maintain my health and social life 
through next semester. These practices have and 
will continue to create a structure in my life.

Without your sponsorship, attaining my dream 
of becoming an engineer and experiencing all 
that university life has to offer would have been 
unattainable and I look forward to more new 
experiences and seeing what the future holds for 
me. 

Thank you for your support! 
Bryan

Oscar Lawrence – Bachelor of Arts / 
Advanced Studies (Politics and International 
Relations)

Course Completion: December 2027
Oscar has achieved excellent results this semester 
and is grateful for the support of his scholarship.

Thank You Note
Dear TPI NSW

This has been a really demanding semester for 
me – personal troubles alongside an increased 
workload both at my current place of employment 
and educationally have really increased the stress 
I’ve been put under. Financial stress on top of all 
that would be extremely difficult to manage, so I 
am incredibly grateful for the opportunity that this 
scholarship provides me.

Thank you so much for sponsoring this program!
Oscar

AVCAT scholar Oscar Lawrence and friends.
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AVCAT scholar Bridie Simpkin.

2025 Cohort

Bridie Simpkin – Bachelor of Education 
(Primary)

Course Completion: December 2026
Bridie has completed her first semester, achieving 
good results and success in her first practicum in a 
primary school.
Her scholarship has helped cover costs for Internet, 
living expenses, and to “set up” her study. TPI NSW 
support has given her the confidence to focus fully 
on her studies and practical experience.

Thank You Note:
Dear TPI New South Wales,

I would like to sincerely thank you for awarding 
me the TPI New South Wales Scholarship. I am 
truly grateful for your generous support, which 
continues to make a meaningful difference in both 
my academic and personal journey.

This scholarship has allowed me to purchase 
essential study materials for my course, as well as 
the specific resources required for my practicum. 
Since my entire course is online and I study from 
home, I was also able to purchase a proper desk to 
create a comfortable and productive workspace. 
Additionally, the scholarship has helped cover costs 
like Internet access and living expenses, easing my 
financial burden significantly. Knowing I have your 
support has given me the confidence to focus fully 
on my studies and practical experience without 
distraction.

Academically, I am progressing really well. Last 
year, I was proud to achieve multiple distinctions 
across my units, which was a great personal 
achievement and a reflection of my hard work. In 
my most recent teaching period, I completed two 
subjects alongside a full-time, 21-day practicum 

at a primary school in a Year 1/2 classroom. I was 
proud to pass my practicum and achieve credits in 
my other two subjects. Balancing multiple subjects 
with such an intensive placement was challenging, 
but I am proud of myself for pushing through and 
managing both successfully. The practicum gave 
me valuable hands-on experience and confirmed 
my passion for becoming a teacher.

In my next teaching period, I will continue 
striving for distinctions in all my assignments. I’m 
also preparing for my third practicum, which will 
take place in a Year 3/4 classroom in September. I’m 
looking forward to applying everything I’ve learned 
so far and continuing to develop my practical skills 
and confidence in the classroom.

Thank you once again for your support and for 
believing in me. This scholarship has truly made a 
lasting impact on my life, and I am deeply grateful 
for the opportunity it has provided.

Warm regards,
Bridie Simpkin



16  //  November 2025 TPI NSW E-Newsletter

The 2015 recipient of the TPI NSW Scholarship, Ms. 
Jordan Vincent, Senior Associate of Hanna Lawyers, 
together with the principals of the practice, 
are offering free simple Wills to TPI members in 
gratitude for their service. 

Offer 
Free simple Wills 
(valued at $330 incl GST each) to members of the 
TPI Veterans’ Association.

Simple Wills 
discounted to $175 incl GST for the spouse of any 
member of TPI NSW taking up the offer, where the 
Will is generally similar to that of their partner/
spouse.

Power of Attorney and Appointment of 
Enduring Guardian documents 
discounted to $175 incl GST per document 
(normally valued at $330 incl GST each) for TPI 
members and their spouse.

Process
Those members who wish to take up the offer 
should download and complete the form for 
preparation of a simple Will at this link and forward 
same to office@hannalawyers.com.au. 

Once received, the member will receive an email 

Special Offer from Hanna Lawyers
confirming the date and time that they will receive 
a telephone call from Hanna Lawyers to take their 
telephone instructions. 

During the telephone call to take instructions, 
a meeting will be scheduled with the member to 
attend our office in Market Street, Wollongong 
(which is accessible by ramp and lift) to sign their 
new Wills. 

