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MINUTES OF MEMBERS’ MEETING OF 

Tuesday 26 August 2025 at 1.00pm  
Barracks on Barrack (lower ground floor)  

5-7 Barrack Street, Sydney NSW. 
Chair: KEVIN KELLY 

 
 
• Opening & welcome:  The Chairman declared the meeting open and welcomed all members attending. 

Thirty one (31) members were present. 
 
• Ode: the Chairman recited the Ode. 

 
• Apologies: ten (10) apologies were recorded in the attendance book.  
 

Motion to accept apologies 
MOVED:    Bruce Pawley  
SECONDED:   Steve Emerson  
Declared carried 

  
• Minutes of the previous meeting – matters arising:  

- Alan Jones requested an update from the Board on the criteria for admission of new members. The 
President advised that any veteran with a gold card, and EDAs, would be eligible for membership.  
 

• Confirmation of the minutes:  
MOVED:    Peter Dixon  
SECONDED:   Ian Brady  
Declared carried 

 
• Correspondence in:  

Nil 
 

• Correspondence out: 
Nil 
 

• President’s Report. 
President Kevin Kelly reported on attendances at several commemorative events in August including:  

- ANZAC Field of Remembrance Service at St Andrews Cathedral.  
- Navy Victory in the Pacific (VP) Day Commemoration at the Martin Place Cenotaph 
- Kokoda Track memorial service. 
- Presentation of Vietnam Cross to RAAF 9 Squadron veterans, held in Adelaide. 
- Vietnam Veterans’ Day service and function at Bankstown Sports Club. 

 
- The TPI Federation congress and AGM will be held in Canberra in the second week of September, 

with Harry Lowe and Kevin Kelly attending as TPI NSW representatives. Scott Jeffrey has been 
elected as President. The Federation will work on streamlining membership nationally. 
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- The Association has engaged NGO Recruitment to fill the Wellbeing Officer role. They have provided 

four candidates for interviews. CEO John Szabo has done initial interviews and narrowed down a 
shortlist of two candidates. A board subcommittee (Ron O’Connor, John Hoban and John Szabo) 
has conducted second interviews with the two applicants. A suitable candidate has been identified 
for the role. The person has a nursing and aged care background and will suit the requirements for 
the position. We are undertaking reference checks and aiming for a start date in mid-September.  

 
- During the interviews for the Wellbeing Officer position, the sub-committee identified a potential 

candidate for the CEO role. The person has a professional background in business and marketing, 
as well as experience in the not-for-profit sector. The CEO’s responsibilities will include promotion 
of the Association to new members, engagement with the TPI social & welfare clubs, enhancing the 
Association’s communications, engagement with the wider veteran community (including families) 
and further implementing the goals outlined by the strategic plan. Interviews are planned with the 
candidate in early September. 

 
- We are working with our consultant, Lewis Greenup, to consolidate the outcomes of the 2022 and 

2024 strategic plans into one plan for 2026 onwards. Lewis will meet with board members and the 
CEO in early September to discuss the scope of the project.  

 
Motion to accept the President’s report:  

MOVED:   Harry Lowe  
SECONDED:   Alan Jones.  
Declared carried 

 
• Wellbeing Officer’s Report:  

Kayleen Hoolihan provided a report as follows: - 
- There have been several enquiries from TPI members about veterans’ travel concessions. The 

travel voucher system has been replaced with digital smart cards. As well as the gold Opal card, 
veterans should have the blue digital smart card when traveling on public transport. There is 
some confusion about the changes.  

- We have also had many enquiries about taxi vouchers for veterans. DAV has advised that these 
are only available in post-operative situations or where there are carer arrangements.  

- A reminder to all members of the Association to renew their membership if they have not already 
done so. We have archived a large number of non-financial members this year who have either 
not responded to reminder letters, or whose ‘Salute’ magazine has been returned to sender. We 
are actively following up address changes. 

- The Christmas luncheon will be held on Tuesday 2 December at Club York. Bookings are now 
open. 
 

Motion to accept the President’s report:  
MOVED:   John Van Munster  
SECONDED:   Alan Jones.  
Declared carried 
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• Financial report: 

CEO John Szabo tabled a financial summary for the year ended 30 June 2025. These are the final figures 
for the year, based on the audited financial statements. 
 

 
The auditor and the board have signed off on the 2025 financial statements.  
The AGM will be held on Tuesday 28 October 2025.  
The notice of AGM will be distributed to members in early October, including a link to download the 
financial report. Copies will also be available by mail or email on request. 
 

Motion to accept the financial report:  
MOVED:    John Thornton  
SECONDED:    Harvey Porter.  
Declared carried 
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• General Business.
Alan Jones, on behalf of the members, moved a vote of sincere thanks to Kayleen for all the work she 
has done. 

Glen Southon requested details of the cost of producing ‘Salute’. CEO John Szabo advised that annual 
cost was approximately $150,000. 

John Thornton noted that the TPI magazine was of a far greater quality than the RSL equivalent. 

Alan Jones enquired as to the need to send a hard copy of ‘Salute’ to members with an email address. 
Kayleen noted that members with an email address still preferred the posted version for ease of reading 
and sharing with family and friends.  

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 1.22 pm. 

Next meeting: Tuesday 23 September 2025 at 1.00 pm, at Barracks on Barrack (lower ground floor) 5-7 
Barrack Street, Sydney NSW. 

Signed (Chairman):  ….................................……………………. 

Dated: …............................................................... 
23 September, 2025

John Szabo
Stamp


