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MINUTES OF MEMBERS’ MEETING OF 

Tuesday 24 February 2026 at 12.00pm  
Chair: KEVIN KELLY 

 
Location: Hotel CBD, Level 4, 75 York Street, Sydney 2000.  

 

• Opening & welcome: The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Jenny-Jane declared the meeting open and 
welcomed all members attending. Forty-Four (44) members were present, plus guests from 
Newcastle (5).  

o Quorum Met 

• Apologies: Not taken 
o No Motion Passed   

• Minutes of the previous meeting – Not provided   
o No Motion Passed   

• Correspondence in: Nil 
o No Motion Passed   

• Correspondence out: not reported 
 
Chief Executive Officer’s report: 
Jenny-Jane Carpenter reported as follows:  

• Welcome TPI Newcastle to the meeting – Stephen Finney OAM JP (Secretary Treasurer, Newcastle 
TPI) responded to the welcome 

• Welcome and introduction for Vanessa Campbell the new Wellbeing facilitator at TPI NSW. Noted that, 
CEO and Wellbeing Facilitator have been visiting member social clubs and events 

• Progress continues reworking the constitution for the future growth of TPI NSW. Jenny-Jane and Phil 
Hurren are working with the TPI Solicitor to finalise details now. This will go to members for approval 

• TPI NSW is preparing for the VETS Act to come into action on 1 July 

• Five AVCAT scholarships have been awarded this year and JJ thanks the board for their support in this 
matter 

• CEO is also meeting with like-mind organisations and building a stakeholder support base including 
DVA, Partners of Veterans (PVA) and Veterans Women’s Network (VWNA) 

• Courage and Compassion history book - Launch date will be 14 April 2026. Venue: the Anzac Memorial, 
Hyde Park. Time 12pm 

• Christmas in July will now be Winter Solstice, Winter Solstice is a symbol of Change which is also a 
theme for TPI this year 

Motion to accept the CEO’s report:  

• MOVED: not recorded  SECONDED: not recorded: DECLARED  
 
Charles Gallagher Member requested the Ode to start the meeting.  
 
Ode: the Chairman recited the Ode 
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President’s Report: 
Kevin Kelly reported as follows:  

• Noted TPI had a ‘fantastic Christmas Party’ with 150 pax in attendance and TPI patron, Lady Joan 
Cutler was the guest of honour 

• TPI Federation meeting in ACT in mid-March will be attended by Harry Lowe and Kevin Kelly 

• Announcements from Federation President to TPI President as part of DVA benefit reforms: 

• DVA home care allowance will increase to $611 per week and is expanded to include services 
such as clearing gutters, washing windows, cooking and other home care maintenance 

• VET Act comes into action on 1 July as anticipated and is now all ‘MRCA’ 

• Current VEA arrangements can continue OR transfer to MRCA arrangements 

• Overall it seems MRCA may offer an increase 

• Scott Jeffrey JP will have more information (it is recommended to check the DVA website) 

• Each individual has a choice and everyone needs to get their own advice for their circumstances 

• Gold Card Status is unchanged 

• With the new MRCA there may be a cash component as well – service pension, Gold Card plus 
a lump sum based on age and life expectancy – details are pending 

• Funeral Benefits are also in the reform package, and the new rates are $3K for a TPI funeral 
and just over $14K for a service-related death – check the fine print to see what will apply for 
you and your family 

 
Motion to accept the President’s report:  

• MOVED: Not recorded  SECONDED: Not recorded  DECLARED 
  
Financial Report: Omitted for this meeting 

• Questions arising – nil 

• No Motion Passed   
 
General Business: 
Recollections noted: 

• Members need better communication from TPI Veterans’ NSW Head Office 
o Communication by email has increased and members are welcome to update their contact 

details or add an email address if they are not receiving current communications  
o An email was sent to gauge interest in the book launch event and interested members are being 

added to the invitation list 
o More face-to-face meetings are taking place including trips to see regional members. Trips to 

Nowra and Orange are planned. CEO and Wellbeing Facilitator are also attending some Club 
social events 

• Consideration that TPI Veterans’ NSW membership should be free 
o Consideration for the value that a $20 membership provides; today was 4 drinks and a free 

lunch; a social event which reflects real value for members and is just one of the many functions 
provided by TPI NSW throughout the year. 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 12:45 am.  
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 24 March 2026 at 12.00 pm, at Hotel CBD, Level 4, 75 York Street Sydney NSW 2000. 
 
 

 

Signed (President): 
 

Dated: Wednesday 11 March 2026 
 