Offer closure 
This offer will be open until 30 November 2025. 

https://tpinsw.org.au/?page_id=2978
mailto:office%40hannalawyers.com.au?subject=
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Contact Details

Full legal name as it appears on your NSW Drivers 
Licence/Passport

If your spouse is also taking preparing a Will, full 
legal name of spouse as it appears on NSW Drivers 
Licence/Passport

If either of you are known by any other names, 
please provide details  

Residential address

Postal address (if different to residential address)

Telephone (preferably mobile number) for yourself 
and your spouse, if they are having a Will prepared

E-mail for yourself and spouse, if they are having a 
Will prepared

Simple Will Instructions

Full legal name of your Executor/s
Your Executor is the person who will be 
responsible to dispose of your body and deal with 
your estate. Your Executor can be a Beneficiary 
but must be over 18 years, of sound mind 
and preferably someone that lives in NSW. We 
encourage you to nominate two Executors, to 
either act jointly or in substitution to each other.

Full legal name of your Beneficiary/ies and the 
nature of gift you would like to leave them e.g. the 
whole/part of your estate or a specific gift such 
as your motor vehicle or a sum of money. If you 
would like to leave a gift to charity, please give the 
legal name of the charitable organisation.  	

Would you like to include a ‘grandchildren clause’? 
This clause states that if any child of yours who is 
entitled to take under your Will, predeceases you, 
their child/ren will take what their parent would 
have received under the Will	

Any directions about disposal of your body?	

	

Hanna Lawyers Form
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Defence Media Releases

Military Police Dig in to 
Help Veteran

21 October 2025 

Military Police (MP) are not usually known for 
garden makeovers, but a local team recently 
pitched in on behalf of Legacy to support a veteran 
with a much-needed yard clean-up. 

After multiple major leg surgeries, Navy veteran 
Luke McCallum’s backyard was in serious need of 
attention. The Invictus and Warrior Games athlete 
was grateful to receive support from Legacy, 
which came in the form of some willing and able 
serving personnel. The team from Joint Military 
Police Unit (JMPU) Headquarters spent a few hours 

mowing, weeding and tidying, while chatting with 
Luke about his Navy service and achievements 
competing in veterans’ adaptive sports. 

Luke took up indoor rowing after he lost the use 
of his leg, which led to him competing in indoor 
rowing and other adaptive sports at the 2024 
Warrior Games in Florida and the 2025 Invictus 
Games in Vancouver. Despite his achievements, 
Luke was initially reluctant to accept help from 
Legacy. “I felt that there were other veterans more 
in need of help than myself, but I know that if I had 
the chance to support a veteran and their family 
when I was serving, I would have jumped at the 
opportunity,” Luke said. “I’d never really had much 
to do with MPs during my Navy service. and it was 
interesting to hear about the type of work they do.” 

 Captain Taylor Cresswell led the garden clean-

Navy veteran and Invictus Games athlete Luke McCallum with the Military Police team after a rewarding day’s work
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up team and enjoyed hearing Luke’s story about his 
service and adaptive sports achievements. “Luke 
told us that he has found a new joy for life and 
purpose again through sport. We all found his story 
and journey incredibly inspiring and are grateful 
to have been able to help him and his family out,” 
Captain Cresswell said. 

The team presented Luke with a JMPU cap and 
an ADF Provost Marshal challenge coin, along with 
a new soccer ball for Luke’s son to kick around the 
freshly cleared yard. “Luke even took off his Carlton 
cap and replaced it with the JMPU one,” Captain 
Cresswell said. “I hope this experience is the first 
of many for JMPU. There is no better feeling than 
giving back to a member of our Defence family who 
needs a bit of extra support.” PULL Quote

Michelle Hoare
Defence

Crew attendant Leading Aircraftwoman Lily Cooper, pictured alongside a KC-30A aircraft at RAAF Base Amberley, 
Queensland, is a Miss World contender. Photographer: Corporal Sam Price.

Crew Attendant on Miss 
World Runway

22 October 2025

For Leading Aircraftwoman Lily Cooper, life in 
the Air Force is anything but ordinary. As a crew 
attendant at 33 Squadron, RAAF Base Amberley, 
her work has taken her across the globe – from 
international exercises to VIP missions with 
government leaders. Now she is stepping on to an 
entirely different stage, representing Australia as a 
national finalist in the Miss World competition.

Leading Aircraftwoman Cooper applied for the 
Air Force while in high school, seeking a career 
pathway that offered endless opportunities.  “I 
wanted a career where I could travel, be challenged, 
have a purpose and most importantly, enjoy it,” 
she said. “When I came across the role of crew 
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attendant on the ADF Careers page, it jumped out 
at me, and I applied.”

Enlisting in March 2022, Leading Aircraftwoman 
Cooper’s Air Force career quickly lived up to her 
expectations. “There really is no typical day,” she 
said. “One day I might be overseas supporting 
multinational exercises, the next, planning missions 
in the office, and the day after on a VIP task with 
government officials.”

After a few years in the Air Force, Leading 
Aircraftwoman Cooper was ready for a new 
challenge. “There has never been an active-serving 
military woman in the history of the Miss World 
Organisation and Miss World Australia, and I want 
to change that,” she said. “I want young women to 
see that you don’t have to fit into one box – you can 
serve your country with discipline and courage and 
at the same time, embrace your femininity and lead 
with compassion.”

“Both Defence and the Miss World competition 
empower people to lead with purpose.” Leading 
Aircraftwoman Cooper said her RAAF experiences 
had prepared her well for the competition. “My 
role is highly competitive, so determination and 
perseverance are traits I’m proud to carry with 
me,” she said. “I also regularly engage with heads 
of government and international forces, where 
presentation, organisation and communication are 
essential – those same skills translate directly to the 
Miss World stage.”

Far from seeing Defence and pageantry as 
opposites, Leading Aircraftwoman Cooper believes 
they share a strong connection. “Both Defence and 
the Miss World competition empower people to 
lead with purpose,” she said. “The RAAF is about 
commitment, service and integrity, and Miss World 
promotes leadership, empowerment and service 
through ‘beauty with a purpose’. They may look 
different on the surface, but at their core they’re 
very similar.”

Leading Aircraftwoman Cooper’s colleagues 
have been some of her biggest supporters. 

“I’ve had nothing but positive comments and 
encouragement from my workplace,” she said. “My 
chain of command has been incredibly supportive, 
and my colleagues even attend my fundraising 
events – I couldn’t be more grateful.” As part of her 
campaign, Leading Aircraftwoman Cooper has 
raised more than $3500 for Variety – the Children’s 
Charity, volunteered in schools, and spoken at 
community events. 

As she prepares for the national finals, Leading 
Aircraftwoman Cooper’s focus remains on the 
bigger picture. “I want to empower women to break 
stereotypes, to have confidence in who they are, 
and to know they can pursue any dream,” she said. 
“My message is simple: you can do both.”

Flight Lieutenant Deanna Ellick
Defence

Jumping For Gold at 
Skydiving Titles

22 October 2025

Australian Defence Force personnel dominated 
at the NSW and Queensland State Formation 
Skydiving Championships held in Moruya, Tully and 
Toogoolawah.

Personnel from Army, Navy and Air Force won 
gold in formation and vertical formation events 
at the championships, held from 3 to 6 October. 
Plummeting towards Earth at terminal velocity, 
competitors performed a predetermined set of 
formations in about 35 seconds. ADF Parachuting 
Association president Major Holly Godwin said 
a camera person jumps out with them, filming 
the team doing the formations. The footage then 
goes to a judge who scores the routine. “The team 
that completes the most moves within the time 
allocated scores the most points. You need to finish 
with the highest score to win,” Major Godwin said.
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A serial begins with kit preparation on the 
ground – suit up, altimeter, parachute, check. 
Then it’s 15 minutes in a plane to 14,000 feet. Fifty 
seconds in freefall. Thirty-five seconds to perform. 
Deploy parachutes at 4500 feet and float back to 
the ground in about two minutes. “Then everyone 
high-fives each other when they land safely,” Major 
Godwin said.

For formation, a team of skydivers builds 
geometric patterns in the sky with their bellies to 
the Earth. Vertical formation is similar, except divers 
adopt high-speed positions, with their head or feet 
pointed straight towards the ground. This reduces 
drag, increases speed, and makes for a more 
challenging serial.

The association is looking for new skydivers to 
join. An Australian Parachute Federation B-licence 
is required to get on board. While skydiving can be 
expensive, the association covers members’ costs 
for competitions and events while representing the 
ADF.

Anyone interested in joining the ADF 
Parachuting Association should email sky.diving@
defence.gov.au

Sergeant Matt Bickerton
Defence

ADF and civilian skydivers compete in a formation skydiving serial during the New South Wales Skydiving Championships 
in Moruya. Photographer: Rod White.
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Meet at Club Blacktown (RSL)
Second Ave Blacktown
Third Monday of the Month at 10:30 am
All Welcome

About our association
The Partners of Veterans Association of Australia 
Inc. (P.V.A. Australia Inc.) is a not-for-profit, non-
government, voluntary organisation – we do not 
have any paid workers, all are volunteers.  P.V.A. 
is not funded by government – our funding is 
derived from membership fees, applying for grants, 
donations and fundraising.

P.V.A. believes that there is a great need for 
support for all partners/carers, widows/widowers 
and families of Australian veterans, both now and 
in the future, as our defence forces continue to be 
deployed to areas of conflict throughout the world.  
Our aim is not only to support the partners of our 
generation, but also to consider the needs of all 
future generations and to have in place a support 
network that was not available when many of our 
veterans returned from their war service.

Our vision 
A community where all partners of past and 
present members of the Australian Defence Force 
(ADF), their Allies and their families are recognised 
and their wellbeing is vital in achieving healthy 
members of Society.  

Our mission
As the national body, voice and focus for all 
partners of past and present members of the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF), their allies and 
their families, we are committed to providing every 
support and assistance practicable for their welfare, 
health and special needs.  This is achieved by our 
key role of providing leadership and advocacy for 

health and welfare promoting strategies, policy and 
program development that assists partners and 
their dependants and descendants.

Our alliance in the Defence family
P.V.A. Australia Inc. is a member of the Alliance 
of Defence Service Organisations (ADSO), which 
comprises many of Australia’s major military ex-
service organisations (ESO). The Alliance represents 
a significant number of members of Australia’s 
Defence Family on national advocacy and 
representative matters to the Australian Parliament 
and all political parties. Its aim is to promote and 
protect the conditions and well-being of the 
Defence Family that embraces over three million 
people. Click here for more information about 
ADSO.

For further information contact:
Patricia Ross
Phone: 	 0410 519 063
Email: 	 pwross70@outlook.com
P.V.A. national website: https://www.pva.org.au/
P.V.A. NSW branch: https://www.pva.org.au/p-v-
a-state-branches/nsw-branch

Partners of Veterans 
Association Blacktown

Supported by the Blacktown RSL Sub-Branch

https://adso.org.au/
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Blacktown and Districts TPI Social and Welfare Club’s 
Spring Video by Ian Brady – click here to watch it

The Blacktown & District TPI Social & Welfare Club’s 
members invite TPIs/Special Rate (SR) to come and 
experience our club.
The club meets at 1:00 pm on the first Thursday of 
each month at Club Blacktown (formerly the RSL 
club).

This invitation stands for our general meetings. 

Prior to the monthly general meetings, members 
and wives/carers meet in the Villaggio restaurant 
to socialise (about 11:45am). Meetings are held 
in a room set aside on the day. Post-meeting, 
members are treated to cold or hot drinks and more 
socialising in the Villaggio restaurant.

If attending a meeting contact Ian Brady 

ibrady@bigpond.net.au to arrange a member to 
meet & greet you or just walk in.

The club is the most active TPI Social & Welfare 
Club in the state, with a different activity each 
month which could be a meet at a point of interest/
event or a day coach trip.
•	 Social events are subsidised. 
•	 Longer 3-day country tours are also conducted 

once per year.
•	 The purpose of this invitation is to encourage 

TPIs to join our club and participate and 
socialize.

•	 You are encouraged to join the TPI Association 
of NSW to give it strength in numbers when 
dealing with government.

Invitation: Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
(TPIs) & Special Rate (SR) Veterans

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KXItv5AyRII
mailto:ibrady%40bigpond.net.au?subject=
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Contact and Feedback
We value your feedback!

If you have any feedback on what we 
are doing, please contact us through the 
following channels:

By Post: 
TPI Veterans’ Association of NSW
GPO Box 4429
Sydney NSW 2001

Email: editor@tpinsw.org.au

Phone: (02) 9235 1466

Free Call: 1800 649 216

Website: www.tpinsw.org.au

Affiliated with The Australian Federation 
of Totally and Permanently Incapacitated 
Ex-Servicemen and Women Limited.

Published by the Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated Veterans’ Association of 
New South Wales Limited.

TPI NSW is a not-for-profit organisation 
limited by guarantee. ABN 90 002 296 988

Our mission is to provide our members with support in four key areas:
• Representation  • Wellbeing  • Camaraderie  • Commemoration

A flight of four Iroquois helicopters from 9 Squadron flying out to pick up Australian soldiers and take them back to Nui Dat 
at the completion of an operation in Phuoc Tuy Province, Vietnam in October 1968. Photographer:  Raeburn Trindall. AWM 
Accession Number: P06295.032.

mailto:editor%40tpinsw.org.au?subject=
http://www.tpinsw.org.au

